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“Truth and facts, no alternatives.”

Northside RVA 
Food Pantry

operates out of Ginter Park United Methodist Church, St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church and St. Paul Catholic. Volunteers at these faith-
based ministries provide food for those without it in what may be 
the most essential act of kindness that one human being can bestow 
on another. And while corporate food sellers made record profits in 
recent quarters by raising prices, many folks found it impossible to 
put enough food on the table for their families, and so they turned to 
the Food Pantry.							              
continued on page 10
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Wonder ful food, best 

brunch in Richmond.
      – Urban Spoon

Located in Richmond, VA's
historic Bellevue District at

4023 MacArthur Ave

(804) 716-1196
www.themillrva.com

Serving locally farmed 
produce, poultry, and 
meat with vegetarian, 
vegan, & gluten free 

options available.

OPEN 11am -10pm Mon-Fri
9am - 10pm Sat & Sun

DINE IN •DINE IN • TAKE OUT
DELIVERY

ENJOY BRUNCH
Sat & Sun 10am-2pm

Weekly Specials:
 Sun • Specialty Burgers 

5pm - close  
 Mon • Vegetarian & Vegan

Specials all day
 Tues • Family Style Pasta Night

6pm - close  
WWed • Wing it Wednesday w/

$5 wing specials
 Happy Hour • Mon - Fri 3-6pm
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Located in Richmond VA’s 
historic Bellevue District at 

4023 MacArthur
Avenue

804 716 1196
www.themillrva.com

Now Open 
for Brunch!
Monday- Friday

11am-9pm

Saturday-Sunday
9am-3pm

Lunch // Dinner 
Brunch // Wifi 
Beer, Wine, & 

Spirits 

DIVERS IONS

APPINESS IS LIKE 
good health. You 
never think about 
it when you’re in 
the midst of it, but 
as soon as it’s gone, 
it’s all you can think 
about.

To combat the self-pity I occasionally 
like to revel in, I’ve been practicing 
gratitude. I’m taking the time to be 
more present and celebrating the lit-
tle things that make life sweeter.
Last year around Thanksgiving, I 
wrote a piece for NORTH of the 
JAMES about a few of my favorite 
things in Richmond. So in the spirit 
of gratitude, I’ll make it a November 
tradition to list the things in RVA 
that I’m grateful for.

The Foods!
I could live off the tuna tartare tacos 
at East Coast Provisions, the dirty 
chai at The Smoky Mug, the Greek 
street fries at The Greek Taverna, 
and bacon maple doughnuts at Sugar 
Shack.

Hotel Greene
I may never star in a Wes Anderson 
film, but I can have an immersive 
experience at Hotel Greene.  From 
the bell hop uniforms and vintage 
suitcases to the faded wallpaper and 
secret peepholes, it’s a reverential nod 
to the indie director.
Even those unfamiliar with Wes 
Anderson will be seduced by the 
cocktails and mini golf course that 
winds through the bowels of this 
historic hotel, which is rumored to 
be haunted. From Turkish baths to a 
hotel bedroom with a ringing phone, 
you’ve never seen thirteen holes like 
these.

Lee’s Famous Recipe Chicken
Of all the places in Virginia that Lee’s 
could have planted their flag, they 
chose Richmond. The next closest 
location is in South Carolina. Lee’s 
understands spice, and their zesty 
chicken wings and potato wedges 
will have you coming back for more.

RVA Fashion Week
Did you know that Richmond hosts 
a fashion week every spring and fall? 
Many who have recently discovered 
it are blown away by the bold design-
ers building a reputation in the re-
gion. The week-long event features a 
different experience every night. This 
year’s standout was SneakerFest, with 
“sneakerheads” snatching up collect-
ibles and limited-edition kicks.
But no matter what, the week culmi-
nates in a jaw-dropping fashion show 
that will make you want to revitalize 
your closet, and brag about all that 
creative energy flowing out of Rich-
mond.

Lebanese Food Festival
There may be some bellyaching 
about “woke culture,” but as a Mid-
dle Easterner, I am celebrating how 
it’s helped us. It’s hard to believe that 
people used to think it was clever to 
joke that I was a terrorist, and await 
a polite laugh from me. I even used 
to cut my first name in half, going by 
Faye just to minimize my “otherness.”
But these days? Arabs are loud and 
proud. We go by our birth names 
and can eat hummus with reckless 
abandon, now that overpriced tubs 
are sold at Whole Foods. And The 
Lebanese Food Festival is more than 
just incredible food. There’s music, 
dancing, performances, and most 
importantly, a sense of community. 
It’s a celebration of culture that feels 
like family.  
Get the frozen spinach pies and meat 
pies to go. They defrost beautifully 
and come in handy long after the 

weekend is over.

Brambly Park
Brambly Park reminds me of George 
Seurat’s most famous painting A 
Sunday Afternoon on the Island of 
La Grande Jatte – I promise that the 
online image will jog your memory. 
In the painting, people are out en 
masse enjoying the beautiful weather 
– a woman dressed in black with a 
black parasol is the focal point. It’s a 
place to see and be seen.
Brambly Park feels the same way. 
It’s sprawling, and unlike a restau-
rant, where we are sequestered to a 
small slice of real estate, we are free 
to roam. If you reserve a picnic ta-
ble with friends, you are still free to 
play bocce ball, dance in front of the 
stage, lay a blanket down for a picnic, 
or lounge on an Adirondack chair in 
the shade. It’s a park, but one that de-
livers beer and truffle fries.

The Mary Munford Playground
I know Soar 360 (formerly Arc Park) 
is considered the gold standard for 
Richmond playgrounds, but any-
one who has been to Mary Munford 
might beg to differ. Like Germany, 
which truly has the best playgrounds 
in the word, Mary Munford fea-
tures towering wooden structures, 
tunnels, multiple slides, swings, a 
wooden suspension bridge and little 
painted houses.
There’s an adjacent non-wooden 
playground as well, which challeng-
es kids with balance, climbing, and 
plenty of contraptions to keep them 
dizzy.

These Are a Few
Of My Favorite Things
by FAYERUZ REGAN

H
From left; Jacklyn Baldwin, Sarah Nicholas, and Fayeruz Regan at Brambly Park.
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My Outdoor Project
Let Victor Make Your Outdoor Project, His Outdoor Project

HARDSCAPING patios, walkways, raised beds, stairs
LANDSCAPING no job too large, or too small

CUSTOM-FENCING and MULCHING

Conact 
VICTOR AYALA 

master mason and landscaper

804 912 9789
my_new_project@outlook.com
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Richmond’s oldest running production 
of the world-famous holiday ballet!

Williamsburg Regional Library 
Saturday, November 19, 11am and 1pm 

Monacan High School Theatre, Chesterfield
Saturday, December 3, 1pm and 4pm  |  Sunday, December 4, 2:30pm

Patrick Henry High School                                      
Saturday, December 10, 1pm and 4pm  |  Sunday, December 11, 2:30pm

JR Tucker High School                                             
Saturday, December 17, 1pm and 4pm  |  Sunday, December 18, 2:30pm

email: concertballetofvirginia@yahoo.com  |  info@concertballet.org
Instagram @concertballetofvirginia  |  Facebook @concertballet

The Concert Ballet follows CDC Covid requirements for performer and audience safety 

THE NUTCRACKER IS BACK! 
with THE CONCERT BALLET performances!

MONUMENT REMOVAL

A.P. Hill 
Coming Down
by CHARLES MCGUIGAN

N THE NOT-TOO-DISTANT
future, the last statue still stand-
ing in Richmond of a man 
who betrayed his country and 
fought to uphold the institu-
tion of slavery will finally come 
down and join many of his 

bronzen co-Confederates at the Black 
History Museum and Cultural Center 
of Virginia in Jackson Ward. The statue 
stands in a rotary across from Linwood 
Holton Elementary School where the 
majority of students are Black. And 
that rotary makes the intersection of 
Hermitage Road and Laburnum Av-
enue among the most dangerous in 
Richmond.
When we die most of us are buried just 
one time. That wasn’t the case though 
for Confederate General Ambrose 
Powell Hill. To date he’s been buried 
on three separate occasions. And fairly 
soon he’ll be re-interred once again.
It all started back in 1865 with the fall of 
Petersburg.  On April 2, just seven days 
before Lee’s surrender at Appomattox, 
Union troops broke through the Con-
federate lines and during the melee 
that followed a Union soldier shot Hill. 
The single bullet severed the general’s 
left thumb, plunged through his chest, 
and exited above his right shoulder 
blade. He died almost instantly. Inter-
esting to note: Hill, a week before he 
was killed, said he had no desire to live 
to see the collapse of the Confederacy. 
A dying wish, if ever there was one.
Hill was hastily buried in a family 
graveyard outside of Richmond on the 
south bank of the James River just off 
Cherokee Road. Here’s the funny thing: 
he was buried standing up, something 
he had requested well before his death.
After moldering in the earth for two 
years, gravediggers grabbed their 
spades, shovels and mattocks, dug him 
up, then carted him over to Hollywood 
Cemetery where he was interred in 
among other Confederate officers. 
Then, in 1891, Lewis Ginter, who had 
served as a Confederate major, spear-
headed the relocation of Hill’s remains 
once again. This time Hill was buried 
at the juncture of Hermitage Road and 
Laburnum Avenue near the neighbor-

hoods Ginter was at the time just lay-
ing out. By then there wasn’t much 
left of Hill, just a few bones and some 
tattered cloth. On top of the burial 
mound Ginter had a statue of Hill 
erected.
Like the hundreds of other Confeder-
ate memorials that cropped up across 
the country, primarily in the South, the 
A.P. Hill statue was erected at the dawn 
of the Jim Crow era that would see 
the lynching of more than 3,000 Black 
men, and the terrorizing of Black com-
munities across the country by white 
supremacist groups like the Ku Klux 
Klan and the Knights of the White 
Camelia. 
Hill’s scant remains will be re-interred 
at Fairview Cemetery in Culpeper 
County, making it the fourth time the 
dead Confederate will have been bur-
ied.
And thanks to a recent ruling by Judge 
David Eugene Cheek, Sr., the city is 
free to relocate the statue to the Black 
History Museum where it will be 
rightly interpreted for the first time in 
its history. 
Says 3rd District Councilwoman Ann-
Frances Lambert: “I am extremely 
happy about his decision and, barring 
an appeal, I hope the administration 
moves forward with the removal ex-
peditiously so that we can make the 
intersection of Laburnum and Her-
mitage safe for children. Making this 
intersection safe has always been my 
top priority.”

I
Statue of A.P. Hill at the intersection of 
Hermitage and Laburnum Avenues.
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C ITY BEAT

Monthly Update
With Third District Council-woman 
Ann-Frances Lambert
by BRIGETTE KELLY

INANCE MEETING:
Thursday, November 17 at 
1 p.m.
Public Safety Meeting:
Tuesday, November 22 at 
12 p.m.

Land Use, Housing, and Transportation 
Meeting:
Tuesday, November 22 at 1:30 p.m.
Government Operations Meeting:
Wednesday, November 23 at 2 p.m.

FREE PARKING ELIMINATED ON SAT-

URDAYS
A two-hour time limit will be imposed 
on the following roads on Saturdays:
-North Arthur Ashe Boulevard between 
West Broad Street and West Moore 
Street
-Belvidere Street to the Interstate 95 in-
terchange
-Leigh Street to Franklin Street
This new rule is intended to make it eas-
ier for drivers to find street parking and 
visit local businesses.

SCOTTISH RITE TEMPLE
The old Scottish Rite Temple has been 
sold and will soon be the new Virginia 
Reparatory Center for Arts and Educa-
tion, where it will host the nonprofit’s 
Children’s Theatre. The property will 
also host theatre camps and workshops 
for kids.
Virginia Reparatory plans to use the 
dining facility for special events such as 
themed character meals for families. 

ARTHUR ASHE MURAL
Two Richmond residents are suing the 
white supremacist group accused of 
vandalizing the Arthur Ashe mural in 
Battery park, claiming this was a viola-
tion of their civil rights and led them 
and their children to lose sleep and 
avoid the park. 
The federal civil lawsuit, filed in the 
Eastern District of Virginia on behalf of 
the residents by the Lawyer’s Commit-
tee for Civil Rights Under Law and part-

ners, comes weeks after videos showed 
two people defacing the mural nearly a 
year after the vandalism took place. 

CENTRAL VIRGINIA WASTE MANAGE-

MENT AUTHORITY
CVWMA’s residential recycling pro-
gram is the largest in Virginia, serving 
275,000 households in nine jurisdic-
tions. Recycling is collected twice per 
month by CVWMA’s contractors. Visit 
CVWMA’s website for these self-service 
options: 
-Find out if CVWMA serves your home
-Look up your recycling day
-Request a recycling collection schedule 
-Sign up for recycling day email remind-
ers
-Order a new recycling cart or bin
Collection beings at 7 a.m. and ends at 7 
p.m. If your bin is missed by collectors, 
report the missed collection to CVW-
MA at (804) 340-0900.

SALVATION ARMY VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED
The Salvation Army needs volunteers 
from the Richmond Community for 
this holiday season. Volunteer oppor-
tunities include bell ringing, sorting 
gifts, and hosting a virtual red kettle. For 
more information, visit salvationarmy-
potomac.org.

NEW CHIEF OF POLICE
With the resignation of Police Chief 
Gerald Smith, Major Rick Edwards 
begins his transition into taking over 
the role.

F
CITY COUNCIL & 3RD DISTRICT MEET-
INGS

Ann-Frances Lambert
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PRESERVATION

OR MORE THAN A DECADE  
now the building that sits 
behind Holton Elemen-
tary School has been in a 
state of ever-rapid decline. 
Eight years after the el-
ementary school opened, 
the building, commonly 

called Thirteen Acres, was put on a 
back burner, and time and the ele-
ments have taken their toll.
One of the oldest structures in the 
Hermitage Road Historic District 
(HRHD), it is now ringed in six-foot 
high hurricane.  
Thirteen Acres, a brick farmhouse, 
was built in 1885, making it the sec-
ond oldest house among the forty-or-
so homes that make up the HRHD. 
It’s a handsome structure, featuring 
a broad wrap-around porch, wide 
eaves supported by decorative den-
tils, four chimneys, and a hipped roof 
of slate.

Way back in 1967, the house and its 
accompanying thirteen acres (the 
land now occupied by Holton El-
ementary School) was sold to the 
City of Richmond for $475,000 by 
the Virginia Methodist Home for 
the Aged, which operated its facil-
ity there. Richmond Public Schools 
(RPS), at that time, planned to build 
an elementary school there, but there 
was fierce opposition from the ad-
joining neighborhoods. They argued 
that the location was too close to the 
dense traffic along Laburnum and 
Hermitage, and children might be 
hit by speeding cars. Which, inciden-
tally, is still a concern today.
For the next four years, the old house 
served as a school for children with 
special needs. Then, from 1973 un-
til 1978 the building became home 
to the RPS community relations de-
partment. In 1978, RPS proposed 

using the site as a residential school 
for adolescents. The surrounding 
communities—Rosedale, Bellevue, 
Ginter Park—were vehemently op-
posed to the proposal, but two years 
later Thirteen Acres opened a five-
day residential program for emo-
tionally disabled students, ranging in 
age from six to twelve. It continued 
as a residential school until 2007, 
eight years after Holton Elementary 
School first opened its doors.
Another note of interest: during the 
Second World War, Thirteen Acres 
was home to one of the largest vic-
tory gardens in Richmond. That vic-
tory garden continued producing 
vegetables for the full duration of the 
war.
Since the time RPS vacated the prop-
erty, the building has fallen into a 
state of disrepair. 
So what should the city do with this 
old building?
There have been a number of pro-
posals about what to do with the old 
Thirteen Acres building. 
More than ten years ago former 
Holton Elementary School Princi-
pal David Hudson suggested the old 
Thirteen Acres building be used an 
ancillary structure for classrooms to 
accommodate the burgeoning stu-
dent population at the elementary 
school. “We put together a proposal 
to get it as a school for humanities 
during the regular school day,” David 
told me. “And then to use it for the 

extended, after-school programs in 
the afternoons.”
Third District Councilwoman Ann-
Frances Lambert said recently, “I 
really like the idea of about it being 
used for after-school program.”
Kenya Gibson, Third District School 
Board representative, definitely 
wants the building preserved and put 
to use.  “The property has been sitting 
vacant for over a decade, so first and 
foremost it’s time to do something,” 
she said. “As for my preference. I 
went to architecture school so I’m 
always going to sit on the side of pre-
serving a building with historic value 
like Thirteen Acres. So I really hope 
that whatever happens, the building 
itself can be preserved. The ideal use 
is something that really complements 
the activities that are happening in 
the school. It’s been over a decade, it’s 
time to do something, and it’s impor-
tant to preserve the historic fabric of 
our community.”
And the following, in a letter to the 
School Board, came from Robert L. 
Balster, president of the Hermitage 
Road Historic District Association: 
“Leave and repurpose for an appro-
priate use . . . or relocate to front on 
Hermitage Road . . . This would cre-
ate a suitable location in the north-
west corner of the current school 
property and create an attractive resi-
dence after restoration and improve-
ment of the building.”

A New Use
For Thirteen Acres
by CHARLES MCGUIGAN

F
Photo of Thirteen Acres

Thirteen Acres
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Food. The most basic of all human needs.
Without it we perish. The United States is the wealthiest nation on the planet, and yet one in every seven Americans goes to bed hungry each night, 
not knowing where their next meal is coming from. And many of them are children. Still, some major grocery store chains this past year record-
ed record-high quarterly profits. Corporate greed does not feed; it steals food from the mouths of babies. Fortunately there are groups like the 
Northside RVA Food Pantry that ensure nourishment for all. Made up of three churches—Ginter Park United Methodist, St. Thomas Episcopal 
and Saint Paul Catholic—this consortium was formed about five years ago, and recently I paid a visit to the folks at Ginter Park United Methodist. 

“for i was hungry and you gave me food...”

Northside rva food pantry

Every Wednesday morning, rain 
or shine, wind or snow, volunteers 
at Ginter Park United Method-
ist Church assemble in the Food 
Pantry and begin loading grocery 
bags with food, and then it’s out to 
the parking lot where cars drive up 
from ten till noon and accept these 
bags that will help feed families. 

On a warm autumn Wednesday 
morning just past eleven I arrive to 
watch these volunteers deliver food 
to the cars that line up in the park-
ing lot. I speak briefly with two of 
them—Sam Wilkinson and Lau-
rie Follmer, Northsiders both. He’s 
been volunteering fifteen years; 
she’s been at it for two years. 

In the basement of the church, I 
meet up with two volunteers who 
are working in the Food Pantry, 
filling brown paper bags with spa-
ghetti, and cans of corn, tomato 
sauce and tuna fish, along with 
sundry items from bar soap to 
toilet paper. There are mounds of 
sacks filled with sweet potatoes in 
one corner, a tier of peanut butter 
in another corner, and a freezer 
filled with large plastic packets of 
frozen ocean perch filets. 

Kimberly, though not a member of 
the congregation, has been volun-
teering here for seven years; Dan-
iel Perry just started here a month 
ago.  “I am getting something out of 
helping others,” says Daniel. “I also 
come here as well to get products 
when I run out of stuff so I know 
it’s not just the homeless who are 
in need; it’s everybody now. What 

they’re doing here is a God-sent 
lesson.”

In a nearby office, I join the man 
who serves as director of this 
church’s food pantry, which may be 
the oldest of its kind in the city.

It all started back in 1972 with a 
small closet in the church.  Shelves 
were lined with canned goods and 
dry goods, and anyone in need 

could come and select whatever 
they desired.

“Our sexton handled it to begin 
with, and it was for people who 
would show up who needed food,” 
Horace Ford tells me. “When I first 
started working here as a volunteer 
fifteen years ago on a good day we 
had 25 clients. Now we serve 150 
households.”

A core group of 18 volunteers 
work at this food pantry, unload-
ing trucks, stacking goods in the 
pantry, bagging the groceries and 
later distributing them in the park-
ing lot.

Much of the food at the pantry 
comes from the United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) 
through FeedMore.  A truck load 

by CHARLES MCGUIGAN
PHOTOS BY REBECCA D’ANGELO

  

Volunteers at the Food Bank toting bags of food for families.
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Ready for a 
NEW Beginning? 

Call Rebecca

Rebecca D’Angelo
REALTOR® 

Creating Community  
One Home At A Time 

804 874 9709
Virginia Capital Realty 

1106 N Thompson Street 
Richmond Virginia 23230

dangeloRVArealtor

L I C E N S E D  i n  V I R G I N I A 

R E A LT O
R

®

R E A LT O
R

®
of food had arrived earlier in the 
day. “The food over by the window 
and the fish we got came in today,” 
says Horace. In that shipment, the 
pantry received 25 cases of ocean 
perch, each case containing 20 
bags of six to eight filets of frozen 
fish. That’s where the orange mesh 
bags with sweet potatoes also came 
from. 

“We get a USDA delivery from 

FeedMore the second Wednesday 
of every month,” Horace says. “We 
used to get more than we get now.” 
A couple years ago the amount of 
USDA donated food was cut in 
half. “So there was less food avail-
able,” says Horace. “What we’ve 
had to do is buy more food and we 
use FeedMore for most of our pur-
chases.

Those purchases are extremely rea-

sonable. For instance a case of pea-
nut butter containing 12 jars costs 
$1.17, and a case of canned tuna 
fish was just 68 cents.

Some of the food is donated. “River 
Road United Methodist Church in 
the West End has been very good 
to us,” says Horace. “They bring us 
food on a regular basis, they’ve also 
contributed money to us, and then 
several of their members volunteer 

here as well.”

And the freshest of all the foods the 
pantry offers to its clients comes 
from the church’s next door neigh-
bor. “We also pick up produce from 
Shalom Farms that they donate, 
and that’s been a big help to us,” 
Horace tells me. “This gives us the 
opportunity to provide fresh vege-

Horace Ford, director of GPUMC 
Food Pantry, flanked by a stack of 
peanut butter.

Last minute check of the bags and their contents.
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tables, which is greatly appreciated 
by our clients.” 

So throughout the spring and 
summer months, fresh vegeta-
bles—from lettuce and spinach to 
tomatoes and cucumbers—end up 
in the grocery bags packed at the 
Food Pantry. Even now Shalom 
Farms is able to donate some leaf 
products and peppers, though that 
will wind down in the next couple 
weeks. 

Included in the weekly bags of food 
are various toiletries, and these are 
not donated items, though you 
wonder why corporate entities like 
CVS or Walgreens aren’t lining up 
to offer these products to this pan-
try.  “We have to purchase toilet tis-
sue and soap, and we give that as 
well,” says Horace. “We buy soap 
from a Dollar Tree and the toilet 
tissue we get from Rutherford Sup-
ply.”

Horace, who spent most of his pro-
fessional life in procurement with 
the State of Virginia, is always look-
ing for new pathways to expand 

the scope of the pantry, and novel 
means of obtaining funds to keep it 
all going.

“For the past few years we’ve gotten 
some grants from our denomina-
tion, both from the conference lev-
el and the district level,” he says. “So 
we are not sure those grants will 
be available this year. We’ve got to 
be a little inventive on how we are 
going to get the money this time. 

I’ve got to make a presentation to 
the church council next week and 
suggest that we may need to put 
this in the church budget and fund 
it that way. I’m guessing we’ll need 
between twelve and fourteen thou-
sand dollars.”

Horace considers the Food Pantry 
and the impalpable way it affects all 
volunteers, himself included. 

“People will come to us and they 
are very appreciative,” he says. “And 

it lands in your heart that you are 
able to help them.”

He tells me about two sisters who 
had been coming to the pantry for 
a good while now. Not long ago 
only one of the women appeared 
on a Wednesday morning. When 
Horace asked her where her sister 
was, she said, “Well, she got a job 
so she doesn’t need to come any 
more.”

 “It was nice that we were able to tie 

Peanut butter and sweet potatoes.Grocery bags packed with food and 
toilietries.
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her over for a bit,” says Horace.

And then he mentions Jesus Christ 
and his ministry here on Earth.

“If you follow His footsteps then 
that’s the main thing you do,” he 
says. “You take care of other people. 
That’s the mission of the church. 
It’s nice to get together and have a 
community, but the church is not 
set up to be a social club, it’s set up 
to serve.  That’s what I think is im-
portant.”

The pandemic has heightened the 
needs of those who were already 
living on the economic edge. “It’s 
gotten worse with COVID and cli-
mate change has affected things,” 
says Horace. “I read just recently 
what is happening in some ar-
eas of Africa where there is such a 
drought that kids are dying. One 
woman was having to decide which 
child she fed and that’s because 
of climate change, not caused by 
them, but caused by industrialized 
countries like the United States. It 
shouldn’t be that way. We’re sup-
posed to be a wealthy nation, so 
why can’t we help our brothers and 
sisters all over the world?” 

And then Horace Ford says this: 
“We’ve been doing it for fifty years, 
and I think it will go on forever.” 

If you’re interested in volunteering 
or supporting the Northside RVA 
Food Pantry please visit https://
ginterparkumc.org/northside-rva-
food-pantry-partnership
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 WE THANK ALL OF OUR CUSTOMERS FOR THEIR LOYALTY AND 
THEIR PATIENCE
 WE WERE VOTED AS THE BEST WINE AND BEER STORE BY 

VIRGINIA LIVING MAGAZINE AND RICHMOND MAGAZINE! THANK 
YOU FOR VOTING FOR US!   

CALL 804 726 9463 
4009 MACARTHUR AVENUE

SUNDAY-THURSDAY, NOON-7PM 
FRIDAY, NOON-10PM  SATURDAY, NOON-9PM
JOIN US FOR WINE AND BEER TASTINGS EVERY FRIDAY 

NIGHT FROM 5PM-8PM

BEAUJOLAIS  
NOUVEAU IS HERE!

CHRISTMAS ON MACARTHUR, BENEFITTING TOYS FOR TOTS WILL BE HELD 
10AM-2PM DECEMBER 10 PLEASE BRING A TOY

WINTER BEERS 
ARE HERE!

THANKSGIVING TASTING 
PAIR YOUR WINE WITH 
TURKEY NOVEMBER 23

Volunteer conversing with a client.
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HIDDEN H ISTORIES

November: The Most Frightening Month 
by JACK R.  JOHNSON

ALLOWEEN MAY 
mark October as 
scary, but by far 
our most terrifying 
month is Novem-
ber. Come that first 
Tuesday, the fate 
of our nation’s De-

mocracy can hang by a thread; and 
this upcoming election is no differ-
ent.
According to a recent study by the 
Brookings Institution, about one in 
five Americans support strong men 
“authoritarian” rule. They also sup-
port political violence with 30% of 
Republicans, 17% of Independents, 
and 11% of Democrats agreeing that 
they might have to resort to violence 
in order to “save” our country. Just 
last week, in a classic case of stochas-
tic terrorism, Nancy Pelosi’s hus-
band, Paul Pelosi was bludgeoned 
with a hammer by an addled Trump 
supporter. He’s still in the hospital.
At the local level, death threats are 
being made against election admin-
istrators. The Today show recently 
reported up to 30% of election of-
ficials surveyed saying they are con-
cerned for their safety. A 64-year-old 
Iowa man was arrested earlier this 
month for threatening to kill elec-
tion officials in Arizona’s Maricopa 
County —where former President 
Donald Trump lost by about 10,000 
votes. According to CNBC the man 
left a voicemail that said, “When 
we come to lynch your stupid lying 
Commie [expletive], you’ll remem-
ber that you lied on the [expletive] 
Bible, you piece of [expletive]. You’re 
gonna die, you piece of [expletive]. 
We’re going to hang you. We’re go-
ing to hang you.” 
Worse, some states are considering 
laws that would bypass the long-
established institutions for certifying 
the vote-count and give partisan leg-
islatures the authority to determine 
which slate of electors will represent 
them in the Electoral College.
We’ve been here before, and it’s dan-
gerous territory for any Democracy. 
Especially ours.
As an example of how badly things 
can go, take the election of 1876, 
perhaps one of the most conten-

tious elections in our nation’s history. 
Like today, our country was deeply 
divided. The Civil War had officially 
ended in 1865, but the Southern 
states were angry and resentful of 
Northern troops occupying their 
land. More importantly, many white 
Southerners rejected and feared the 
voting rights of the newly emanci-
pated free men. Like today, ques-
tions of electoral integrity hounded 
the process. The Southern states, 
used the threat of violence by organi-
zations like the Knights of the White 
Camilia, the White League and the 
Klu Klux Klan to intimidate and 
suppress the black vote. Even with 
the presence of Northern troops, 
incidents like the New Orleans Race 
Riot of 1866 or the Colfax Massacre 
of 1872 meant freedmen were often 
casting their votes in an oppressive 
and deadly environment. 
Republicans managed to maintain 
control of the national polity until 
the early 1870s, when an economic 
depression and political scandals 
like the Whiskey Ring tainted their 
popularity.  By 1876, the Demo-
crats thought they had a shot and a 
national win. Both the Democratic 
presidential candidate, Samuel Til-
den, and the Republican, Rutherford 
Hayes were fairly conventional poli-
ticians for their time, but the polar-
ized party apparatus on either side 
sought to demonize the opposing 
candidate. Tilden’s opponents paint-
ed him as a diseased drunkard who 
planned to pay off the former Con-
federacy’s debts; Hayes’s enemies 
claimed he had stolen money from 
his brothers in arms during the war. 
Although Tilden won the popular 
vote, there were wide allegations of 
electoral fraud, election violence, 
and other disfranchisement of 
predominately-Republican Black 
voters. After a first count of votes, 
Tilden had won 184 electoral votes 
to Hayes’s 165, with 20 votes from 
four states unresolved. In Florida, 
Louisiana, and South Carolina, both 
parties reported their candidate to 
have won the state. Meanwhile, in 
Oregon, where Hayes had won the 
popular vote, the Democratic gov-
ernor claimed one of the state’s three 
Republican electors was ineligible 

because he was employed by the 
postal service. (Federal employees 
are not allowed to serve as members 
of the Electoral College.) As a result, 
the state submitted two competing 
certificates of the final electoral vote 
tally, one signed by the Democratic 
governor that showed two votes for 
Hayes and one for Tilden, and an-
other signed by the secretary of state 
that showed three votes for Hayes.
Like Trump’s “Stop the Steal” calling 
for a march on the Capitol on Janu-
ary 6th, Henry Watterson, a journal-
ist and Democratic member of the 
Kentucky House of Representatives, 
used his platform to call for a “peace-
ful” army of 100,000 men to march 
on Washington unless Tilden was 
declared the winner. As Mark Twain 
once remarked, history doesn’t re-
peat itself, but sometimes it rhymes.    
Finally, an informal, “back-room” 
deal was struck to resolve the con-
tested votes: the Compromise of 
1877.  The Democrats would con-
cede the 20 electoral votes to Hayes, 
resulting in a 185-184 victory; in 
return, the Republicans agreed to 
withdraw federal troops from the 
South, marking the end of Recon-
struction. Amid fear of assassina-
tion, Hayes was sworn in during a 
secret ceremony the next day.
For the newly freed Black popula-
tion, the cost of this compromise was 
enormous. A second Civil War was 
avoided by essentially forsaking the 
gains in civil rights for Black freed 

men across the South. Nearly anoth-
er century would pass before Blacks 
began to operate with the same level 
of freedom and rights that they had 
directly after the Civil War’s end. 
In many Southern states, active voter 
suppression and tactics to intimidate 
minority voters never really went 
away. Indeed, as of 2021, in Florida, 
Georgia, and Texas there are new 
voter suppression laws and tactics 
being enacted. There are also new 
and ridiculously punitive penalties 
for minor infractions. In Arizona, 
for example, this year an election 
worker was sentenced to 30 days 
in jail for merely mailing in mail-in 
ballots for four other individuals be-
cause they didn’t have access to a mail 
box (the prosecutor wanted a year 
in jail). Election officials in Yuma 
County confirmed that the ballots 
were legitimate and the mail-ballot 
envelopes were signed by qualified 
voters, so they were counted, but the 
worker was nevertheless sentenced 
to jail time. The judge explained that 
he felt the worker wasn’t sufficiently 
contrite.
As the Brookings Institution notes, 
if democracy fails in America, it 
will not be because a majority of 
Americans demand a non-demo-
cratic form of government. It will be 
because a deluded minority seizes 
strategic positions within the system 
in order to subvert it. The horror of 
Halloween is mild by comparison.

H

Graphic by Catherine McGuigan
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Bellevue’s Full-Service  
Auto Repair for 25 Years

Bobby Shore
4031 MacArthur Avenue 

Richmond, VA 23227
(804) 262-7582

E N R I C H I N G
L I F E ’ S
J O U R N E Y

At Hermitage Richmond, creating new experiences is a piece of cake.

Imagine life as you live it today, but with a new taste for adventure — with opportunities to engage in activities and 
explore new passions. 

At our Life Plan Community in the heart of historic Ginter Park, you can make new friends and stay in touch with all the  
important people in your life. Hermitage Richmond takes away the hassles of homeownership, while providing great 
amenities and a secure plan for your future.

804 531 6471  |  HERMITAGERICHMOND.ORG 
160 0 WES T WOOD AVENUE |  R ICHMOND, VA 23227

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR. CALL 804 531 6471 TODAY!

SAVOR NEW MEMORIES WITH NEW FRIENDS.
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Pet  
Sitting  

Services
DONNA DUFFIELD

(804) 397-6720

Loving Care where your  
pet is most comfortable- 

their own home!
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From the Berkley Hotel  
to a Single Bedroom Wall
46 YEARS EXPERIENCE

No Job Is Too Big Or Too Small

743-8237
GREG WILLARD

Licensed & Insured 
Quality Painting 

Guaranteed Results

FREE ESTIMATES
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M A IN S t ree t L Aw

John G LaFratta
Criminal Law

traffic Violations
estate Planning

Family Law

E duc at ion:
university of Richmond,  

tc Williams School of Law, Jd
university of Richmond, Robins 

School of Business, MBa
north carolina State 

university, Ba

P R of E S Sion a L 
a S Soci at ionS a nd 

ME MBE R ShiP S :
Richmond criminal Bar 

association
Virginia Bar association
Richmond Juvenile Bar 

association
caroline county Bar 

association

john@mainstlaw.com
804.355.1800

BRIEFS

FTER A TWO-YEAR 
hiatus, due to the 
pandemic, Christ-
mas on MacArthur 
is back from 10 am 
till 2 pm on Satur-
day, December 10. 
This annual holiday 

celebration benefits Toys-for-Tots, so 
please drop off new unwrapped toys 
to collection boxes that will soon be 
available at locally owned Northside 
businesses. Or bring a toy the day of 
the event. 
A full family-fun day featuring kid-
friendly activities, bagpipers, street 
vendors selling handmade arts and 
crafts, and a visit with St. Nick who 
will listens to all your Christmas 
wishes. Plus: some of Richmond’s 
finest female vocalists—Laura Ann 
Singh, Elana Lisa and Evy Watts—
accompanied by guitarists Jerad 
Romero and Dave Schieferstein, will 
be singing your favorite Holiday car-
ols.  
This Northside tradition is made 
possible by the Bellevue Merchants 
Association,  the Bellevue Civic As-
sociation, Linwood Holton Elemen-
tary, and NORTH of the JAMES, 
which has been a proud sponsor of 
this event since its inception. 

NORTHSIDE ART SALE
COMING DECEMBER 3
Northside Painters will be host-
ing their 5th Annual Show & Sale 
of all original artworks on Saturday 
December 3 from 9:30 am till 3:30 
pm—one day only, six hours of the 

best paintings at the best prices.
All the artists will be there at differ-
ent times throughout the day so you 
can speak with them and ask ques-
tions about their creations. Everyone 
is welcome to this event. Great way to 
you get an early start on your Christ-
mas shopping.
Classic Touch Cleaning
1229 Bellevue Avenue
Richmond, VA 23227

CONCERT BALLET OF VIRGINIA’S
NUTCRACKER 46TH SEASON 
Now in its 46th year, the Concert Bal-
let’s Nutcracker is Virginia’s longest 
running version of this holiday clas-
sic. Acclaimed for colorful scenery 
and costuming, The Concert Ballet 
will present shows in November and 
December at a wide range of venues 
across the Richmond metro area. 
Tickets are $15 for seniors, children 
and military; and $30 for adults.
For more information call (804) 798-
0945, or visit http://concertballet.
com/season/events-calender-tickets/ 

JO KENNEDY’S
LATEST CHAPBOOK
Finishing Line Press recently pub-
lished Jo Kennedy’s latest collection, 
“Between Earth and Sky”. Excavat-
ing memory, dream and imagina-
tion, poet Jo Kennedy, in her second 
chapbook, grapples with the univer-
sal question of the human journey—
what does it mean to live, to love and, 
finally, to let go of “the world we are 
adrift in.” 
Jo’s poems have appeared in Hawaii 
Pacific Review, Kansas Quarterly, 
Georgia State University Review, 
and other publications. The book is 
available for ordering online at fin-
ishinglinepress.com. Price is $14.99 
+ $3.49 shipping. It can also be or-
dered directly from Finishing Line 
Press, P.O. Box 1626, Georgetown, 
Kentucky 40324.

Christmas on MacArthur Returns
December 10 from 10am-2pm

A
St. Nick with one of his elves at a Christmas on MacArthur past.

One offering at the Northside Art 
Show and Sale.

Concert Ballet of Virginia’s Nut-
cracker.

Photo by Scott Elmquist.
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AXSELLE 
AUTO 

SERVICE
FAMILY OWNED AND  

OPERATED FOR 71 YEARS

Fair Price, 
Done Right, 

On Time
YOUR FULL SERVICE  

NEIGHBORHOOD AUTO 
SERVICE CENTER

MONDAY—FRIDAY 7—5:30

5519 LAKESIDE AVENUE 
RICHMOND, VA 23228

266-3574
AUTOSERVICERICHMOND.COM

AUTOSERVICERICHMOND.
COM

FROM THE ARCHIVES

AITLYN OVERMAN, 
age 4, dropped sev-
en gifts into the Sgt. 
Santa box at Dot’s 
Back Inn, which 
made her eligible to 
win one of two bikes 
purchased by Bob 
Kocher, owner of 

Once Upon A Vine, and one of the 
organizers of the first annual Christ-
mas on MacArthur. As fate would 
have it, Kaitlyn won one of the bikes 
a week later on Christmas Eve at the 
time of the drawing.
Now, Kaitlyn’s grand-mother, Bar-
bara Clark, is a waitress at Dot’s Back 
Inn, and knew full well that Santa 
Claus was planning to put a bicycle 
under the tree for her granddaugh-
ter that very night. So, Barbara and 
her husband, David, explained to 
Kaitlyn that come Christmas morn-
ing she wouldn’t be needing a second 
bike. Kaitlyn decided to give the bike 
to someone who really needed it.
Barbara walked over to Once Upon A 
Vine, picked up the bike and pushed 
it back up MacArthur Avenue to the 
restau-rant where she leaned it in a 
corner. In the early afternoon, as 
Barbara hovered around tables, 
taking orders, delivering lunches 
and drinks, she couldn’t help but 
notice that a man kept eyeing the 
bike, going over to it, admiring it. 
“I know a boy who would love 
that bike,” the man told her.
As it turned out the man was a 
Big Brother and the child he 
mentors is a ten-year old boy by 
the name Lucas.
“Well, if Lucas can get here be-
fore five o’clock, the bike’s his,” 
Barbara said.
At quarter till five an old Ch-
evette pulled up in front of Dot’s 
Back Inn. Lucas and his mother, 
Pam, entered the restaurant and 
picked up the bike. And Lucas 
brought his old bike as a gift to 
Kaitlyn.
Remembering the events, Bar-
bara told me that there wasn’t a 
dry eye in the house. Even the 

cooks—Jamie and Mike—were 
tearing up. “It was quite a Christ-
mas Eve,” said Barbara. And it 
wouldn’t have hap-pened if it 
hadn’t been for the kindness of 
a little girl and her grandparents, 
and Christmas on MacArthur.
Christmas on MacArthur held 
December 17 from noon to 4 
p.m. was a booming success. 
Hundreds strolled along the Av-
enue throughout the day. A fire 
truck, courtesy of Richmond 
Fire Station # 16 on Chamber-
layne, was on hand, and kids got 
a chance to sit in the driver’s seat 
and pose with real firefighters 
to the general clicking of digital 
cameras.
Santa Claus made a two-hour vis-
it, and the kids swarmed round 
him, then climbed up on his lap 
as he tilted his head and pricked 
up his ears listening carefully and 
nodding to their Christmas wish 
lists. He handed out small toys 
and sweets to every child who 
visited him.
Amy Henderson and The Order-
lies, harmonizing perfectly, en-
tertained the crowds with scores 
of original tunes and popular 
covers along with a couple of car-

ols. Local artists displayed their 
wares alongside Rich’s Stitches in 
the parking lot of Once Upon A 
Vine. 
Stir Crazy offered warm, sea-
sonal beverages—hot cocoa and 
hot cider, and Carytown Books 
allowed kids to decorate their 
own holiday cookies and then 
consume them. In the kid’s book 
room parent’s read to groups of 
enthralled children. Three kids 
who entered a contest to draw a 
likeness of Santa Claus each won 
a $25 gift certificate to Carytown 
Books.
Every shop on Bellevue collected 
new, unwrapped toys and by the 
end of the day more than two 
large pickup truckloads of toys 
were delivered to Sgt. Santa just 
in time for Christmas. Every-
one who donated a toy was, of 
course, eligible to register to win 
a bike And one of the bikes that 
was given away added more than 
a little magic to Christmas on 
MacArthur. 
The event, which was sponsored 
by the Shops on MacArthur and 
North of the James magazine, is 
destined to become an annual 
event.

K

Christmas Magic
On MacArthur Avenue
by CHARLES MCGUIGAN January 2006

Photos by John MacLellan
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BOOK REVIEW

The Murder of a
Teenaged Bride
by FRAN WITHROW

WAS CAPTIVATED LAST      
year when I read Maggie 
O’Farrell’s book, “Hamnet,” a 
fictional account of the short 
life of William Shakespeare’s 
son. Now she is out with an-
other story from the same 
time period: “The Marriage 

Portrait.”
“The Marriage Portrait” centers 
around another tragically short life: 
that of Lucrezia de’ Medici (1545-
1561). O’Farrell states in a historical 
note that Lucrezia was fifteen years 
old when she left her home in Flor-
ence, Italy to begin life as the wife of 
Alfonso, Duke of Ferrara. She died 
less than a year later. Though she was 
officially declared dead of natural 
causes, rumors persisted that she had 
been murdered by her husband.
Even though I knew the ending, I was 
transfixed by this novel. O’Farrell’s 
writing is just so supremely good. 
Lucrezia narrates her own story, and 
I felt great sympathy for her plight as 
a victim of her time period and its 
expectations for daughters of power-
ful men. 
Lucrezia de’ Medici is the fifth child 
of Cosimo de’ Medici, wealthy ruler 
of Florence, and right off the bat she 
is different from her siblings. She 
doesn’t want to sit quietly, learning 
her lessons. She is fascinated by birds 
and trees. She touches the tiger her 
father keeps in a zoo in the lower re-
gions of his palazzo without injury. 
She can draw and paint with remark-
able skill. 
But she is a girl, and girls of that time 
period are expected to marry at the 
whim of their fathers, who seek to 
use their daughters to strengthen al-
liances and cement their power. This 
is the fate that awaits Lucrezia.
When Lucrezia’s older sister, Maria, 
dies before she can wed the Duke 
of Ferrara, Lucrezia is offered in 
her stead. At first, her new husband 
seems kind and patient with his very 
young bride, but as the weeks go by, 
Lucrezia discovers that Alfonzo has 

a dark and sinister side. Aside from 
his cruelty, Lucrezia begins to real-
ize she is but a pretty puppet for her 
husband, and, more importantly, the 
means for him to continue his dy-
nasty.
O’Farrell’s writing style is exquisite: 
her sentences flow seamlessly one af-
ter the other, a delight to read. Details 
of Renaissance life are vividly recre-
ated and effortlessly become part of 
the story. O’Farrell’s description of 
how Lucrezia is dressed for her wed-
ding and for her marriage portrait 
are especially fascinating. 
O’Farrell skillfully moves back and 
forth between the days in 1561 when 
Lucrezia realizes her husband means 
to kill her, and her 1545 birth and up-
bringing in Florence. As her past and 
present begin to merge, the reader 
can’t help but wish there is some way 
out for this young teenager who just 
wants to paint pictures.
Despite the fact that I knew her mur-
der was looming, I emitted a squeak 
of surprise as I turned the last few 
pages. O’Farrell cleverly throws in a 
plot twist at the very end that I never 
saw coming. It is an ingenious clos-
ing to this remarkable book. I hope 
she returns to this fascinating time 
period with another novel soon. I’ll 
be waiting eagerly.

“The Marriage Portrait”
By Maggie O’Farrell
$28.00
352 pages
Alfred A. Knopf

I
Tuesday-Friday 11am-11pm 

Saturday 5pm-11pm, Sunday  9am-3pm

Lunch, Dinner 
Sunday Brunch 

To-Go Orders 
6010 Hermitage Road  
Richmond, VA 23228

hobnobrva.com
804.264.7400

Enter your address at www.cvwma.com

Reduce. Reuse. Recycle.

Central Virginia Waste Management Authority

Check Your
Recycling
Day
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Visit us on FACEBOOK for the latest seasonal hours

WELCOME TO THE FIFTEENTH SEASON AT LAKESIDE TOWNE CENTER 
6110 LAKESIDE AVENUE | HENRICO/RICHMOND VA 23228

OFFERING FARM RAISED PRODUCTS, BAKED GOODS, FRESH SEAFOOD, 
AND PLANTS AND FLOWERS

YEAR ROUND FARMERS’ MARKET
THE FARMERS’ MARKET WILL BE OPEN SATURDAY MORNINGS AND WEDNESDAYS. 

FOR MARKET HOURS VISIT US ON FACEBOOK.

QUICK AND EASY 
FREE PARKING FOR CARS AND BICYCLES—ALL ON A 

FLAT SURFACE AND VERY HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE



Update with smart technology. 
GE Profile Rebates up to $2000 on packages. 

From the latest Appliances to Parts and Service, 
Beautiful Virginia homes are created at  

Appliances on Lakeside.

A beautiful time to update your kitchen A beautiful time to update your kitchen 
with GE Profile rebates up to $2000.with GE Profile rebates up to $2000.

5418 Lakeside Ave, Richmond 23228    •  AppliancesOnLakeside.com • (804) 266-7621

No. 1 for Appliances in Virginia


