
A REGIONAL MAGAZINE SERVING GREATER RICHMOND NORTH OF THE JAMES VOLUME 22  No 1/2  JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2016

www.northofthejames.com FREE

R

South 
Philly

rings in the New Year like no other city in America. 
On New Year’s Day the city hosts the Mummers Pa-
rade which hearkens back to ancient Roman blue 
collar folks who ushered in Saturnalia by masquer-
ading and partying as they satirized the powers that 
be. In its current permutation, the Mummers Pa-
rade traces its roots back to 1901 and German im-
migrants. The German word mummer means mask. 
So there’s that. But there’s also the music—the string 
bands. Thousands of participants, tens of thousands 
of onlookers and revelers, doing the mummers strut, 
and, more often than not, holding a drink and mak-
ing merry. It is the Mardi Gras of the Northeast that 
has its roots deeply embedded in the heart of South 
Philly, down along Two Street. continued on page 14
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Oil & Filter Change  •  Transmission Flush
Brake Fluid Flush  •  Coolant Flush
Tire Installation  •  Tire Alignment

Tune Ups  •  Maintenance  •  Batteries
Full Service Gas  •  Towing

Axselle Auto Service has been providing  
tire and auto service to the Richmond area  

since 1951. Now in 2016 we’re proud to offer the 
opportunity ONLINE through our website 

www.autoservicerichmond.com

AXSELLE AUTO SERVICE 
FA M I LY  OW N E D  A N D  O P E RAT E D  F O R  6 5  Y E A RS

“ Fair Price, Done Right, On Time”
YO U R  F U L L  S E RV I C E  N E I G H B O R H O O D  

AU TO  S E RV I C E  C E N T E R

MON-FRI 7-5:30

5519 LAKESIDE AVENUE
RICHMOND, VA 23228

266-3574

$25 OFF 
Any Service  

from  
$199.99-$299.99*

*Excludes gasoline, towing, and tires            

EXPIRES 3/10/16

$99.95 POTHOLE SPECIAL
Multi-point inspection of vehicle and alignment of all four wheels

Evaluate tire condition and wheel balance
Full brake system inspection

Suspension component inspection
Offer good on most passenger (non-commercial) vehicles. Not valid in combination  

of any other discount. Must present coupon. Only one coupon per visit. 

EXPIRES 3/10/16



January 2016  •  NORTH Of THe JAMeS MAgAziNe   3

Independently owned and operated.
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CRAZY  
CAFÉ 

Live Music Every Thursday  
7:30-9:30

Locally Roasted Gourmet Coffee / 
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Fresh Baked Goods
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(804) 864-0264

 stircrazycaferva@gmail.com        Like us on Facebook
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ART

DON’T KNOW IF RAYMOND 
Carver ever saw Rodin’s Monu-
ment to Balzac, but I’m guessing 
he must have caught a glimpse of 
it somewhere along the line. In 
his short and crisp poem honor-
ing Balzac, Carver describes the 

French author coming off a thirty-
hour stint of writing. He’s wearing a 
loose fitting gown that clings to the 
sweat of his thighs and, after staring 
out the window at the people below 
him on the boulevards, he “lumbers 
to the watercloset and, flinging open 
his gown, trains a great stream of 
piss into the early nineteenth century 
chamberpot.”
There’s a raw beauty in that. Release, 
after hours of endurance, while, at the 
same time, shattering the sensibilities 
of a nineteenth century chamberpot. 
Balzac “lumbers”, doesn’t stride, and 
later, returning to his papers and pots 
of ink so he can pen one last scene be-
fore he makes his way to bed, Balzac’s 
brain “sizzles”. 
Carver’s understanding of Balzac is 
embodied in Rodin’s three-dimen-
sional version of the French writer 
from the headless torso gripping its 
erection, to the robed memorial of the 
writer playing a game of pocket pool 
beneath the tent of his dressing gown. 
Rodin embraced every atom of a sub-
ject’s being and by imbuing his repre-
sentations of them with this intimate 
knowledge he re-invented sculpture, 
and it would never be the same again. 
The Balzac Memorial was first com-
missioned in 1891 by the Société des 
Gens de Lettres. Time line on the pro-
ject was eighteen months. But Balzac 
was a slow and methodical sculptor; 
he was not about to be rushed. 
Rodin obsessed over Balzac, read all 
his works, uncovered every known 
document about the author’s life and 
pored over each one looking for clues 
about this bigger than life French nov-
elist. Rather than solely use images of 
Balzac that were captured on canvas or 
in a daguerreotype for reference, Ro-
din travelled to the writer’s birthplace 
in the French province of Touraine 
and made sketches of the physiogno-
mies of living natives in that region. 
He ultimately found a male model in 
Touraine who fit the bill—a stout man 
named Estager, who was affectionately 
known as the Conductor of Tours.

Rodin made a nude study of Balzac 
as young and athletic, made another 
of the author as middle-aged and pot-
bellied. He created massive heads of 
the author, detailed and precise. He 
sculpted his hand and his feet as sepa-
rate entities that might be employed in 
other sculptures at a later date. 
When he came down to the memori-
al, Rodin decided to feature Balzac in 
his dressing gown. He located Balzac’s 
tailor and had him recreate the Car-
thusian robe the author was known 
to wear while writing in his study. He 
dipped the gown in plaster to crease 
the cloth as it would be creased in real 
life as it hung from Balzac’s formida-
ble torso. The gown draped Balzac but 
could not completely hide what his 
hands were up to. 
Almost eight years after the Société des 
Gens de Lettres first commissioned 
the monument, Rodin, who’d missed 
his deadline by almost six years, un-
veiled a full-size plaster model of the 
work, and the Société was not pleased 
with the results. They were looking for 
something a little more conventional. 
What they wanted was more of a por-
trait, a precise image of the writer, a 
statue. Instead, Rodin gave them the 
contradictions of genius, the duality 
of the human soul. He pierced the veil 
of truth when what they wanted was 
stylized representation, something 

they could fathom, something that 
would not keep them up nights. What 
began as a fairly realistic face became 
an almost expressionistic image, thick 
and blurred, with a gaping mouth that 
roared against the norm. 
Almost immediately after that initial 
unveiling of the plaster model, crit-
ics rose up in arms. They equated 
the sculpture with an erect phallus, 
called it a “colossal fetus” and a “heap 
of plaster”.
Based on this criticism, the Société re-
jected the sculpture and Rodin moved 
it to his home in Meudon where it re-
mained for many years. It wasn’t until 
1939, twenty-two years after Rodin’s 
death, that the Memorial to Balzac 
was cast in bronze and erected on the 
Boulevard du Montparnasse at the in-
tersection with Boulevard Raspail in 
Paris, where it remains to this day. 
First seen in Montreal under a dif-
ferent name, “Rodin: Evolution of a 
Genius”, now on display at the Vir-
ginia Museum of Fine Arts, invites 
the public to peek at the creative pro-

cess of the sculptor, part the robe, so 
to speak, look into the workshop of 
Rodin’s soul for hints of his own evo-
lution as an artist.
In one of the rooms of the exhibit, a 
multitude of small works are displayed 
under large overhead lights that echo 
an artist’s workshop. Here you can 
inspect each composite piece that 
would, in many cases, become part of 
a larger work. 
Rodin seemed to understand that art, 
if it is truly revelatory, must concede 
the fragmentation of human beings. 
They are not one thing or another. 
But rather a disparate combination of 
many things. Rodin would combine 
and then re-combine these element 
into different sculptures. Some would 
stand alone, some would be enlarged 
like the giant foot of The Thinker 
mounted on a pedestal.
In his lifetime, Rodin collected thou-
sands of artifacts and he combined 
these with his sculptures, fusing them 
into the body of the work. There’s a 
great example of this in a hand-sized 

Rodin at VMFA Evolution Of A Genius 
by CHARLES MCGUIGAN

I

Above: Rodin’s Balzac.
Right: Torso study for the final piece.
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Arthur’s Electric Service, Inc.
8910 Brook Road • Glen Allen, VA 23060 • 804-264-2513

Your Local Full-Line                 Dealer  
Since 1969!
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Richmonds Finest 
Wedding & Special 

Occasion Cakes

Free wedding cake  
consultations during February

Valentine’s Day  
Specials

8” Heart Buttercream Cake 
$45

1/2 Dozen Gift Boxed Cupcakes  
$15 

Daily Takeout  
Breakfast, Coffee & 

Pastries Offered All Day 
Monday-Friday, 10am-5pm  

Saturday, 9am-5pm

6920 Lakeside Avenue  
Henrico, VA 23228

 804-564-9450
Email: zosarosbakery@gmail.com

Facebook: Zosarosbakery
Instagram: @zosaros_bakery

Twitter: @Zosaros_bakery

15% Store Coupon 
Excludes Wedding & Custom Cakes 

EXPIRES 2/27/16

1 Free Coffee Coupon 
EXPIRES 2/27/16

ART

plaster nude sitting on the edge an 
alabaster bowl. She is not mounted 
on it, she is part of it, an outgrowth. In 
another work, the same female body 
emerges from a piece of ancient black 
pottery as if from a pupal casing.
The Gates of Hell, a pair of bronze 
doors for a decorative arts museum in 
Paris that was never built, was com-
missioned in 1880, and it consumed 
Rodin on and off for almost forty 
years. He was always adding to it, or 
taking away from it, or recreating a 
portion of it. Over two hundred hu-
man figures would eventually appear 
in this piece. Its initial inspiration was 
“The Inferno” and the figure oversee-
ing the creation, which later became 
Rodin’s most iconic sculpture, The 
Thinker, is said to be Dante himself.
Out of those same doors would 
emerge a multitude of independent 
sculptures, among them The Kiss, 
Fleeting Love, The Old Courtesan and 
The Three Shades.
Like the Memorial to Balzac, The 
Gates of Hell would not be cast in 
bronze during Rodin’s lifetime. And 
like the Balzac monument, Rodin kept 
the plaster model of these doors at his 
studio in Meudon, just outside Paris. 
The first bonze cast was made in 1925 
by the founder of the Rodin Museum 
in Philadelphia.
No Rodin exhibition would be com-
plete without The Burghers of Calais—
a sculpture that describes like no other 
in the world the real face of sacrifice 
which is seen not only in the faces of 
these men but in their hands and feet 
and torsos. Three of the six burghers 
are featured in the Evolution of a Ge-
nius, each standing independently.
Quick back story: England’s King Ed-
ward III had laid siege to the French 
port of Calais and King Philip VI of 
France ordered the city to hold out. 
Like the Siege of Vicksburg during the 
American Civil War, starvation finally 
won the day. Then King Edward III of-
fered to spare Calais’ inhabitants if six 
of its most prominent leaders would 
surrender themselves, wearing nooses 
and toting the keys to the gated city. 
Six of the wealthiest burghers volun-
teered. Though their lives were ulti-
mately spared, these men gave them-
selves over fully expecting execution.
In 1884, more than five hundred years 
after this event occurred, Rodin was 
commissioned by Calais to create a 
monument to these six men. Again, 
Rodin’s sculpture was received with 
criticism. What many people wanted 
was another standard representation 
of heroism, romantic, with pyramidal 
arrangement and allegorical figures. 

Rodin’s burghers exhibit grief and 
turmoil and agony—honest portray-
als of true self-sacrifice. Rodin had 
wanted the monument to rest at street 
level so passersby would engage these 
larger-than-life burghers. Instead the 
city fathers erected the monument on 
a massive pedestal in a public park. 
Years later, after Rodin’s death, the 
Burghers of Calais was finally moved 
to a much lower base where pedes-
trians could encounter the men who 
would have given their lives for their 
countrymen. 
Not long after viewing the exhibit I 
read this piece written by Rodin him-
self regarding his Memorial to Balzac. 
“There was only one way to evoke 
my subject,” he wrote. “I had to show 
Balzac in his study, breathless, hair 
in disorder, eyes lost in a dream; a 

genius, who in his little room recon-
structs a whole society, piece by piece, 
in order to bring it to tumultuous life, 
who never rests, turns night into day, 
drives himself.”
And this sculptor of genius and com-
passion also wrote: “What a sorry 
time we live in! Some believe in pro-
gress because there are telephones, 
steamships, etc.; but all that is only 
an improvement of the arm, the leg, 
the eye, the ear. Who shall improve 
the soul?”
So not much has really changed. In 
our age, telephones become iPhones 
and steamships become “smart” ships. 
We may have improved the extensions 
of our ears and legs, arms and eyes, but 
the human soul still languishes. Still 
cries out in a mighty roar.  

Top: Rodin’s Burghers of Calais.
Bottom left: The Kiss.
Bottom right: The Thinker.
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FREE PARAKEET
With Purchase Of Parakeet Set-Up

Not valid with sale items, other coupons or discounts. Expires 3/10/16

15% 
OFF 

REPTILE SUPPLIES
With Purchase Of A Reptile

Not valid with sale items, other coupons or discounts. Expires 3/10/16

$4.00 OFF GROOMING

(New Customers Only)
With Coupons Only. Not Valid With Any Other Offer. Expires 3/10/16

Cute Dogs  
& Cats For 
Adoption
Through Area  
Rescue Groups

Check out our website or facebook 
page for adoption stands.

FREE TROPICAL FISH
Buy One at  
Reg. Price, Get  
One of Equal or 
Lesser Value Free

Limit $5.99 value. 
Not valid with sale items, other coupons or discounts. Expires 3/10/16

Valid for Precise, Eukanuba, Natural Balance and Iams brands, only.  
Not valid with sale items, other coupons or discounts. Expires 3/10/16

$10 OFF

Dog & Cat Food

$5.00 OFF
Dog or Cat food  

of 26 lbs. or more 

$3.00 OFF
Dog or Cat food  

of 12 lbs. to 25 lbs.

$2.00 OFF
Dog or Cat food  

up to 8 lbs.

$50 OFF any purchase of $300 or more
$25 OFF any purchase of $199 to $299.99

For use in Pond Center only. Not valid with any other discounts, with other coupons, 
discounts, sale items, cat litter and dog or cat food. Expires 3/10/16

ALL PONDS 
AND POND SUPPLIES

$50 OFF

SAVE ON PET SUPPLIES

 
$10 OFF any purchase of $60 or more 
$5 OFF any purchase of $35 to $59.99 
$2 OFF any purchase of $15 to $34.99

Not valid with sale items, other coupons or discounts, cat litter, dog or cat food.  
Not valid on Frontline or Advantage. Expires 3/10/16

 Pond Center Open Year Round

Professional Pet 
Grooming by  

The Barking Lot 
All Breeds Of Dogs And Cats 
SHOP LOCALLY, BUY LOCALLY!
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S A TEACHER OF 
young children, I 
naturally gravitate to-
ward books that will 
help me in my work, 
so I was immediately 
drawn to Barry Pri-

zant’s excellent book, “Uniquely Hu-
man: A Different Way of Seeing Au-
tism.” I sat down to read just the first 
few pages and was so entranced that 
before I knew it I was half way through.
Prizant’s book is divided into two sec-
tions: the first helps the reader under-
stand autism, and the second gives 
guidance for living with an individual 
on the autistic spectrum. The book 
is engaging, readable, and positive in 
outlook. It should be of great comfort 
to families, especially those whose 
children have recently been diagnosed.
Filled with stories from his decades 
of work with children (and adults) 
with autism, Prizant deftly guides the 
reader in understanding what it is like 
to be autistic.  Rather than a list of be-
haviors, autism should be defined as 
difficulty “staying well regulated emo-
tionally and physiologically:” in other 
words, dysregulation. While everyone 
feels dysregulated occasionally, the 
person with autism is less able to deal 
with this because of his neurology. The 
world seems frightening, and the indi-
vidual copes through what seems to 
be atypical behaviors. 
In the past, therapy has focused strict-
ly on eliminating those behaviors. 
However, Prizant explains that people 
with autism are trying to control their 
world and their bodies to counteract 
their fear, so therapeutic goals should 
focus on helping individuals feel safe.  
“The opposite of anxiety isn’t calm, it’s 
trust,” he quotes one adult with Asper-
ger’s (a form of autism) as saying.
Rather than focusing on simply wip-
ing out negative behaviors, we should 
focus on the “why.” Why is this child 
acting this way? Is he trying to calm 
himself? Is she trying to communicate 
something, even if she can’t talk? Is he 
engaging with others in some way? If 
we ask “why,” respecting the person 
for who he is and where he is, we can 
often support him in a more produc-

tive, compassionate way. We can also 
use those things she is obsessive about  
(her “enthusiasms,” as he delightfully 
refers to them) to build skills and 
strengthen communication.
I found the second section of the 
book equally insightful. Prizant re-
minds parents that development 
and growth are lifelong processes, so 
parents should not be discouraged 
if their child does not follow a par-
ticular timeline for skills acquisition. 
He discusses how parents can work 
with support personnel, including 
difficult ones, and offers many sug-
gestions for helping parents advocate 
for their child.
His goal for people with autism is 
that they find happiness and a sense 
of self rather than academic success. 
Find the child’s strengths rather than 
focusing on what she can’t do, and 
academics will follow more natural-
ly. He acknowledges there are many 
challenges and hard work inherent in 
living with individuals with autism. 
However, he maintains that with ap-
propriate support, an understanding 
of the child, and a community that 
offers choices and means of empow-
erment, individuals with autism and 
their families can still enjoy lives of 
meaning and satisfaction.  
Uniquely Human: A Different Way  
of Seeing Autism, by Barry M. 
Prizant, PhD, 272 pages, Simon and 
Schuster, $26.00

BOOK REVIEW

Learning To  
Read Autism
by FRAN WITHROW

A

P H O T O  I L L U S T R AT I O N  b y  D O U G  D O B E Y

6th Annual  
Bluegrass  
Festival

12-7pm
Live Music 

Food Vendors  
Tons of Recovery Fun! 

BRUNSWICK STEW SALE   
To pre-order stew at $10 per 
quart, contact David Rook  
at davidr@mcshin.org or  

(804) 249-1845

Hatcher Memorial  
Baptist Church  

2300 Dumbarton Road 
Richmond, VA 23228

www.mcshin.org



January 2016  •  NORTH Of THe JAMeS MAgAziNe   9

WINTER OFFERINGS:
•   Hardscaping
•   Landscaping
•   Mulching
•   Custom Fencing
•   And More... 

1237 Lorraine Ave Richmond, VA 23227
(M) 432-6814
email: info@thecottagegardener.net
on the web: www.thecottagegardener.net

W I N T E R  2 0 1 6

She said tell every one in the RVA hey and not to worry that Spring is just around the corner. She  
says it a tough time of year having to deal with cranky “Old Man Winter” and such but she is hoping  
to be in town by the 20th of March. She’ll be sending little signs of her arrival so be on the lookout.

Like “Mother Nature” here at The Cottage Gardener we work year round so please give us a call  
so we can help you get ready for Spring.

Just got this post card 
from “Mother Nature” 
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EW YEAR’S DAY 
is always special. Old 
habits are given up, 
new resolutions are 
borne, but one News 
Year’s Day, in 1863 
stands out for mil-

lions of Americans.
On that day, nearly 150 years ago, 
slavery was formally declared illegal 
by Abraham Lincoln. At least in those 
states where the Union might gain an 
advantage by such a declaration.
Actually, the Emancipation Procla-
mation, as the declaration was called, 
consisted of two separate  executive 
orders issued over the course of a 
year. The first one, issued September 
22, 1862, declared the freedom of all 
slaves in any state of the Confederate 
States of America that did not return 
to Union control by January 1, 1863. 
The second order, issued January 1, 
1863, named the specific states where 
it applied.
Many critics pounced on the fact that 
the Proclamation only gave Lincoln 
the legal basis to free the slaves in the 
areas of the South that were still in 
rebellion. It did not, for example, free 

any slaves of the border states (Ken-
tucky, Missouri, Maryland, Delaware, 
and West Virginia), or any southern 
state already under Union control.
However, it did allow for the enroll-
ment of freed slaves into the United 
States military. During the war near-
ly 200,000 blacks joined the Union 
Army and most of them ex-slaves, 
the Confederacy stubbornly refused 
to accept slaves in their own militar-
ies. Thus the proclamation worked to 
squeeze the confederate states both 
economically--through the loss of 
slave labor-- and militarily.
As the Union armies conquered the 
Confederate states, thousands of slaves 
were freed each day until nearly all 
were freed by July 1865. This meant an 
ever increasing loss of labor that the 
confederate states could not use for 
their war cause and the loss of poten-
tial soldiers who confederates refused 
to use in their own military. Approxi-
mately 4 million slaves were freed in 
total by the end of the war.
Slavery was formally ended in every 
state of the Union  with the ratification 
of the Thirteenth Amendment on De-
cember 18, 1865.  

HIDDEN H ISTORIES

Independence Day 
On New Year’s Day
by JACK R .  JOHNSON

N

P H O T O  I L L U S T R AT I O N  b y  D O U G  D O B E Y

Pizza - Pasta - Subs
FULL ITALIAN MENU 

N.Y. Style Pizzas
Baked Spaghetti - Fettucini Alfredo 

Lasagna - Manicotti - Ravioli - Tortellini
Veal Marsala - Chicken Marsala

Veal Parmigiana - Chicken Parmigiana
Eggplant Parmigiana - Calzone - Stromboli

Selection of Subs - Selection of Salads
Tiramisu - Canoli - and Much More!

FREE DELIVERY
Monday-Thursday, 11am-10pm;  
Friday & Saturday, 11am-11pm;  

Sunday, Noon-10pm

4026 MacARTHUR AVENUE
264-5370

1/2 OFF SUB  
Buy One At Regular Price, Get 2nd of  

Equal or Lesser Value, 1/2 OFF!
Must mention coupon at time of order. With coupon only, Not valid with any other offer.

Delivery available to limited area. Offer valid through 2/20/16 

FOOTBALL SPECIAL
2 Large Cheese Pizzas with Chicken Wings  

$19.99
Must mention coupon at time of order. With coupon only, Not valid with any other offer.

Delivery available to limited area. Offer valid through 2/20/16 
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Diamond DOG HOUSE
Make Your Holiday Reservations Today!  

Diamond Dog House Does Doggie Daycare
Overnight Boarding, Bath and Nails.  

Our Hand Made Leashes And Collars  
Make Great Christmas Gifts!

Throughout The Long Winter  
Bring Your Dogs To Us For Daycare...  

They Love It!
Let Your Dogs Come And Play Every Day At Our House

1712 Ellen Road,  
Richmond, VA 23230
Across from the Diamond

(804) 254-4101 
fax (804) 200-5621 

diamonddoghouse@verizon.net
www.diamond-dog-house.com

This policy has exclusions, limitations and terms under which the policy 
may be continued in force or discontinued.  For more information on 
benefits, please contact your agent or the health plan. Not connected 
with or endorsed by the U.S. Government or the federal Medicare program. 
The purpose of this communication is the solicitation of insurance. 
Contact will be made by an insurance agent or insurance company.
Anthem Health Plans of Virginia, Inc. trades as Anthem Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield in Virginia, and its service area is all of Virginia except for the 
City of Fairfax, the Town of Vienna, and the area east of State Route 123. 
Independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. 
ANTHEM is a registered trademark of Anthem Insurance Companies, Inc. 
The Blue Cross and Blue Shield names and symbols are registered marks 
of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
AADVOTH006M(15)-VA 55681VASENABS

Have questions about Medicare Supplements?
Call today!

An authorized licensed insurance agent for Anthem Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield in Virginia, license number:

Rob Fox 1-800-390-8457

7922627
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Anthem Health Plans of Virginia, Inc. trades as Anthem Blue Cross and
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Independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

ANTHEM is a registered trademark of Anthem Insurance Companies, Inc.
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of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

AADVOTH006M(15)-VA                                                                                  55681VASENABS

Monday thru Saturday 
9 am to Midnight

Sunday 10 am to 3

4030 MACARTHUR AVENUE ★ 266-3167
NOW SERVING 

SUNDAY 
BRUNCH
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Civil War Soldier, Jennie Hodgers

Samuel Barber will long be remem-
bered for his enduring contribution 
to cultural life. He was born in Penn-
sylvania in 1910 to a musical family, 
and began composing at age seven.  At 
fourteen, he entered the prestigious 
Curtis Institute of Music, where he 
studied voice, piano and composition.
While there, he met the young Ital-
ian composer Carlos Menotti, with 
whom he formed a lifelong personal 
and professional relationship. They 

traveled throughout Europe together 
in the 1930s.
In 1958, Barber received his first Pu-
litzer Prize for his opera,  “Vanessa,” in 
which Menotti wrote the libretto. In 
1962, Barber’s “Piano Concerto” gar-
nered him his second Pulitzer Prize. 
He will long be remembered for his 
intensely lyrical “Adagio for Strings,” 
which has become one of the most 
recognizable classical compositions 
in history.

Pulitzer Prize Winner, Samuel 
Barber, Strikes a Chord

ENNIE HODGERS WAS 
born in Ireland in 1844 and 
years later came to America 
as a stowaway. 
Answering Presidents Lin-
coln’s call for soldiers, she 
dressed in men’s clothes and 

passed the cursory physical, since no 
undressing was required. She assumed 
the name Albert Cashier. Assigned to 
Company G of the 95th Illinois Infan-
try, Jennie fought in forty battles over 

a three-year period.  Once, she was 
captured by Rebels, but seized a guard’s 
gun and fled back to the Union camp.
Living nearly her entire adult life as a 
man, Jennie collected a veteran’s pen-
sion, and voted in the presidential 
elections before women had the right 
to vote.
While institutionalized, her gender 
was discovered, and she was forced to 
dress as a woman for two years until 
her death in 1915.

by BRIAN BURNS and JUDD PROCTOR

J

In the 1940s and 50s, when homosexu-
ality was still criminalized, gay people 
had to find creative ways to communi-
cate with each other. A witch-hunt was 
underway, not only by the police, but 
by ministers, psychologists, and even 
family members.
Underground gay publications started 
popping up, using code words to spread 
information. Some were used simply 
for correspondence, since letters by law 

couldn’t even mention homosexuality.
One publication, called The Hobby 
Directory, was distributed to hobby 
stores everywhere. To the untrained 
eye, it seemed simply a means of con-
necting fellow hobbyists. An ad might 
say, “seeking other devotees of gar-
dening and the opera,” or it may hint 
at desire, saying, “looking for fellow 
mountain climbers, especially dapper 
types with a sparkle in their eyes.”     

Get A Hobby

P H O T O  I L L U S T R AT I O N  b y  D O U G  D O B E Y

RAINBOW MINUTES

Cool Stuff for Cool People
5412 Lakeside Ave. Henrico, VA 23228  

facebook.com/nomadicatticthrift

804-665-4422
Tuesday and Wednesday 10-5

Thursday Noon-7  |  Friday and Saturday 10-5

Come experience  
authentic Greek cuisine

Tuesday Burger Night 
SPECIALTY BURGERS

Wednesday Meze 
APPETIZERS, HAPPY HOUR ALL NIGHT LONG

Throwback Thursday 
CLASSICS FROM THE PAST

4017 MacArthur Avenue  •  Richmond VA 23227

804 262 1081
Lunch: Tuesday-Friday, 11am-2pm 

Dinner: Tuesday-Saturday, 5-10pm; Sunday 5-9pm

omegagrecianrestaurantrva.com

       Follow us at facebook.com/OmegaGrecianRestaurantRVA

10% off with this ad
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If You Aren’t at Your Last Job,   
   Why Is Your 401(k)?

Leaving a 401(k) with a previous employer could mean 
leaving it alone with no one to watch over it.

At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your 401(k) 
and help you select the one that’s best for you. If you’d 
like to roll it over to an Edward Jones Individual Retire-
ment Account (IRA), we can help you do it without 
paying taxes or penalties. And you can feel confident 
that someone is looking out for you and your 401(k).

To find out why it makes sense to talk with  
Edward Jones about your 401(k) options,  
call or visit your local financial advisor today.

www.edwardjones.com  Member SIPC

Ellen Wulf
Financial Advisor
.
5522 Lakeside Avenue
Richmond, VA 23228
804-262-0754

Sometimes the market reacts poorly to changes in the 
world. But just because the market reacts doesn’t mean 
you should. Still, if current events are making you feel 
uncertain about your finances, you should schedule a 
complimentary portfolio review. That way, you can help 
ensure you’re in control of where you want to go and
how you can potentially get there.

 You can’t control  
 the market, but you  
 can control your decisions.

Take control. Schedule your free portfolio review today.

www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Ellen Wulf
Financial Advisor
.

5522 Lakeside Avenue
Richmond, VA 23228
804-262-0754

Keep a level head in an           
up-and-down market.
Amid recent market volatility, we’ve seen some

upswings and downturns. But when the market

reacts one way, it doesn’t mean you should, too.

The actions you take today can significantly impact

your financial future. So before you alter your

investment strategy, schedule a financial review.

We can help you stay focused despite the market’s

recent disappointments and find opportunities for

the long term.

Call today to schedule your financial review.

Jan 7-30, 2016

By Aaron Posner

Richmond Triangle Players - 1300 Altamont Avenue

Presents

QuillTheatre.org or (804) 340-0115

sort o
f
adapted from Chekov's The Seagull

T-Shirts, Hoodies and More
Custom Designs Available

    804-337-1532

WEAR YOUR PRIDE
Buy Locally

Bellevue’s Full-Service  
Auto Repair for 25 Years

Bobby Shore
4031 MacArthur Avenue 

Richmond, VA 23227
(804) 262-7582

“Don't throw it away!”
WA N T E D

old postcard posters magazines
calendars scrapbooks catalogues

photos advertising sheet music maps

BUY SELL APPRAISE

WHITING’S  
OLD PAPER

746-4710

M A IN S T REE T L AW

John G LaFratta
Criminal Law

Traffic Violations
Estate Planning

Family Law

E DUC AT ION:
University of Richmond,  

TC Williams School of Law, JD
University of Richmond, Robins 

School of Business, MBA
North Carolina State 

University, BA

P R OF E S SION A L 
A S SOCI AT IONS A ND 

ME MBE R SHIP S :
Richmond Criminal Bar 

Association
Virginia Bar Association
Richmond Juvenile Bar 

Association
Caroline County Bar 

Association

john@mainstlaw.com
804.355.1800
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HOME OF THE BRAVE

Cradle of Liberty. City of Brotherly 
Love. Birthplace of America. Quaker 
City. Haven for religious, racial, and 
gender equality, thanks to the Quaker 
beliefs of its founder Willy Penn, the 
genius behind the grid-pattern of the 
city’s streets. Each lot in that first part 
of the city included a backyard for gar-
dens to encourage sustainability and 
to retain a sense of the country while 

living in a city that was growing fast.  
Philly is also called The City of Neigh-
borhoods. And there are scores 
of them. Neighborhoods within  
neighborhoods. 
South Philly is bounded by South 
Street on the north and the city’s two 

rivers and their confluence in every 
other direction. Within its confines are 
at least thirty distinct neighborhoods, 
including Bella Vista, Devil’s Pocket, 
Dickinson Narrows, East Passyunk 
Crossing, Grays Ferry, the Italian Mar-
ket, Little Saigon, Packer Park, Pass-
yunk Square, Point Breeze, Pennsport 
and Queen Village.
Those last two neighborhoods were 
where my grandparents lived and 
raised their children. The McGuigan- 
Wisniewska contingent on Catharine 
Street in Queen Village; the Cosgrove-
Andrzejczyk side of the family on 
Moyamensing Avenue in Pennsport.
This area of Philly had a large industrial 
base and attracted immigrants from 
Italy, Ireland, Poland, Germany, as well 
as African-American migrants from the 
South. Many Eastern European Jews 
also settled in South Philly, especially in 
Queen Village. It was a true microcosm 
of the country at large—a melting pot, 
a cultural tossed salad. It became one of 
the most vibrant and diverse multicul-
tural communities in America. 
Probably for that very reason South 
Philly became the heart and soul of 
one of the most unusual annual events 
that takes place in the United States—
the Mummers Parade.
Each year, a day or two before the 
new year begins, my kids and I make 
the trip up north to Philly like salm-
on returning to their native stream. 
This year we have Catherine’s friend, 
Amanda, in tow. We stay with family 
in Cherry Hill and Haddonfield just 
across the Delaware from Philly where 
my aunt and uncle, and cousins and 
their families live. 
This year we stay with my cousin Kosh 
and her husband Antonis and their 
three children, the Three Brothers, as 
my son calls them—Gregoris, Antonis 
and Andreas. They are the Papadoura-
kis family and their hospitality—Greek, 
Irish, Polish—is second to none. They 
host lunches and dinners and feed thir-

by CHARLES MCGUIGAN

PHILADELPHIA, CITY OF MY BIRTH, 
home to my immigrant forbears. When cityscapes appear in my dreams they are always  
of Philly, though I have known and lived in other cities. But this was the city I first learned at 
age nine on an old Schwinn bike that took me everywhere, down cobbled alleys and through 
deserted warehouse districts, ungentrified and mean, along a working riverfront, into  
the depths of Skid Row and Chinatown, Society Hill, and the bustle of Market Street where 
men would shovel ice on fish stacked like ears of corn on countertops along the sidewalk. 

SouthPhilly
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Wonder ful food, best 

brunch in Richmond.
      – Urban Spoon

Located in Richmond, VA's
historic Bellevue District at

4023 MacArthur Ave

(804) 716-1196
www.themillrva.com

Serving locally farmed 
produce, poultry, and 
meat with vegetarian, 
vegan, & gluten free 

options available.

OPEN 11am -10pm Mon-Fri
9am - 10pm Sat & Sun

DINE IN •DINE IN • TAKE OUT
DELIVERY

ENJOY BRUNCH
Sat & Sun 10am-2pm

Weekly Specials:
 Sun • Specialty Burgers 

5pm - close  
 Mon • Vegetarian & Vegan

Specials all day
 Tues • Family Style Pasta Night

6pm - close  
WWed • Wing it Wednesday w/

$5 wing specials
 Happy Hour • Mon - Fri 3-6pm
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 Happy Hour • Mon - Fri 3-6pm Beer & Wine Tastings Every Friday 5-8 pm 

Open 7 Days A Week 
Sunday – Thursday 11 am – 9 pm 
Friday & Saturday 11 am – 11 pm.

4009 MacArthur Avenue
Phone: 726-WINE (9463)  FAX: 726-VINE (8463)

To get on our e-mail list log on to onceuponavine@aol.com

Follow Us on  
Twitter & Trinkin

JOIN US ON 
FACEBOOK

  Wine Tastings Every Friday Night!

  One of the most extensive wine  
and beer selections in Richmond…  
something to fit every wallet.

  Nostalgic candies for the kids.

  Selection of cheeses, crackers,  
chips and sauces. Stock Up For 

St. Patrick’s Day  
March 17!

Irish Stouts And Ales
Drink Responsibly: 
Don’t Drink & Drive

Many  
Winter Ales  
& Lagers  
Available

Valentine’s Day  
Tasting, February 12 
Chocolate Fountain & Strawberries 

Special Pricing on Champagnes  
& I Love You Prosecco

Bring Your Growler 
Let Us Fill It
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ty or more people, most of whom are 
family members. My cousins, McGuig-
ans all—David, Francis and Paul—and 
their wives and children. Along with 
the Cosgroves—my uncle Mart and his 
wife Joyce and his children and their 
spouses and children.
Early in the morning, the day after 
our arrival, before the sun is full up, 
I hike over to Kings Highways, the 
main drag in Haddonfield.  It’s one 
of the oldest townships in New Jersey 
and much of the architecture reflects 
the colonial period. It is like Williams-
burg, but people have always lived and 
worked here; it is not the Rockefeller 
façade of a town with colonial actors 
playing at life.
Like Philly, Haddonfield was found-
ed by a Quaker, Elizabeth Haddon. 
Among the historic buildings on 
Kings Highway is the Indian King 
Tavern. In 1777, the New Jersey As-
sembly, with the British close on their 
heels, met in session at the tavern and 
there declared New Jersey a state, no 
longer a colony of the Crown.
As always when I am here, I walk 
down Kings Highway several miles 
to the neighboring village of Haddon 
Heights, which is where Steven Spiel-
berg spent his childhood. Kings High-
way is liberally peppered with massive 
homes, turn-of-the-last-century and 
earlier, each surrounded by gardens 
that are botanical essays.  
On the way back to my cousin’s house, 
the sun now up and warming, I buy a 
cup of coffee at a locally owned shop 
and sit on a bench in an alley off 
Kings Highway next to a large bronze 
sculpture of a dinosaur which wears 
a wreath of winter greens around its 
neck. Called Hadrosaurus, its remains 
were found in a marl pit a few miles 
away. That was back in the 1830s and 
it was first time in history that an en-
tire dinosaur skeleton was unearthed. 
As I sit there, coffee in hand, looking 
at Hadrosaurus, I wonder if the young 
Steven Spielberg had known about this 
dinosaur as a child, that led to dreams 
of Jurassic parks.
That night we all attend First Night 
in Haddonfield. It’s a great New Year’s 
Eve celebration, family friendly, with 
lots of live music, food and drink and 
fireworks at nine in the evening so 
young kids can ring in the new year.
On New Year’s Day, we, head across 
the Ben Franklin Bridge to Philly. We 
look for parking for the better part 
of an hour and then find one a good 
twelve blocks away from the parade 
route, down around 2nd Street.
As we make our way out to Broad 
Street, just off South, the crowds along 
the curb are seven and eight people 

deep, so we walk further south to find 
a parting in this curtain of humanity. 
As we nuzzle up to the curb, a string 
band, dressed as great white sharks, 
is making its way toward Center City. 
People break from the audience and 
dance a mummer’s strut as the band 
begins playing “O Dem Golden Slip-
pers”. Written more than a hundred 
years ago by James A. Bland, an Afri-
can-American, it’s the anthem of the 
Mummers Parade, which is as quin-
tessentially South Philly as Ben Frank-
lin or Willy Penn, a Philly cheese steak 
or Italian water ice.
It’s unlike any other parade in Amer-
ica. It’s the Mardi Gras of the Eastern 
Seaboard and celebrates ethnicity 
more than anything else.  In its current 
permutation it came into existence 
about a hundred and fifteen years ago. 
That’s what one of the mummers tells 
me, a guy named Steve Cooper, who’s 
been playing sax with one of South 
Philly’s preeminent string bands most 
of his life.
“I’ve been with the Fralinger for for-
ty years,” he says. “Our string band 
was founded on December 18 1914. 
Our clubhouse is back on Third and 
Mifflin.”
He tells me what he knows of this 
tradition. “Philadelphia is very much 
a melting pot of cultures and immi-
grants came here and brought their 
cultures from the Old World and it’s 
just reveling around the holidays,” says 

Steve. “It started in 1901.”
My Uncle David had told me a couple 
years back that this was so. “I think it 
was originally formed down at what 
we called the Neck where all the sports 
arenas are today,” he said. “It was a 
German tradition and people dressed 
up and shot guns in the air. That’s why 
to this day they still call mummers 
New Year’s shooters. It was a way of 
welcoming in the New Year.”
That’s certainly the origin of the Mum-
mers Parade, but Philadelphia mum-
mery probably started as early as the 
late 17th century. Among Philly’s 
earliest settlers were the Swedes who 
celebrated Second Day Christmas 
on December 26. They extended this 
celebration to include New Year’s Day 
and began masquerading and parad-
ing down the streets of Philadelphia. 
In a band, they would travel door to 
door and sing songs and perform 
dances seeking the reward of food and 
strong drink.
Even during the Revolutionary War, 
mumming persisted. During his pres-
idency, George Washington invited 
mummers into the presidential man-
sion in Philadelphia every New Year’s 
Day during his two terms in office.
Those early mummers in Philly creat-
ed a clownish character called Cooney 
Cracker, who would later become 
Uncle Sam. By the first decade of the 
19th century, the number of mum-

mers who took to the streets on New 
Year’s Day had become so prodigious 
that a local law was passed, prohibit-
ing merrymaking on New Year’s Day, 
a Cromwellian edict if ever there was 
one. But the mummers persisted and 
forty years later the law, ineffectual as 
Prohibition, was repealed.
Within a decade after the Civil War, 
an annual parade was held down 
the streets of Queen Village. It was a 
small affair, but it led to the forma-
tion of some of the early Fancy Dress 
and Comic Clubs along Two Street. 
It wasn’t until the turn of the century, 
more than twenty years later, that the 
City of Philadelphia began to sponsor 
the Mummers Parade.
In the very early years there were a 
couple hundred parade participants. 
Today, 15,000 make up the Mummers 
Parade of South Philly.
After the parade we make our way 
down to Fourth and Bainbridge to Fa-
mous Deli. No deli in New York com-
pares with this place. They make their 
own kosher pickles, cure their own 
corned beef; their rye breads are to 
die for, their potato pancakes crunch 
just right. They call their sandwiches 
over-stuffed and this may be an exag-
geration. In reality, their sandwiches 
explode with corned beef, piled five 
inches high (and this is no exaggera-
tion). One sandwich can easily feed 
two very hungry people. Service is 
prompt, servers pleasant and quick, 
dressed in black and white. Along the 
walls of the long room on the restau-
rant’s north side there is a sort of gal-
lery of all the famous people who have 
eaten at Famous Deli over its many 
years of operation. Heads of state, pres-
idents, movie stars, teen idols, come-
dians. And in among all these signed 
glossy black-and-white photos is one 
of an Irish cop standing in front of a 
Jewish grocery probably right around 
the corner on 4th Street. The cop 
looks a lot like Spencer Tracy. It’s my 
grandfather, Marty Cosgrove, Marty 
the cop, who walked a beat in this area 
of South Philly for many years. He 
would accompany the owner of the 
deli—at that time Sammy Auspitz—to 
the bank every day to make a deposit. 
And any time any of us—McGuigan 
or Cosgrove—ever walked in the deli, 
Sammy or his son would refuse our 
payment. Sammy and Marty were 
very close friends, and he would often 
tell my grandfather that he must be 
descended from one of the lost tribes. 
Guys like Sammy Auspitz convinced 
my grandfather to move his young 
family to Moyamensing Avenue. At 
the time they were first non-Jewish 
homeowners in the 1900 block of 
Moyamensing. My mom told me 
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Enjoy life fully at  The Hermitage:

Mom’s Engaged!

The Hermitage
1600 Westwood Avenue • Richmond, VA  23227 • www.hermitage-vumh.com
Our Mission:  The mission of Virginia United Methodist Homes, Inc. is to provide  
facilities, services and programs to enhance the quality of life for older persons.

Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Care • Nursing Care

Contact the Hermitage’s Marketing  
Office at (804) 474-1816 today,  
and see how engaging life can be!

Find out why residents at The Hermitage are so involved  
in our warm, welcoming community. You’ll discover a  
full calendar of activities, excursions, social events and  
recreation ... tailored to help our residents become engaged  
in community life at every level of care.

All residents have access to our Medical Director who is  
supported by a full-time staff of registered nurses, licensed  
practical nurses, certified nursing assistants, and a dietitian.  
You’ll also find chaplains, social services and physical,  
occupational, recreational, and speech therapists to help  
maintain physical, emotional, and spiritual well-being.
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Pet  
Sitting  

Services
DONNA DUFFIELD

(804) 397-6720

Loving Care where your  
pet is most comfortable - 

their own home!

Hayes Brothers 
CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

321-2216
• General Contractor 

• Interior Painting 
• Exterior Painting 

• Roofing 
• Decks

The Cane 
Connection
Professional Caning  
and Chair Repair

Sign up for a caning class!
Class Saturday mornings

Open Tuesday-Saturday, 10-6

Specializing in fine antique and  
your everyday furniture

6941 Lakeside Avenue 
Richmond

261-6555

her father wanted his children raised 
around people of the book. He wanted 
his children to all go to college, which 
is what happened with all his Jewish 
friends. And all three of his kids went 
to college—one became a doctor, one 
became an artist, and my mother be-
came a professor.
Before her death this past March, my 
mom had told me that Marty the cop 
drew his gun only one time in his ca-
reer and then he fired it up in the air, 
over the head of a perp. “He didn’t use 
his gun,” my Mom had said. “Because 
he knew if he used his gun he would 
use it to kill and he didn’t want that 
on his conscience.” My grandfather 
also saved many African-American 
youth from a system of injustice that 
would have ground them to pulp be-
cause of their skin color. If a kid stole 
something, got in a fight, committed 
some small offense, rather than book 
him, my grandfather would take him 
home to his parents and let them han-
dle the discipline. He knew, that once 
in the system, the kid was doomed for 
life. Many young black men thanked 
my grandmother at Marty the cop’s 
funeral back in the 1970s for his ap-
proach to law enforcement. He left the 
force after twenty-five years because it 
had become so corrupt. I often think 
men like my grandfather should have 
taught police officers everywhere how 
to act and react in the performance of 
their duties. Be not Draconian; and 

only draw your weapon as a very last 
resort, and then fire it in the air, if at 
all possible.
We walk the streets for hours over to 
Independence Hall, where our nation 
was born, and down to Elfreth’s Alley, 
the oldest residential street in Ameri-
ca. We walk quickly and cover a lot of 
ground. We make our way up through 
the theatre district on Walnut and then 
back track to South Street through the 
hipster crowd. 
All the while we are taking in the art 
of building elevations.  Every street 
seems to sport at least one building 
with a fairly massive mural painted 
on one of its facades. Some are deco-
rated with mosaic tiles and chips of 
glass and shards of pottery that tell 
a story. Philly has more murals than 
any other city in the country. There 
are more than three thousand of them 
citywide. Back in the eighties, the city 
wisely created the Department of 
Recreation’s Mural Arts Program. It 
did two things: beautified fairly dull 
facades and served as a creative outlet 
for graffiti artists. 
When we return to my cousin Kosh’s 
house, the family begins to arrive for 
this New Year’s Day party, and vast 
quantities of food, mostly Greek, are 
strewn across tables, enough to feed a 
sizable army. And wine is poured and 
beers uncapped, and then people be-
gin talking—current events, politics 

and so on. But as the evening settles in 
we’re suddenly all telling stories.
You often hear how great Southerners 
are at telling stories. But truth is the 
best story tellers I’ve ever known come 
from South Philly. I remember nights 
as a boy in the summer, late, sitting 
with my grandparents and brother 
on the warm white marble stoop on 
Catharine Street, listening to stories. 
Or other nights on the porch at the 
Cosgrove’s on Moyamensing Avenue. 
I could see the glowing orange ember 
of my grandfather Cosgrove’s cigar 
bobbing before him in the darkness as 
he told stories and shared stories with 
neighbors passing by.
We had heard how my mother’s pater-
nal grandfather, working longshore, 
was crushed under a palette being 
lowered from a ship. The riggings were 
old and should have been replaced, but 
the owners were thinking about saving 
money so they let it go and my great 
grandfather, in his prime, was crushed 
like an insect under the hard sole of a 
boot. The corporation that owned the 
vessel thought more of profit than hu-
man life. His wife raised all the chil-
dren, worked scrubbing office floors, 
walked many miles to and from work 
four times a day to save on what they 
called “car fare”, meaning bus or trolley 
fare. Her son, Marty the cop, an incred-
ibly bright guy, had to leave grammar 
school to help his family make ends 
meet. They literally lived on oatmeal—
three times a day—sometimes, but 
rarely, sweetened with rendered fat.
My Uncle David’s grandmother, born 
in Poland, raised her two girls by her-
self; her husband had taken a powder. 
They were dirt poor, lived hand to 
mouth as so many of these amazing 
immigrants did. And these immi-
grants were loathed by the Nativists, 
who persist, for God knows what rea-
son, in our culture to this day. Yet it 
has always been immigrants who have 
made our country strong, give it, its 
very backbone. 
When I look around at the four succes-
sive generations of these McGuigans 
and Cosgroves and Papadourakis, all 
of immigrant stock, I am amazed by 
who they are and what they have ac-
complished. They are lawyers and doc-
tors, researchers and engineers, Naval 
officers and young men attending the 
Academy. They are teachers and actors 
and writers and painters and sculptors 
and even an EPA director. They study 
Arabic and international affairs, his-
tory and literature, art and science.
My mother used to say that we all stand 
on the shoulders of those who preced-
ed us. Those who preceded every one 
of us all hailed from South Philly.  
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HermitageGrill
A NORTHSIDE DINING EXPERIENCE

Bigger & Better Than Ever
Tuesday-Friday 11-11 • Saturday 3-11 • Sunday Brunch 9-3

Carry Out & 
Catering Available

6010 Hermitage Road

264-7400

F INAL  GRAV ITY  BREWING  CO .
NOW SERV ING  IN  LAKES IDE

6118 LAKESIDE AVE.  |  804-264-4808

PLEASE PRINT IN WHITE

In 1979, the roots of the institution that would  

become Walker & Son Custom Jewelry and Repair  

were laid in Los Angeles California by Ernest Walker.

Over the decades that followed, Walker & Son’s  

mission has been to support all communities in unity  

and brotherhood. For anyone out there who feels  

under served or unappreciated, know that we at  

Walker & Son will do everything in our power to  

serve you in the manner you deserve.

4038 MacArthur Avenue  |  Richmond, VA 23227

(804) 266-1584  |  (804) 266-1585

         walkerandsonjewelers             @walkerandsoninc

www.walkerandsoninc.com

Serving All  
Communities  
Since 1979
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January/February

Stir Crazy Café THURSDAY MUSIC NIGHTS 
Get your weekly dose of live music at 7:30 pm every Thursday night at Stir Crazy 
Cafe on MacArthur  Avenue in Bellevue.
January 21, Hotel X
January 28, Small Merrit
February 4, Buzzy Lawler
February 11, Django Tango
February 18, Rattlemouth (pictured on left)
February 25, My Son the Doctor
Stir Crazy Café, 4015 MacArthur Avenue, (804) 864-0264  

Q U I L L  T H E AT R E  P H O T O  b y  A A R O N  S U T T E N

CALENDAR

StupidF***ingBirdatQuill Theatre 

UILL THEATRE’S PRODUCTION OF 
Stupid F***ing Bird is part of Richmond’s 
Acts of Faith Festival—now in its 12th 
year. An exquisitely narcissistic fam-

ily of directors, actors, and admirers warily orbit, swoop, 
dive and devour one another as they grapple with the 
fatal truth that life goes on, no matter what. Loosely in-
spired by Chekhov’s classic play, “The Seagull”, this is 
a powerful, sharply contemporary re-imagining of the  

eternal struggle between artists and those who both inspire 
and are destroyed by them. Aaron Posner has created a 
unique meta-theatrical experience that swings wildly be-
tween farcical hilarity, searing heartbreak and an intensely 
intimate exploration of the thin line that separates audi-
ence and actor. One of the hottest new plays in American 
theatre!  Adult Language.  Directed by Jon Kretzu, Stupid 
F***ing Bird runs through January 30 at Richmond Trian-
gle Players, 1300 Altamont Avenue, Richmond, VA 23230. 

Q
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rebecca d’angelo______________
PHOTOGRAPHY

rebeccadangelo.com
571.212.0298

rebeccadangelophotography.com

COME DANCE WITH US!

(Natalie and Audrey) at 
SCOTT BOYER TEACHES DANCE

Ages 3 to adult, priced from $210.
804-798-9364

scottboyerteachesdance@yahoo.com

Paul’s Place
Antique Lighting  

and Furniture

1009 Overbrook Rd., 
 Richmond, VA 23220

Thursday-Saturday, 9am-4pm 
Sunday, 12-4pm

Architectural Salvage for  
Repairs and Renovation
 Iron Gates and Fencing
Bricks, Slate and Stone

Lighting Repairs and 
Restoration

804-228-9999
www.paulsplaceonline.com

FOR THE SERIOUS CHOCOHOLIC 
Finest Quality Handmade Chocolates

Open Tuesday through Friday, 10:30 till 3:30 
And also by appointment  

Find us on Facebook for additional hours

VALENTINE’S DAY  
TREATS & TRUFFLES

Drop into our shop on Lakeside Avenue

THE HUB SHOPPING CENTER 
6929 Lakeside Avenue 
Richmond, VA 23228

804-363-6873
www.choccravings.com

www.HollisterSales.com

Chris Hollister REALTOR®
Hollister Properties
5407 Patterson Ave., Suite 101 Richmond, VA 23226

804.240.9415    chris@hollistersales.com

Contact me for a FREE market analysis.
I have expertise in Market Valuations, Negotiations, Advertising, Home 
Staging, Inspections, Appraisals, Investing & Mortgage Financing.

Thinking about selling 
your home in Northside?

contact DOBEY DESIGN for all your graphic needs

like the way NORTH of the JAMES magazine looks?

text   804 980 5604   call
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CALENDAR

Mack Avenue SuperBand performs on 
stage Saturday, February 6, 7:30 p.m. 
in Camp Concert Hall at University of 
Richmond.
Mack Avenue SuperBand musical di-
rector and bassist Christian McBride, 
pianist Christian Sands and drummer 
Carl Allen will be joined by legend-
ary seven-time GRAMMY® Award-
winning vibraphonist, Gary Burton, 
as well Tia Fuller, a saxophonist and 
member of Beyoncé’s superstar band.
Mack Avenue SuperBand will now 

be performing with trumpet player 
Dominick Farinacci, a substitute for 
Sean Jones.
 “The SuperBand has always been and 
will always be a mix of veteran players 
and top younger talent, which really 
represents the Mack Avenue roster,” 
says Denny Stilwell of Mack Avenue 
Records. “When you look at this par-
ticular line-up, there are a wide range 
of styles represented.”
For tickets visit modlin.richmond.edu 
or call (804) 289-8980.

Jan 22, 8pm, O’Toole’s Pub, 4800 For-
est Hill Avenue, Richmond VA 23225, 
804-233-1781; Feb 13, 8pm, JJ’s Grille, 
10298 Staples Mill Road, Glen Allen, 
VA 23060, 804-755-6229; Feb 19, 8pm, 
O’Toole’s Pub, 4800 Forest Hill Av-
enue, Richmond VA 23225, 804-233-

1781; March 5, 7pm, Tin Pan, 8982 
Quioccasin Road, Richmond, Virginia 
23229, 804-447-8189; March 11, 7pm 
and March 13, 2”30 pm, Rock & Roll 
Jubilee, Cultural Arts Center at Glen 
Allen, 2880 Mountain Road, Glen Al-
len, VA  23060.  

The Taters Throughout the Winter 

Yet another offering in this year’s Acts 
of Faith Festival, Israel Horovitz’s 
“Unexpected Tenderness, this col-
laborative effort by two local theatre 
companies runs January 22 through 
February 13, 2016. 
“Unexpected Tenderness” is the story 
of a dysfunctional Jewish family in 
Massachusetts. This gripping play tells 

the story of a father who, though lov-
ing, is violently paranoid and patho-
logically jealous. 
Directed by Bill Patton, the cast in-
cludes Eva DeVirgilis, Fred Iacovo, Bill 
Blair, Dean Knight, Linda Beringer, 
Nick Dauly and Victoria Eriavez. For 
tickets visit cat@cattheatre.com or call  
804-262-9760

Modlin Arts Presents 
Mack Avenue SuperBand

CAT Theatre And 5th Wall Theatre 
Present Unexpected Tenderness

M O D L I N  A R T S  P H O T O  b y  A L A N  J A C K M A N

1217 Bellevue Avenue • 266-4403

Monday through Saturday: 11am till closing*

Sunday: 10am till closing*  
Join us early for brunch or dollar tacos later in the day

*limited menu after 10 pm

Your Family Friendly Neighborhood Restaurant
Join Us for Happy Hour Specials 3-6pm, Mon-Fri

Chart a course to Richmond’s  

finest family neighborhood restaurant  

in the heart of Bellevue

Residential Cleaning

1229 Bellevue Avenue 
Richmond, VA 23227

(804) 262-6979
E-mail: classictouchcleaning@verizon.net

Website: www.classictouchcleaning.com

Simplifying Lives  
One House  
At a Time!

ClassicTouch  
Cleaning
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Visit us on FACEBOOK for the latest seasonal hours

WELCOME TO THE EIGHTH SEASON AT LAKESIDE TOWNE CENTER 
6110 LAKESIDE AVENUE | HENRICO/RICHMOND VA 23228

OFFERING FARM RAISED PRODUCTS, BAKED GOODS, FRESH SEAFOOD,  
AND PLANTS AND FLOWERS

YEAR ROUND FARMERS’ MARKET
OPEN Saturday mornings and all day Wednesday



APPLIANCES

TM

5418 Lakeside Ave. • Richmond, VA 2322 • 804-266-7621
Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30 am-7 pm  •  Friday 8:30 am- 6 pm  •  Saturday 8:30 am-4 pm  •  Sunday: Closed

www.AppliancesOnLakeside.com

©2015 TPCK, LLC

TM Profile

Appliances on Lakeside
The appliance experts.

Samsung is here!

GE® 8.3 cu. ft.
capacity

RightHeight™

Design 
Front Load

electric dryer 
with steam

GFDR485EFRR

GE® Energy
Star® 

4.8 DOE cu. ft.
capacity

RightHeight™

Design Front
Load washer
GFWR4805FRR

FREE
FINANCING

18 months with  no interest

Washer and Dryer
Made in America.

Commercial-grade construction. 
Rugged, Dependable. 

Built to Last.

29 cu. ft. Whirlpool® 

French Door Refrigerator with Flexible
Capacity that Stores More

WRF989SDAEM

Introducing the newest 
color by GE—Slate

Strikingly bold 
appliances take 
the fast lane to 
epic style. 

PARTS FOR 
MOST MAJOR 
APPLIANCES!

Miele, Sub-Zero, 
Wolf, Monogram,

KitchenAid

On Lakeside
5418 Lakeside Ave.

Richmond, VA 23228

804-266-7621

Miele vacuums
and accessories

Get your home ready for the 
new year with the latest appliances 

from GE, Profile, Whirlpool, 
KitchenAid and Sub-Zero.

Napoleon Grills

Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30 am-7 pm
Friday 8:30 am- 6 pm  •  Saturday 8:30 am-4 pm

Sunday: Closed
www.AppliancesOnLakeside.com


