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could draw almost from the time he could 
hold a crayon, and push it across a blank 
sheet of paper, and make a world of his  
own imagination come to life on a two-di-
mensional panel. It came naturally to him, 
and was the one thing he was really good 
at. Even as boy he knew he wanted to draw 
when he grew up, which is exactly what he 
did. First and foremost, he is an illustrator, 
but he’s also a graphic designer. This, too: he 
is a creator of comics that resonate with real-
ism and the universal pitfalls that make us  
human. This year his designs will be featured 
on a whole slew of T-shirts for the Richmond 
Flying Squirrels.      continued on page 14
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FREE PARAKEET
With Purchase Of Parakeet Set-Up

Not valid with sale items, other coupons or discounts. Expires 5/5/17

15% 
OFF 

REPTILE SUPPLIES
With Purchase Of A Reptile

Not valid with sale items, other coupons or discounts. Expires 5/5/17

$4.00 OFF GROOMING

(New Customers Only)
With Coupons Only. Not Valid With Any Other Offer. Expires 5/5/17

Cute Dogs  
& Cats For 
Adoption
Through Area  
Rescue Groups

Check out our website or facebook 
page for adoption stands.

FREE TROPICAL FISH
Buy One at  
Reg. Price, Get  
One of Equal or 
Lesser Value Free

Limit $5.99 value. 
Not valid with sale items, other coupons or discounts. Expires 5/5/17

Valid for Precise, Eukanuba, Natural Balance and Iams brands, only.  
Not valid with sale items, other coupons or discounts. Expires 5/5/17

$10 OFF

Dog & Cat Food

$5.00 OFF
Dog or Cat food  

of 26 lbs. or more 

$3.00 OFF
Dog or Cat food  

of 12 lbs. to 25 lbs.

$2.00 OFF
Dog or Cat food  

up to 8 lbs.

$50 OFF any purchase of $300 or more
$25 OFF any purchase of $199 to $299.99

For use in Pond Center only. Not valid with any other discounts, with other coupons, 
discounts, sale items, cat litter and dog or cat food. Expires 5/5/17

ALL PONDS 
AND POND SUPPLIES

$50 OFF

SAVE ON PET SUPPLIES

 
$10 OFF any purchase of $60 or more 
$5 OFF any purchase of $35 to $59.99 
$2 OFF any purchase of $15 to $34.99

Not valid with sale items, other coupons or discounts, cat litter, dog or cat food.  
Not valid on Frontline or Advantage. Expires 5/5/17

 Pond Center Open Year Round

Professional Pet 
Grooming by  

The Barking Lot 
All Breeds Of Dogs And Cats 
SHOP LOCALLY, BUY LOCALLY!

Established 1959

www.fin-feather.com

OPEN 7 Days a Week

RICHMOND 
5208 LAKESIDE AVE 

(Convenient to I-64, Powhite & I-95 interchange.  
Just off Exit 80, across from Franco’s)

262-6681
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Independently owned and operated.

NORTH of the JAMES® magazine is published 
every month. Letters to the editor are welcome, 
but become the property of NORTH of the JAMES® 

magazine. Letters may be edited for clarity and 
length. Although we invite unsolicited manu-
scripts, we cannot be accountable for their return.  
The publisher is not responsible for errors. Copyright 
2017© by NORTH of the JAMES magazine®.  
All rights reserved. Views and opinions by our writ-
ers do not necessarily represent those of NORTH 
of the JAMES magazine®. NORTH of the JAMES 
magazine® is not responsible for claims made by our 
advertisers. For media kits and ad rate information, 
write or call: 

NORTH OF THE JAMES MAGAZINE®

PO Box 9225  
Richmond, VA 23227

(804) 218-5265
www.northofthejames.com
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E-mail: classictouchcleaning@verizon.net

Website: www.classictouchcleaning.com

Simplifying Lives  
One House  
At a Time!

ClassicTouch  
Cleaning

HermitageGrill
A NORTHSIDE DINING EXPERIENCE

Bigger & Better Than Ever
Tuesday-Friday 11-11 • Saturday 3-11 • Sunday Brunch 9-3

Carry Out & 
Catering Available

6010 Hermitage Road

264-7400
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This annual fundraiser for the St. 
Baldrick’s Foundation just keeps 
getting bigger and better! Join CSz 
Richmond as two teams of improv 
heavyweights battle it out for points 
and laughs in a comedy match with 
raised stakes — somebody’s going 
home bald, along with a bunch of 
loyal fans.  Hosted by CSz Richmond  
— Home of ComedySportz, Shave a 
Life 2017 will be held Friday, April 28 
from 8-11 pm at 8906 W Broad St, 
Richmond, Virginia 23294.

Come and watch the show! Just being 
there helps the cause! Make reserva-
tions for the event at www.cszrich-
mond.com/tickets 
Shave your head with us after the 
show and actively help us raise funds! 
You know you’ve always wanted to do 
it! Now’s your chance to go bald and 
have it help children in need at the 
same time! Visit our event page on the 
St. Baldrick’s website to sign up! www.
stbaldricks.org/events/cszrva2017   
and click on JOIN US!
Get your co-workers to join you and 
challenge your competition to do the 
same! A friendly battle to see which 
company can raise the most only 
means more money for the kids! 
And if you can’t shave your head, and 
you can’t come to watch; you can still 
help! Please visit us online and help us 
raise a record breaking amount to help 
fight childhood cancers. Go to www.
stbaldricks.org/events/cszrva2017  
and click on DONATE!
For more information call (804) 266-
9377 or write us at cszrichmond@
gmail.com

BRIEFS

T
HIS TWO-DAY EVENT 
in late April highlights 
one of Northside’s most 
iconic structures—Em-
manuel Episcopal Church 
at Brook Hill.   
The festival kicks off Fri-

day from 6-8 pm with a candlelight 
dinner catered by The Speakeasy Grill. 
Tickets are $50. Edwin Slipek, senior 
contributing editor for STYLE, will 
speak. There will a strolling violinist 
serenading the diners. Throughout the 
evening candlelight tours of the cem-
etery, and tours of the historic church 
will be conducted.
The fun continues on Saturday from 
10 to 4 with opening remarks by Fair-
field District Supervisor Frank Thorn-
ton. There will also be an eclectic car 
show, vendors of all kinds, Jonathan 
the Juggler, Acca Temple Shriners 
car patrols and clowns, the Midnight 
Ukulele Society, the Richmond Urban 
Dancers, singer Olivia Morgayne, the 
Neons, the John Marshall High Ca-

det Alumni Band, and more than fifty 
vendors sell wares of every descrip-
tion. Plus: a Drum Circle led by drum-
mer and guitarist Cory Blake.
And, of course, glorious food, includ-
ing Red, White and Blue Brunswick 
stew; Route 1 hamburgers and hot 
dogs, bake sale items and Gelati Ce-
lesti ice cream.
The event will be held 5-8 pm, April 28, 
and 10-4, April 29. Emmanuel Episco-
pal Church at Brook Hill, 1214 Wilmer 
Avenue, Richmond, VA 23227.

Brook Hill Festival at  
Emmanuel Episcopal

Local Athletes Return Home from 
Special Olympics World Games

Two local speed skaters returned 
home last month from the Special 
Olympics World Winter Games held 
in Austria with more than just incred-
ible stories. They brought home the 
Gold, the Silver and the Bronze in 
speed skating competitions.
Craig Licorish took home bronze 
medals in the 777M, and the 500M. A 
10-year veteran of Special Olympics, 
Craig couldn’t wait to attend his first 
World Games, travel abroad and learn 
about other countries and people. 
Christina Dryer earned gold in the 
333M, and the silver in the 222M. 
Christina, 27, has been involved in 
Special Olympics for 16 sixteen. This 
was her first time participating in 
World Games.
“My family and I are so very proud of 
Craig and his awesome accomplish-
ment!” Craig’s mother, Lyndrea Mun-
nerlyn said. “His journey to Austria 
to compete in the World Games gave 
him the opportunity to not just be 
a part of a worldwide event, but to 
take another step towards becoming 
an adult by travelling abroad without 
his family, by having to be responsible 
for important documents, such as his 
passport, and learning how watch out 
for his fellow teammates.”
In addition to the two local athletes, 
the Virginia team included Law 
Enforcement Torch Run Final Leg 
Runner, Christiansburg Police De-

partment Investigator Maureen Mc-
Clanahan; medical team volunteer, 
Dave Pawlowski, Special Olympics 
Virginia’s vice president of programs; 
speed skating coach, Kurt Krumreich 
of Virginia Beach; Sargent Shriver In-
ternational Global messenger David 
Egan; and Global Messenger mentor, 
David Thomason.
 Two other Richmond-area nonprofits 
also participated in the Games’ open-
ing and closing ceremonies – Miracles 
in Motion and SPARC the School of 
Performing Arts in the Richmond 
Community. Taylor Carpenter, one 
of two local athletes who danced with 
Miracles in Motion, also is a Special 
Olympics Virginia basketball play-
er. She earned a silver medal at the 
Games. Additionally, Mechanicsville-
native Jason Mraz performed during 
the Games’ Opening Ceremony.
More than 2,700 athletes and 1,100 
coaches representing 107 countries, 
along with 3,000 volunteers and thou-
sands more spectators, participated in 
this year’s World Winter Games. This 
was the second time Austria has host-
ed the World Winter Games, having 
also staged the event in 1993. ESPN 
was the official broadcast partner of 
the 2017 Special Olympics World 
Games, allowing millions around the 
world to watch the competitions. Spe-
cial Olympics World Summer Games 
2019 will be held in Abu Dhabi.

CSz Richmond/ComedySportz  
Hosts Annual Shave A Life to  
Benefit St. Baldrick’s Foundation

Local speed skating medalists, Christina Dryer and Craig Licorish.

St. Baldrick’s annual Shave A Life 
at CSz Richmond, home of Comedy 
Sportz.
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Arthur’s Electric Service, Inc.
8910 Brook Road • Glen Allen, VA 23060 • 804-264-2513

Your Local Full-Line                 Dealer  
Since 1969!



6   NORTH Of THe JAMeS MAgAziNe  •  April 2017

N DUMBARTON  
Road, 2828 is 
something of an 
anomaly. A large 
brick American 
four-square with a 
broad front porch, 

and the neat symmetry of abundant 
windows, all topped with a slate roof. 
It’s a durable structure built to last 
from the early years of the last cen-
tury, and set back from the roadside 
on a sizable chunk of land—about an 
acre and a half, an unusually large lot 
for Lakeside. Often, particularly on 
the weekends, an old pickup would 
pull into the gravel drive and a group 
of men would descend from the front 
porch of the house and gather around 
the driver and then move to the bed 
of the truck where they would begin 
unloading furniture, washing ma-
chines, refrigerators, cardboard boxes, 
and assorted junk. This happened reg- 
ularly, and the items were either hauled 
into the house, placed on the front 
porch, or taken to the back yard. I had 
seen this play out dozens of times over 
the years, but never knew who lived in 
this house.
Back in late February, Carter and Tip 
McClure, co-owners of The Estate 
Experts, invited me over to 2828 to 
see for myself what the place—inside 
and out—was like before they tackled 
it, and sold or scrapped its contents, 
which the owner had accumulated 
over a lifetime. Through it all I would 
learn something about the life of the 
man who lived there.
That day, I followed Tip and Carter 
through the house from room to 
room. Carter held the face mask of her 
cupped hand over her nose to filter 
out the dust and mold spore. Clouds 
of dust rose wherever we walked, tiny 
bursts that looked like wisps of smoke. 
Every room was packed with furniture 
and mantle clocks and books and art-
work and clothing and comforters and 
Depression glass and china and tow-
ers of cardboard boxes, which together 
formed a sort of helter-skelter skyline 
of a city run amuck. Some rooms you 
could not navigate through, the debris 
was that thick, and in every corner 
of every ceiling, ancient spider webs 
hung like hammocks, weighty as raw 
wool, laden with dust, soot, cat hair, 
and flecks of human skin and animal 
dander shed for many long decades by 

the occupant, and his pets and tenants. 
Though outside it was a bright and 
sunny afternoon, the house, despite its 
profusion of windows, was dark as a 
tomb. Clutter blocked many of those 
windows, and the panes of glass in the 
unobstructed windows were coated 

with grease and grime, as if they were 
cut from sheets of beeswax so the light 
that filtered through them was the 
color of amber.   
The second floor was less cluttered. 
There were several bedrooms up 
there where renters had dwelt. One 

renter was still there that day, but 
we never saw him, though we could 
hear him moving around behind his 
locked door. It was a shuffling sound 
and I could hear faint music. All four 
bedrooms radiated off the hub of a 
slipshod kitchen of sorts that was ab-
solutely filthy—cigarette butts, ashes, 
pizza boxes, beer cans on the floor—
and there was the stench of roaches 
and rotting food. 
Both the basement and attic were 
choked with so much debris that it 
was all but impossible to enter. Carter 
begged off these explorations, but Tip 
and I waded through the flood tide of 
one’s man’s past, and when we found 
a suitable shore he began opening 
cardboard boxes that had been stored 
there for God knows how many years. 
Sometimes, when Tip opened a box, 
the cardboard crumbled like crushed 
graham crackers in his hands.  
After touring the interior, we made 
our way to the back yard, which was a 
marriage between a municipal dump 
and a scrap metal yard—appliances 
large and small, outdoor furniture, 
piles of trash, garbage bags filled with 
aluminum cans, outbuildings burst-
ing at the seams with junk, a fleet of 
rusted lawnmowers, an army of squat 
outdoor grills, and even kitchen sinks. 
No rhyme or reason to this collection 
of refuse, and no order to it. Through 
it all, grew vines and bamboo, as if the 
earth, through its vegetation, were 
trying to capture and to crush and 
to engulf these manmade intrusions. 
Shoots of bamboo grew through the 
housing of stoves and washing ma-
chines. Trumpet vines and honey-
suckle smothered lawn chairs and 
slabs of picket fencing. It was an urban 
jungle back there.
What we had here was a hoarder of 
near epic proportions. Nonetheless, 
Carter and Tip assured me they would 
have the house ready for an estate sale 
in a couple of weeks, and I smiled 
and nodded. But as I pulled out of the 
drive, tires crunching through gravel, I 
said to myself: “No way.”
The day before the estate sale, I visited 
2828 again, and sure enough Tip and 
Carter had cleaned up the house, cre-
ated inroads through the back yard, 
and, in Carter’s words, “staged it” for 
the sale.  And I chomped on my own 
words of doubt.

FEATURE

O
2828 Story of a House 
by CHARLES MCGUIGAN

Above: Carter and Tip are able to relax a bit after readying the house for the sale. 
Below: Paths had to be cut through the detritus in the back yard. 
Bottom: One of the rooms in its original state.
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The Hermitage:  A Nice Place to Visit, But …
… It’s even better, when you live here!

Come see what the excitement’s all about at The Hermitage —  
the only Richmond continuing care community without an entrance fee.

At The Hermitage, our residents are as busy as they choose, enjoying  
interesting activities and plentiful outings. And our central location  
makes it easy for family and friends to drop by. See for yourself the  
fresh new spirit at Richmond’s landmark retirement community. 

Distinguished past - Vibrant future

We offer:
• Independent Living

• Assisted Living
• Nursing Care

• Two Secure Memory  
Care Neighborhoods
• Speech, Physical,  
and Occupational  

Rehab Services

For more information, contact us at:  

(804) 474-1800   hermitage-vumh.com 
1600 Westwood Avenue Richmond, VA 23227

THE HEALY GALA AT GLEN ALLEN

SpringTowardsHigher Education
Friday, April 21st, 2017, 7pm to 11pm 
The Cultural Arts Center At Glen Allen 
2880 Mountain Road, Glen Allen VA 23060
Themed this year as “Spring Towards Higher Education”.  
The band “Summer Haus” will be our entertainment for  
the night! Ladies put on that pretty spring dress, and guys  
get ready to impress the ladies as you dance the evening  
away, while enjoying a night of silent and live auctions, a raffle, light  
hors d’oeuvres, and beverages. Funds raised by the Gala support an ongoing  
scholarship benefitting students at Glen Allen High School.  
Mark it on your calendar—Friday April 21st- The Healy Gala at Glen Allen!

$25 per person in advance, $35 at the door 
Information / Tickets / Donations: www.healygala.org or call 804-257-9605

THE fun premiere event in Glen Allen for Spring— 
The Healy Gala at Glen Allen!
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“I’ve been doing estate sales now since 
1986, I got my start in Washington, 
D.C.,” Tip said. “So I’ve seen a lot of 
stuff. This was by far the nastiest.”
And, in a way, The Estate Experts 
enabled this man Leroy Basham to be-
come a hoarder. 
“Leroy had been a shopper of ours 
since we started our business twenty 
years ago,” said Carter. “He came to 
pretty much all of our estate sales, and 
probably others too, but he was kind 
of hooked on us because he liked us.”  
Leroy had a particular fondness for 
canning jars, any make, any model. He 
also had a penchant for green Depres-
sion glass, ceramic cookie jars, statues 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Victorian 
pitchers with wash basins, and Vic-
trolas. Those were the kinds of things 
Leroy would purchase during the first 
and second days of an estate sale. Then 
he’d circle back on the last day, typi-
cally a Monday, after all the good stuff 
had been picked over, and he would 
get down to business.
“He was a bottom feeder,” Tip told me. 
“He would always come the last day 
and I would give him stuff. At the end, 

I would call it VIP Monday, I would 
just throw scrap metal on his truck 
not knowing how much money I was 
giving him every week.  But he would 
help me clean the house out, and that’s 
the ultimate goal of what we do.”
Carter was nodding along with Tip’s 
words. “He would come at the very, 
very end,” she said. “He would get the 
real leftovers, the pieces and parts.”
Remember, Leroy’s home was also 
a rooming house. And on those VIP 

Mondays he would stock up on sup-
plies that he’d later sell to his tenants. 
“So, he would buy all kinds of sham-
poo and supplies, and dole it out to his 
tenants, selling it,” said Carter. 
“Band-Aids too were another cash 
cow in Leroy’s house,” said Tip.  “The 
tenants were always getting cut, and 
Leroy always had Band-Aids for sale.”
On those days of leftovers, Carter 
would tell Leroy where he could find 
a shoebox, and then he would enter 

the bathroom and open the medicine 
chest above the sink and begin filling 
the box with shaving cream, razors, 
aspirin, shampoo, just about any-
thing. And all these items were free. 
“We’d open the cabinet door below 
the kitchen sink for him, and he’d get 
all the Comet and Endust, just clean it 
out,” Carter recalled. “We didn’t have 
to do that, but Leroy was our friend.”
Tip saw him as more than a friend. 
“He was like a brother to me, sure,” 
he said. “I’ve known Leroy for over 
twenty years.  We shared brotherly an-
tics. I mean, although he was eighty—
almost thirty years my senior—we 
would speak politics, we’d talk, tell 
jokes, the way brothers do.”
Over the years, Tip and Carter began 
learning bits and pieces of Leroy Bash-
am’s life. He was a child of the Great 
Depression, and grew up in an eco-
nomically bleak section of our sister 
state to the west.
“He would not throw anything away, 
he was incredibly frugal,” said Carter. 
“He came from very poor origins in 
West Virginia, and he saved every-
thing because it could be reused.”

FEATURE

Monday thru Saturday 
9 am to Midnight

Sunday 10 am to 3

4030 MACARTHUR AVENUE ★ 266-3167
NOW SERVING 

SUNDAY 
BRUNCH

M A IN S T REE T L AW

John G LaFratta
Criminal Law

Traffic Violations
Estate Planning

Family Law

E DUC AT ION:
University of Richmond,  

TC Williams School of Law, JD
University of Richmond, Robins 

School of Business, MBA
North Carolina State 

University, BA

P R OF E S SION A L 
A S SOCI AT IONS A ND 

ME MBE R SHIP S :
Richmond Criminal Bar 

Association
Virginia Bar Association
Richmond Juvenile Bar 

Association
Caroline County Bar 

Association

john@mainstlaw.com
804.355.1800

Paul’s Place
Antique Lighting  

and Furniture

1009 Overbrook Rd., 
 Richmond, VA 23220

Thursday-Saturday 9-5pm 
Sunday 12-5pm 

Closed Monday-Wednesday
Architectural Salvage for  
Repairs and Renovation
 Iron Gates and Fencing
Bricks, Slate and Stone

Lighting Repairs and 
Restoration

804-228-9999
www.paulsplaceonline.com 

email info@paulsplaceonline.com

Tip digging through stacks of crumbling boxes in the attic
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Leroy even wanted the stubs of candles 
with their curled, blackened wicks. 
“He would burn everything, used can-
dles in the woodstove,” Tip said. “He 
never turned the heat on is house, so 
he would just burn all the residue that 
was given to him. The trash he didn’t 
throw out. The incinerator would take 
care of it, and supply his heat.”
Leroy also wanted every remnant of 
bar soap, even those that were wafer-
thin. “That’s how he did his laundry,” 
Tip told me. “He would take all those 
little pieces of soap, put them in a ny-
lon stocking and use it as his washing 
machine detergent.”  
“He thought he had had a use for 
everything so he just became a true 
hoarder, a true hoarder,” said Carter.
“His estate was so overweight that it 
needed to go on a diet,” Tip said. “I was 
probably the first one to throw trash 
out of that house in about forty years.”
These estate experts, it turns out, are 
archaeologists of a sort. In a house like 
2828, the excavation, because of the 
sheer volume of clutter, can take some 
time. Slowly sifting through what 
amounts to mounds of trash, they will 

unearth rare treasures, puzzle pieces 
about a past, as well as commonplace 
implements that successive genera-
tions have used in daily life.
“Every time we do one of these sales that 
has a forty year accumulation like this 
one, it really is like urban archaeology,” 
Carter said. “First you have the curlers, 
then you go to the bobby pins, then 
you go to the hairnets, I mean it shows 
the history of America in some ways.” 

At times, it’s like a stratified sedimentary 
rock, each layer representing a different 
epoch. “The dresser in his bedroom was 
weird because his stuff was on the top 
layer in every drawer,” Tip recalled. “And 
below that was his mom’s stuff—creams 
and powders. And it was spooky, I’m 
telling you. It looked like lasagna.”
Carter and Tip also discovered a cache of 
letters written to Leroy Basham. “He was 
a very intelligent guy,” Carter said. “He 
was a guidance counsellor for Moody 

Middle School back in the 1970s, and 
well-known in the community. Many, 
many of his students loved him. We 
found letters that said things like, ‘Dear 
Mr. Basham, How much you’ve changed 
my life, how much you’ve meant to me.’ 
He was a very well-respected profes-
sional, well-known in the community. 
But a frugal man, never married, and no 
children. Leroy was the salt of the earth.”
Having lived a very thrifty life, Leroy 
Bashman amassed a greater fortune 
than most people would have suspect-
ed. Leroy’s appearance would certainly 
not indicate wealth.  “He looked al-
most like your disheveled bag person 
on the side of the street, panhandling,” 
Tip said, and then Carter remembered 
an exchange between Tip and Leroy 
that occurred several years ago. “One 
day he looked at Tip and said, ‘Tip, 
you know what I think I’m a million-
aire. I think I might be a millionaire.’”
Whether or not he was a millionaire, 
Leroy did possess a fairly large estate 
upon his death just this past Novem-
ber. Along with 2828, Leroy also owned 
three or four rental homes in Lakeside, 
each of which presumably produced 
revenue. He left the rental properties 

FEATURE

1712 Ellen Road,  
Richmond, VA 23230
Across from the Diamond

(804) 254-4101 
fax (804) 200-5621 

diamonddoghouse@verizon.net

Diamond DOG HOUSE
Reserve Your Boarding For Spring  

And Summer Months.    
Diamond Dog House Does Doggie Daycare

Overnight Boarding, Bath and Nails.  

Treat Your Dog To One Of Our  
Hand Made Leashes And Collars

All Spring Long  
Bring Your Dogs To Us For Daycare...  

They Love It!
Let Your Dogs Come And Play Every Day At Our House

www.diamond-dog-house.com

Just a few of the many treasures found and set out for sale at the house.



10   NORTH Of THe JAMeS MAgAziNe  •  April 2017

to his executor, and 2828, along with 
its contents, to an old friend he knew 
from his guidance counselling days. 
“And so we got the sale because the ex-
ecutor knew us because Leroy would 
speak highly of us,” said Carter. “Leroy 
said, ‘The Estate Experts have to do my 
estate sale because I trust them’, because 
he knew of us throughout the years.”
Before they began the long task of sort-
ing through the contents of the house, 
they went on a treasure hunt. Along 
with his rental properties, Leroy also 
left the executor his coin collection. A 
small safe containing the silver coins 
Leroy had collected for decades was 
hidden somewhere under the staircase. 
Tip found the safe and handed it  
over to the executor who didn’t seem 
too thrilled with it. He just stuck it in 
his own back yard, where it sat for a 
day or two, and then, a friend, armed  
with a Sawzall, attacked the steel 
sheathing of the safe and a steady 
stream of silver flowed.
”It came to be eighty pounds of silver 
coins, equaling twenty thousand dol-
lars,” Tip said. “The executor told me 
if he would have known there was that 
much in there he would have been a 
little more quick to open it.”
And then Carter and Tip began sort-
ing, separating grain from chaff, and 
the piles of refuse grew. They filled 
two thirty-yard dumpsters with junk 
bound for a landfill. Another two 
thirty-yard dumpsters brimmed with 
steel—lawnmowers, refrigerators, 
washing machines and so on—that 
was sold to a scrap metal yard. It 
amounted to eight full tons of steel. In 
beer cans alone Tip salvaged two hun-
dred pounds of aluminum, again for 
scrap, and another thousand pounds 
of aluminum cookware. 
“And that just scratched the surface,” 
Tip told me. “There’s probably, on the 
property, another ten more thirty-yard 
dumpsters worth of trash on the whole 
property. Tires and wood, garbage.”

The interior of the house had been trans-
formed for the sale the following morn-
ing, and I strolled through each room, 
with Carter telling me how she and Tip 
had staged it all. When I left, I waved and 
told them I’d return the next day. 
That first time I toured the home of 
Leroy Basham, well before Tip and 
Carter had staged it for the estate sale, 
one image struck me more than any 
other—it was the room where Leroy 
slept, which had probably been a living 
room in the earlier years of the house. 
It had a fireplace and sliding wooden 
doors. Off to one side was his bed which 
was surrounded by piles of junk. There 
was a dresser stuffed with clothing, and 
a number of bow-fronted china presses 
weighted down with Depression glass 
and china.  On a table top one shrine to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, another one 
to a couple of bloated Buddhas. Tons of 
other superfluous stuff. 
At first I thought it was like the tomb 
of some misguided ancient royalty, an 
Egyptian gone mad. And then I thought 
of a cocoon that Leroy Basham had 
spun for himself with his web of posses-
sions, wrapping himself in a kind of in-
sulation that kept him warm in a world 
that might have seemed cold. It finally 
struck me that more than anything else, 
the tiny cell in which this man slept for 
forty years, buffered from the world by 
layers of material things, may have been 
a sort of womb that he tried to crawl 
back into. But you can never really go 
backwards, not once you emerge, and 
the only exit comes at the very end. 
I ended up going to the estate sale, 
which turned out to be a booming 
success. By the end of it The Estate Ex-
perts had raised fifteen thousand dol-
lars. The client was satisfied beyond his 
dreams, and those carrying purchases 
to their cars seemed ecstatic. Each one 
of them had something they wanted. 
And what had once belonged to Leroy 
Basham would now work its way into 
a new home. The only thing I carried 
back to the car was myself.  

FEATURE

www.HollisterSales.com

Chris Hollister REALTOR®
Hollister Properties
5407 Patterson Ave., Suite 101 Richmond, VA 23226

804.240.9415    chris@hollistersales.com

Contact me for a FREE market analysis.
I have expertise in Market Valuations, Negotiations, Advertising, Home 
Staging, Inspections, Appraisals, Investing & Mortgage Financing.

Thinking about selling 
your home in Northside?

Spring’S in Full Bloom!

9592 Chamberlayne Road, Mechanicsville, VA  23116 
804-569-9005 • Open every day 10-7

Fresh Vegetables, Flowers, McCutcheons Jam,  
Jellies and Pickles, Montana Gold Breads

Everything You Need for the Garden
Seeds, Vegetable Plants, Flowers, Potting Soil and Bagged Mulch

4th Thursday of each month 
Locations vary
6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

CONTACT 
804.646.6055 (tel) or email 
chris.hilbert@richmondgov.com 

All Northside 3rd Voter District Residents invited to attend! 

Richmond, Virginia 

The Honorable  

Chris A.  
Hilbert  
Councilman, Richmond City Council
Northside 3rd Voter District 

Northside 3rd Voter District

2017 MEETINGS 
       

  

  

 

 

April 27, 2017
May  25, 2017
June 22, 2017
July 27, 2017
August 24, 2017
September 28, 2017
October 26, 2017
November-December TBA

Goals, Updates & Accomplishments  
 

Carter always has a smile for estate sale shoppers on the weekend of the sale.
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Wonder ful food, best 

brunch in Richmond.
      – Urban Spoon

Located in Richmond, VA's
historic Bellevue District at

4023 MacArthur Ave

(804) 716-1196
www.themillrva.com

Serving locally farmed 
produce, poultry, and 
meat with vegetarian, 
vegan, & gluten free 

options available.

OPEN 11am -10pm Mon-Fri
9am - 10pm Sat & Sun

DINE IN •DINE IN • TAKE OUT
DELIVERY

ENJOY BRUNCH
Sat & Sun 10am-2pm

Weekly Specials:
 Sun • Specialty Burgers 

5pm - close  
 Mon • Vegetarian & Vegan

Specials all day
 Tues • Family Style Pasta Night

6pm - close  
WWed • Wing it Wednesday w/

$5 wing specials
 Happy Hour • Mon - Fri 3-6pm

Wonder ful food, best 

brunch in Richmond.
      – Urban Spoon

Located in Richmond, VA's
historic Bellevue District at

4023 MacArthur Ave

(804) 716-1196
www.themillrva.com

Serving locally farmed 
produce, poultry, and 
meat with vegetarian, 
vegan, & gluten free 

options available.

OPEN 11am -10pm Mon-Fri
9am - 10pm Sat & Sun

DINE IN •DINE IN • TAKE OUT
DELIVERY

ENJOY BRUNCH
Sat & Sun 10am-2pm

Weekly Specials:
 Sun • Specialty Burgers 

5pm - close  
 Mon • Vegetarian & Vegan

Specials all day
 Tues • Family Style Pasta Night

6pm - close  
WWed • Wing it Wednesday w/

$5 wing specials
 Happy Hour • Mon - Fri 3-6pm

Wonder ful food, best 

brunch in Richmond.
      – Urban Spoon

Located in Richmond, VA's
historic Bellevue District at

4023 MacArthur Ave

(804) 716-1196
www.themillrva.com

Serving locally farmed 
produce, poultry, and 
meat with vegetarian, 
vegan, & gluten free 

options available.

OPEN 11am -10pm Mon-Fri
9am - 10pm Sat & Sun

DINE IN •DINE IN • TAKE OUT
DELIVERY

ENJOY BRUNCH
Sat & Sun 10am-2pm

Weekly Specials:
 Sun • Specialty Burgers 

5pm - close  
 Mon • Vegetarian & Vegan

Specials all day
 Tues • Family Style Pasta Night

6pm - close  
WWed • Wing it Wednesday w/

$5 wing specials
 Happy Hour • Mon - Fri 3-6pm

 
OPEN 11am-10pm Mon-Fri 

9am-10pm Sat & Sun

DINE IN • TAKE OUT

ENJOY BRUNCH 
Sat & Sun 9am-2pm

Weekly Specials: 
Sun • Specialty Burgers 

5pm-close

Mon • Vegetarian & Vegan 
Specials all day

Tues • Family Style Pasta Night 
6pm-close

Wed • Wing it Wednesday 
with $5 wing specials

Happy Hour • Mon-Fri 3-7pm

Located in Richmond VA’s 
historic Bellevue District at 

4023 MacArthur 
Avenue

804 716 1196

www.themillrva.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 6 
Look For Us At  

The Ginter Park Garden Tour 

May 13, 1-5 PM 
13th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION! 

Food and Beverages, Live DJ,  
Contests, Prizes

May 20, 3-7 PM 
Cigar Beer And Wine Pairing Outside 

Four Cigars  
Tickets Sold In Advance Limited To 30   

Make Your Reservations Now

Movie Nights Starting Friday April 21 
Submit Your Requests Now

4009 MACARTHUR AVENUE  •  RICHMOND

804 726 WINE (9463)
Open 7 days a week

Sunday - Thursday 11am - 9pm, Friday-Saturday 11am-11pm
onceuponavine@aol.com

Like us on Facebook  |  Follow us on Twitter

Welcome to a World of Wine and Beer
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Rob Ullman not only grew up 
there, but ended up going to college not 
far from his hometown of Newtown Falls, 
and lingering in that general area, a cap-
tive of his own inertia. Until one morning, 
halfway through April, when he woke, to 
the world covered in fresh snow.  “I was 
like, ‘I got to get the hell out of here,’” 
says Rob. “I got to go some place warm.”  
That October, on the day of the OJ verdict, he moved 
south to Greensboro, North Carolina. He remem-
bers that first January in North Carolina. He was sit-
ting on the front porch, the temperature hovering at 
75 degrees, and he was soaking up the sunlight, rel-
ishing the warmth. “I thought, ‘This is the life. This is 
the absolute life,” Rob says. ”I never ever once regret-
ted moving away from Ohio. It’s a great place to be 
from, but I never thought, ‘You know, I should really 
move back.’”
Despite the sometimes bleak landscape, it was there 
that Rob’s talent as a visual artist began to emerge. 
Even as a boy, Rob spent his time drawing. “I could 
always draw,” he tells me. “It was the one thing that I 
was always good at. I worked on it a lot, even at five 
or six years old.” And at an early age Rob would dis-
cover comics which would lead him ever-closer to 
what he would ultimately become.
We’re sitting in his home-studio in the heart of Belle-
vue. He has nut-brown hair and a carefully trimmed 
beard, and wears his signature Pittsburg Pirates base-
ball cap. On the walls there are framed illustrations, 
and comic books—some containing his own work—
are stacked in neat piles on shelving. 
“Ever since I was a kid and I started reading comics, 

I knew that this is what I wanted to do,” says Rob. “I 
always liked reading comics, I always liked drawing. 
And I was more of a DC kid than a Marvel kid. For 
me it was Batman and Aquaman.” His first exposure 
to the Dark Knight was the goofy 1960s TV series 
with Adam West. “And then as I discovered this 
more sinister, scarier Batman,” Rob says. “The dark-
ness of it got to me.”
Many of the Aquaman and Batman comics that most 
appealed to the young Rob Ullman were drawn by a 
man named Jim Aparo. “If you saw his art I’m sure 
that you would go, ‘Oh that guy’” says Rob. “It was 
dark. It was very moody. It spoke to me.” His appetite 
for comics became both voracious and omnivorous. 
He would devour everything.  “Before long I would 
read any comic I could get my hands on,” he says. 
“Archie, you know, Little Lulu, whatever. If it was 
comics, I wanted to read it.”
Rob picks up a pen, then lowers it. “I don’t know 
where it came from,” he says. “I wasn’t a particularly 
athletic kid, but I wasn’t a stereotypical milksop. I did 
have thick glasses. I wasn’t quite that pathetic or any-
thing like that. But just something about the way the 
panels would work together, the way that you could 
tell a story through a comic. I just came to it at the 
right time in my life.”
When he was about ten, Rob started reading com-
ics that were more advanced.  “These books were not 
aimed for children, but aimed for a more mature audi-
ence,” he says. “Like Watchman. I read that first issue 
as it came out, I remember buying them all monthly.” 
Just around the corner from his father’s office at the 
regional electric power company, there was a book-

store that featured comics. Over the years, Rob spent 
hours there, perusing and buying.   “I read ‘Maus’ by 
Art Spiegelman, and that was just a total eye opener,” 
he says. “They called that time the black-and-white 
explosion when all these black-and-white comics 
were coming out from all these fly by night compa-
nies. You know, none of them could afford color, so 
they were all black-and-white. All kinds of weird stuff 
and random stuff.” That’s when the Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles first emerged.
“And, of course, now and then there’d be naked 
chicks and swearing and people having sex and that 
kind stuff,” Rob says. “That was always guaranteed to 
get my attention. I still say, to this day, ‘I’m probably 
seventy five to eighty percent more likely to read a 
comic book if there’s nudity in it.’ I don’t know why 
that is, but it’s true.”
He hands me a copy of one of his black-and-white 
comic books called Traffic & Weather—an intermit-
tent series published by Wide Awake Press. They’re 
snippets of real life, short-shorts that last a page or 
two at the most. The struggles are those of an Every-
man, and thus universal in their implications. The 
backdrop is frequently Bellevue. As I read and view, 
Rob continues talking about the art of comics.
“It’s about unlocking that language, you know, what 
happens between the panels, what happens in the 
gutters between the beats of the story,” he says. “You 
don’t always need to be told, or to be shown with a 
comic. A lot of times you can infer what happened. 
What happened in moment A and what happened 
in moment C, and you can kind of put together on 
your own what happened in moment B. And that’s 
the kind of thing I like. There can be just one inter-
pretation of the story. You know what happened, you 
may not know exactly what happened, but you know 
what happened.”
 Though there are similarities between a written 
story and comics, there are differences as well. “With 
comics you have the visual aspect, so you can tell a 
story with no words,” says Rob. “But you can’t tell a 
story with no words in a prose novel.”
Comics, in this way, are closer in nature to film than 
any other medium. “You can tell a story without 
words in film, and you can do it in comics,” Rob says. 
And as with films, most mainstream comics require 
a fairly large staff to complete a work. “With comics, 
somebody writes it and then somebody draws it and 
then somebody inks it and then somebody letters it 

As a kid he heard the story over and over again. 
During the Second World War the Defense Department built a massive plant 
in northeast Ohio, a place called the Ravenna Arsenal, an important cog in the  
machinery of the war, ensuring a steady output of ordnance. It sprawled over 
20,000 acres and was virtually in the back yard of the town where his mother grew 
up, not far from his own home. The story goes that the government decided on 
this northeast corner of the Buckeye state because it was the most overcast place 
in America, and that permanent and impenetrable cloud cover would conceal 
the arsenal’s existence from possible enemy airstrikes. This boy could vouch for 
that. Northeast Ohio seemed to be the grayest of all places, where the sun was an  
infrequent visitor, and the winter held the countryside in its grip well into spring.

Rob Ullman

by CHARLES MCGUIGAN
photos by REBECCA D’ANGELO
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and then somebody colors it,” he says.  
But Rob doesn’t like to work that way. “With most 
of my stuff, I write, draw, ink, letter, and color it,” he 
says.  “It’s nice having complete control. That would 
be very hard to do with a movie because you have to 
have actors, you have to have some sort of a crew, and 
all that sort of thing.”
He remembers making amateur films with friends 
back in high school “It was always just such a drag 
getting everybody together on the same page to do 
this thing,” he says. 
He pushes himself back in his chair, away from the 
desk. He brings both hands up to his forehead and 
through his hair. “With a comic, you’ve got a stack of 
paper, some pencils and some pens, and you pretty 
much can do whatever you want within your own 
ability or aspiration,” he says.
Often I run into Rob over at Stir Crazy on MacAr-
thur Avenue, and most every time I’ve ever seen him 

there, he is hunched over a table, fingers gripping a 
pen or pencil that glides over a blank sheet of paper 
in a notebook, and then the sheet begins filling with 
images. It seems to me this art form is one of the 
most ancient endeavors of man. I’m thinking of cave 
drawings that tell a story with images alone.  When I 
mention this, Rob nods, and says, “Or hieroglyphics, 
it’s just a story in pictures. You can understand the 
visual language.”
Although he is passionate about his work on comics, 
Rob is more than that. “Well, I guess I consider myself 
an illustrator, first and foremost,” he says. “That’s sort 
of where the bulk of my work goes. It would all fit un-
der the banner of illustration. I’m a cartoonist as well, 
I draw comics and that sort of thing, as time allows.  
As the jobs come in, I also do some design work so I 
guess I would also consider myself a graphic designer. 
I do logo design, mainly traditional print design, not 
web design, brochures, publications, business cards, 
a little magazine design, booklet design, that sort of 

thing. I enjoy doing that kind of thing for print. I’ve 
never been very tech savvy on the web side of things, I 
would always work with someone who handled that. 
I establish how something looks and how it feels, and 
then somebody else puts it together online.”
When Rob graduated high school he went to college 
at nearby Kent State.  He studied English, studio art, 
graphic design. And then after three years, he took a 
semester off.  “And I’m still taking that semester off,” 
he says.
He had some serious reservations about art school at 
Kent State. “I had some of the most apathetic teach-
ers,” he says, remembering one instructor in particu-
lar who would leave class, sometimes for hours. “We 
would have these aimless three-hour studio classes, 
and I’m paying for this? I needed someone to tell me 
to come in here and do this. I wanted someone to 
talk with me about some fundamentals.”
After taking that semester off, Rob worked retail jobs, 

A STORY IN PICTURES
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followed the local music scene, drank 
a lot of beer, and worked on his com-
ics, perfecting his skills as an illustra-
tor. “Mainly, I was self-taught, learning 
from various sources,” he says. “You 
just have to do it. Chuck Jones (film 
maker and animator) said something 
like this in his autobiography: ‘The first 
thirty thousand drawings that any-
body does are going to be terrible, so 
just tear through them right away.’ It’s 
daunting, but it’s the only way to learn. 
If you’re going to be any kind of success 
it’s as much hustle as it is talent. I don’t 
say this as some sort of lame attempt 
to sound self-effacing, but I am not as 
good as a lot of people just in terms 
of pure talent. I would not rate myself 
as high as a lot of folks who, however, 
don’t have the drive to be successful. 
You can be the greatest at something, 
but if nobody knows your work, if you 
just sit around doing bong hits all day, 
and nobody ever sees your work or 
reads your work, so what?”
When he finally left Ohio for good and 
all, and moved to Greensboro, Rob con-
tinued honing his craft. He eventually 
got a job at Border’s Books and Music, 
and began drawing comic strips and an 
occasional illustration for a local tabloid 
called ESP magazine, a general interest 
weekly with a focus on music. “I was 
working a lot drawing comics, but it was 
mainly for myself, it was mainly practice 
for something better,” he says.
Because it’s a college town, Greens-
boro’s younger population tends to be 
fairly transient. “So after about three 
years things were just drying up, and 
people were moving away and it had 
just gotten kind of boring so I moved 
to Richmond with a friend, got a place 
in the Fan, and transferred my job at 
Border’s,” he says. 
While working at Border’s Rob got a 
call from a friend of a friend, a call that 
would pave his way as a free-lance il-
lustrator. “So this guy was a children’s 
book editor at McGraw-Hill and they 
had this series of children’s science 
books that their artist had dropped out 
of at the last minute and they needed 
someone right now,” says Rob, snap-
ping his fingers. “And I signed on to do 
it, having never done a children’s book 
in my life. Honestly, I didn’t even know 
how to use a computer when I said yes 
to the job. So I had a couple of weeks 
there of just abject panic. But that job 
enabled me to leave my job at Border’s. 
And it was a lot of work, and it just 
threw me right into it. I just went right 
in to the free-lance life. It was great.”
Two years after arriving in Richmond, 
Rob returned to Greensboro and took 

a job with a graphic design shop while 
still doing his comics, and free-lance 
illustrations on the side. At a party 
he met a woman named Brooke. “I 
basically bothered her and bothered 
her, until she went out with me,” says 
Rob. “And then I just kind of hooked 
her before she could dislodge the lure.” 
Two years later they were wed. “We 
got married the day after Hurricane 

Isabelle struck in 2003,” Rob says. Two 
months later, the couple moved to 
Richmond and rented an apartment 
on Stuart Avenue within hailing dis-
tance of the VMFA. Eight months lat-
er they bought their house in Bellevue.
Over the past twelve years, Rob has 
cobbled together a successful free-
lance business.  “I just always want to 

keep drawing,” he says. “I’m working 
on the hockey comics right now, and I 
really enjoy it.” 
He considers the range of his work. “I’ve 
always done a lot of pinup stuff, ever 
since I was a kid,” he says. He’ll even do 
custom work.  “It’s kind of a little side 
project I’ve come up with, but these 
dudes will order a commission portrait 
of their wife or their girlfriend in their 
favorite sports team jersey,” Rob says. 
“I’ve done tons of them, and it’s a lot of 
fun. It’s cute; it’s not exploitative. My wife 
Brooke is totally cool with it.”
Like Rob, Brooke is a designer and 
when I ask what he loves about his wife, 
Rob smiles broadly. “I don’t know,” he 
begins, then pauses for the right word. 
“She’s a smartass, and she can take a 
joke, she’s super funny. And this: she 
is genuinely interested in almost eve-
ryone, she can talk to anybody. I think 
we play off each other very well. She’s 
curious about everybody’s situation 
in a very genuine way. She’s one of the 
funniest people I know.”
Rob looks like he can’t believe his 
great, good fortune to have Brooke in 
his life. “She tells me the only reason 
she even talked to me at that party was 
because she wanted a job at the place 
where I was working, and she was go-
ing to grill me for the info,” he says. 
“And she didn’t realize I had my own 
ulterior motive.”
They now have two children. Max 
is not quite six, and his sister, Evie, is 
approaching ten. They both attend 
Holton Elementary, which is a stone’s 
throw from their front porch. 
“Evie’s a lot more like me, a little more 
reserved, a little more of a rule follow-
er,” Rob says. “Max is a total smartass. 
I mean he’s hilarious, but he’s also a 
handful because he’s really smart, and 
everything’s a negotiation. You can’t 
just tell him, ‘Don’t do that.’ He’ll be 
like, ‘Why can’t I do it? How about if 
I do it this way?’  And he never for-
gets anything.” To illustrate the yin 
and yang of their personalities, Rob 
says, “Max is in kindergarten and he’s 
already been to Mr. (Principal David) 
Hudson’s office three or four times, 
and my daughter never has been there 
once, and she’s in fifth grade. It’s wild.”
We talk about the periodic joys of par-
enthood. “I like being a parent more 
than I thought I would,” he says. “But 
it’s also a ton of work. Nothing drives 
me more crazy than when people say 
things like, ‘Well, yeah, I know what 
you mean. I have a dog I just can’t keep 
him off the sofa.’ I’m like, ‘You can put 
a dog in a crate.’” 
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FINAL GRAVITY BREWING CO. 
6118 Lakeside Avenue  Richmond VA  804-264-4808  www.OGGRAVITY.com

Tasting Room Hours: Tuesday and Wednesday, 11-7  Thursday, 11-9  Friday and Saturday, 10-9  Sunday, 11-6

THE MESSAGE   
BRONZE MEDAL-DOUBLE IPA 
2 0 1 6  V i r g i n i a  C r a f t  B r e w e r s  C u p

FIRE STATION 5  
GOLD MEDAL-AMERICAN AMBER ALE 

2 0 1 6  V i r g i n i a  C r a f t  B r e w e r s  C u p

IRISH GOODBYE 
SILVER MEDAL-STOUT 

2 0 1 6  V i r g i n i a  C r a f t  B r e w e r s  C u p

VENUS RISING 
GOLD MEDAL-DOUBLE IPA 

2 0 1 6  V i r g i n i a  C r a f t  B r e w e r s  C u p

DOPPLER EFFECT IPA 
1ST PLACE & PEOPLE’S CHOICE 

R V A  B l i n d  I P A  C h a l l e n g e

(804)377-1977   
9107 Old Staples Mill Road       
www.glenallennursery.com         
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Not long ago, Rob landed a gig that 
will give him additional exposure. 
People will literally be wearing his art. 
For the past few years he had been 
toying around with the idea of design-
ing T-shirts for the Richmond Flying 
Squirrels for their giveaway Friday 
home games. 
“I have a friend, David Frost, who is in-
volved in minor league baseball down 
in South Carolina, and he just knows 
everybody including (Todd Parnell) 
Parney who’s the general manager of 
the Squirrels and so he kind of put us in 
touch,” says Rob. That was last summer.
“And I just kept bugging them and 
bugging them and bugging them, 
sending them unsolicited designs, just 
figuring sooner or later they would tell 
me to buzz off, or they would let me do 
one,” Rob says.
Finally this past fall it paid off, and 
Rob hit the jackpot. “They called me 
and said, ‘Hey we want you to do all 
eleven of our shirts this year,” says Rob. 
“Which I did not expect. I was expect-
ing maybe one or two. They offered all 
eleven of the designs, and offered me 
all sorts of leeway.”
Working on a tight deadline, he began 
work on the eleven designs just after 
the new year dawned. He hunkered 
down for a good six seeks. “Some of 
the designs had a lot of creativity to 
them,” he says. “With a wide open 
theme, I could go nuts. Most of them 
were limited to two or three colors, so 
you have to be a little more inventive, 
bring a little more ingenuity to the de-
sign to make everything work.”  And 
in late February in the marble hall of 
the VMFA, all eleven of his designs 
were unveiled.  “That’s probably the 
only time my work is ever going to 
be shown at VMFA,” he says, tugging 
the bill of his Pittsburg Pirates baseball 
cap. “It was the coolest thing, it was 
pretty great. I can’t lie.”
His daughter Evie accompanied him 
to the unveiling and helped drape the 
eleven design-bearing easels.  “It was 
cool, she was really into it.” Rob says 
of his Evie. “My daughter is very into 
drawing, she’s a very good artist. She’s 
been recognized a couple times for 
posters at school, and anytime there’s a 
drawing contest she usually enters and 
she’s done really well.”
Rob Ullman talks more about his 
daughter. It’s as if he’s seeing himself 
in her. “She’s got a really good eye,” he 
says. “I mean she’s doing stuff at age 
nine that didn’t even occur to me until 
I was well into my teens. She’s definite-
ly got an eye for it.”  

Monday - Friday

7am - 5pm 

Saturday - Sunday

7:30am - 5pm

Now Offering Breakfast and 

Lunch Catering, and Space Rental

Contact Stephanie at 

stephanie@stircrazyrva.com 

or 804 864 0264

“Don't throw it away!”
WA N T E D

old postcard posters magazines
calendars scrapbooks catalogues

photos advertising sheet music maps

BUY SELL APPRAISE

WHITING’S  
OLD PAPER

746-4710

Bellevue’s Full-Service  
Auto Repair for 25 Years

Bobby Shore
4031 MacArthur Avenue 

Richmond, VA 23227
(804) 262-7582

FOR THE SERIOUS CHOCOHOLIC 
Finest Quality Handmade Chocolates

Open Tuesday through Friday, 10:30 till 3:30 
And also by appointment  

Find us on Facebook for additional hours

EASTER CREAM EGGS &  
SOLID EASTER BUNNIES

Drop into our shop on Lakeside Avenue

THE HUB SHOPPING CENTER 
6929 Lakeside Avenue 
Richmond, VA 23228

804-363-6873
www.choccravings.com
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Community House: Indoor basketball  
court; Grace Arents Grand Hall and the 
Ginter Room, with full service kitchen  
available for you to rent

Pool Activities: JRAC Swim Team;  
Holiday Parties including Memorial Day,  
Independence Day and Labor Day; plus 
other organized child and adult festivities 
like our annual July 4th Parade

Pools: main pool with diving board,  
adult lap pool and children’s wading pool

Kids movie night and other family  
oriented indoor activities

Indoor Activities: Aerobics classes,  
River City AIKIDO classes

FA M I LY  F R I E N D LY  
N E I G H B O R H O O D  F U N

FA M I LY  F R I E N D LY  
N E I G H B O R H O O D  F U N

For membership inquiries, please contact us at:    
804-321-1659 or  swim@lgrapool.com
3421 Hawthorne Avenue · Richmond, Virginia 23222 

www.lgrapool.com

COME DANCE WITH US!

(Natalie and Audrey) at 
SCOTT BOYER TEACHES DANCE

Ages 3 to adult, priced from $210.
804-798-9364

scottboyerteachesdance@yahoo.com
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OUND OF MUSIC  
Studios is proud to an-
nounce “Famous Duos”, 
the upcoming art opening 
of Richmond artists Dar-
ryl Starr and Wolfgang 
Jasper. Each has been 

working on a body of new work, and 
plans to show these pieces along with 
work from previous series. Starr and 
Jasper have been partners in crime for 
nearly forty years, and have decided it’s 
high time they exhibit together in the 
city where they met and got their start. 
You may recall Starr’s work from last 
April in the mobile “Mayflower Gallery” 
he fashioned from a semi-rig parked on 
Broad Street as part of the First Fridays 
Art Walk. While that venue focused on 
his paintings, Starr has since been work-
ing more on sculpture for “Famous 
Duos”. The self-proclaimed “art hack” 
has been using duck sauce packets as 
materials, made a homage to the color 
he hates, and has been building a topo-
graphical landscape for the major muse-
ums in New York City. Starr explains, “I 
don’t think the art I see means anything 
to me, but I accept and acknowledge it. I 
lived in New York, I saw Godzilla being 
filmed, I saw those buildings every day, 
and now their images have returned to 
my studio in these forms.”
Darryl has been a distinctive presence in 
the Richmond arts community since the 
early 1980s, first as a VCU student, later 
as an alumnus professor, and always as a 
working artist. He has an MFA in paint-
ing from Alfred University. He taught at 
the Pratt Institute, was a resident at the 

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, and one 
of the first members of 1708 Gallery. 
Wolfgang Jasper, a Richmond painter 
and photographer who holds a MFA 
from VCU, taught at both VCU and 
the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. The 
biomorphic clusters he has rendered 
in pigmented wax recall compressed 
or melted ideations of Picasso’s “Guer-
nica”. In addition to these paintings, 
Jasper also has a number of his earlier, 
large charcoal drawings 
“The paintings and drawings start out 
as blank surfaces upon which I wres-
tle my inner subconscious being with 
charcoal or paint to visually explore 
who I might be, not just as an indi-
vidual but as part of the human collec-
tive,” says the artist. “I try very hard to 
act as a conduit to the spirit and forces 
of nature that represent our existence.”
Famous Duos runs for two days only 
as a pop-up event at Sound of Music 
Studios. Opening night is April 14 from 
6-9pm; and the gallery space will be 
open to the public April 15th from, and 
by appointment only the following day. 
Refreshments served at the opening 
along with live music from Richmond 
rockers Gayle and the Nocturnes, and 
Electric Devastation Orchestra.  
Sound of Music Studios, 1710  
Altamont Ave, Richmond, VA 23230 
facebook.com/events/ 
408806039499140/
For more information contact  
Angela Huckstep (804) 516-2240 or  
at angelakayhuckstep@gmail.com

ART

S

Famous Duos 
New Work by Darryl Starr  
and Wolfgang Jasper

Left: Wolfgang Jasper, New World Order, 48” x 48.5”, oil-wax-board, 2017 
Right: Darryl Starr, The End, 36” x 48” foam and acrylic, 2017

13th Annual 
Spring Awards 

Banquet 
MONDAY, APRIL 17, 6-8 PM

HONORING 

Chesterfield  
County Sheriff  
Karl Leonard  

with the National Council  
on Alcoholism and Drug  

Dependence (NCADD) National 
Office Bronze Key Award!

Virginia War Memorial 
621 Belvidere Street 
Richmond, VA 23220 

To purchase an individual seat  
for the event ($100) or a table ($800), 

contact Alden Gregory at  
aldeng@mcshin.org or (804) 836-5383,  

or visit www.mchsin.org
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F YOU TOSSED ME SOME 
tools and told me to build a 
two-story house, using a crew 
of three teenagers and a small 
child, I would laugh in your 
face and say, “Impossible!”

But that was before I came across 
Cara Brookins, a strong and capa-
ble woman who decides to build her 
own house after leaving her husband. 
Reading her story is an inspiration to 
women everywhere who think they 
can’t rise above their circumstances, 
follow a dream, wield a hammer.
Or construct a home.
Brookins, along with her four chil-
dren, leaves a horrifically abusive 
marriage, one that leaves her physi-
cally and emotionally shattered. Her 
husband struggles with severe men-
tal illness and the story of how he 
terrorizes his family is heartbreak-
ing. Brookins decides that building 
a house with her children will be a 
means of rebuilding her family, cre-
ating their own safe haven as the 
walls go up and the roof goes on. 
The house she and her children 
choose to build is no little one-room 
cabin. I kept staring at the two-story 
home, pictured on the back cover, 
wondering how on earth she man-
aged to pull it off. Even after I fin-
ished the book, I continued to study 
that picture in astonishment. What 
an achievement.
Brookins shares all the gritty details, 
weaving the sad tale of her marriages 
(she is twice divorced) into the de-
scription of her committed strug-
gle to lay foundation blocks, put in 
windows, and install plumbing. With 
the help of YouTube videos and oc-
casional support from her parents, 
Brookins’ many months of deter-
mined effort finally pay off. Despite 
mistakes, injuries and exhaustion, as 
well as the ever-looming deadline for 
her bank inspection, Brookins per-
severes. “Have I mentioned I’m an 
optimist?” she queries at one point. 
Well, yeah, because only an optimist 
could face a task so daunting and not 
run quickly in the other direction.
While I found her account of building 
a house utterly fascinating (pictures 

are included and I spent a long time 
studying them), equally gripping is 
Brookins’ narrative of dealing with 
her second husband and his men-
tal illness. Chapters alternate: “Rise” 
chapters focus on house construc-
tion, while “Fall” chapters discuss her 
marriages. As heroic as Brookins is, 
I was equally impressed by her chil-
dren, who manage their schoolwork 
while spending nights and weekends 
doing this difficult manual labor. I 
found it uplifting to watch how the 
children grow stronger in every way 
as the house takes shape. Particularly 
compelling to me is the transforma-
tion of her son, Drew, who does a lot 
of the heavy lifting, using a nail gun 
with increasing prowess and gaining 
confidence and self-assurance along 
the way. 
Ultimately, of course, this book is 
not about building a house. It’s about 
never giving up, never losing hope, 
and the power of love to heal a fam-
ily. Brookins’ story is a testament to 
what people can do in the face of 
what seems impossible. Her success 
will fill you with joy. And you might 
even be inspired to go out and pick 
up a hammer.  
Rise: How a House Built a Family 
by Cara Brookins 
$25.99 
St. Martin’s Press 
320 pages

BOOK REVIEW

I

P H O T O  I L L U S T R AT I O N  b y  D O U G  D O B E Y

Building a Life  
and a House
by FRAN WITHROW

1217 Bellevue Avenue • 266-4403

Monday through Saturday: 11am till closing*

Sunday: 10am till closing*  
Join us early for brunch or dollar tacos later in the day

*limited menu after 10 pm

Your Family Friendly Neighborhood Restaurant
Join Us for Happy Hour Specials 3-6pm, Mon-Fri

Chart a course to Richmond’s  

finest family neighborhood restaurant  

in the heart of Bellevue

An  
Old-Fashioned  

Service Station

Family Owned And  
Operated For 65 Years

Full Automotive Service  
And Repair

266-3574
5515 Lakeside Avenue

The Cane 
Connection
Professional Caning  
and Chair Repair

Sign up for a caning class!
Class Saturday mornings

Open Tuesday-Saturday, 10-6

Specializing in fine antique and  
your everyday furniture

6941 Lakeside Avenue 
Richmond

261-6555
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Christine’s New Life

Dr. Harry Benjamin was best known for 
his pioneering work with transsexuals.  
Born in Berlin in 1885, his two most 
profound associations were with Mag-
nus Hirschfeld, a German sexual sci-
entist, and Eugen Steinach, a Viennese 
endocrinologist who in the 1920s ex-
perimented with hormone injections. 
Dr. Benjamin first became interested 
in helping a transsexual patient in 
1949, at a time when other U.S. doc-

tors refused to do so. 
In fact, he prescribed hormones for 
many early transsexuals, and facili-
tated surgery for a select few. By the 
1960s, he was considered the world’s 
authority on transsexuality. 
In the tradition of his homeland, he 
shifted attention away from judging 
transsexuals, focusing instead on com-
passion and the power of science. 

Dr. Benjamin’s German Approach 

HRISTINE JORGENSEN 
was not the first transsex-
ual to undergo sexual reas-
signment surgery, but was 
the most publicized in the 
United States. 
She was born George Wil-

liam Jorgensen Jr. in 1926 and raised 
as a boy in the Bronx. 
After being drafted in 1945 and serv-
ing in the Army, Jorgensen’s deep de-
sire to be a woman took her to Copen-
hagen in 1950. There, Dr. Christian 
Hamburger began treating Jorgensen 
with experimental hormone therapy. 

Then, after two surgeries, word of the 
brand-new Christine Jorgensen leaked 
to the press. The New York Daily News 
broke the story with the headline, “Ex-
GI Becomes Blond Beauty.” 
When Jorgensen returned to the U.S. in 
1953, she was greeted by more than 350 
admirers, autograph hounds, reporters 
and photographers. She was likely the 
most written about person in the press 
that year. The publicity surrounding Jor-
gensen’s surgery enabled her and medical 
professionals to educate the larger public 
about the differences between homosex-
uality, transvestism and transsexuality. 

by BRIAN BURNS and JUDD PROCTOR

C

Reed Erickson was a female-to-male 
transsexual and early pioneer for med-
ical transition. 
Born Rita in 1917, she became the first 
woman to earn a mechanical engineer-
ing degree at Louisiana State University. 
Working as an engineer and living 
as a lesbian, she later worked for her 
father’s lead smelting business and 
launched her own company manufac-
turing stadium bleachers. In 1962, she 
inherited her father’s millions.  
The next year, Erickson adopted the 
name “Reed” and began medical gender 
transition under the care of pioneering 

psychotherapist, Dr. Harry Benjamin. 
Erickson eventually had three wives. 
In 1964, Erickson founded the Erickson 
Educational Foundation. Using his own 
fortune, the foundation provided mil-
lions of dollars to gay groups and some 
of the earliest services for transgender 
people. The foundation also backed the 
Gender Identity Clinic at Johns Hop-
kins, where their first sex-reassignment 
surgeries were performed in the mid 
1960s. Other beneficiaries included re-
searchers in homeopathy, acupuncture, 
dream research, and even dolphin com-
munication studies.   

Reed Erickson, Transgender Pioneer 

RAINBOW MINUTES

contact DOBEY DESIGN for all your graphic needs

like the way NORTH of the JAMES magazine looks?

text   804 980 5604   call

RICHMOND COIN AND CURRENCY 
SPRING SHOW

May 5-7, 2017  |  Fri & Sat, 10-6  |  Sun, 10-3

CLARION HOTEL 
3207 N Boulevard  |  Richmond, Virginia  |  23230

Free Parking, Admission, and Appraisals

Raffle Tickets  |  Prizes All Weekend

Contact: Bill Scott 804-350-1140

Richmondcoinclub.com

Pizza - Pasta - Subs
FULL ITALIAN MENU 

N.Y. Style Pizzas
Baked Spaghetti
Fettucini Alfredo 

Lasagna - Manicotti
Ravioli - Tortellini

Veal Marsala
Chicken Marsala
Veal Parmigiana 

Chicken Parmigiana
Eggplant Parmigiana
Calzone - Stromboli

Selection of Subs
Selection of Salads
Tiramisu - Canoli
And Much More!

FREE DELIVERY
Monday-Thursday, 11am-10pm;  
Friday & Saturday, 11am-11pm;  

Sunday, Noon-10pm

4026 MacARTHUR AVENUE
264-5370

Pet  
Sitting  

Services
DONNA DUFFIELD

(804) 397-6720

Loving Care where your  
pet is most comfortable - 

their own home!

Hayes Brothers 
CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

321-2216
• General Contractor 

• Interior Painting 
• Exterior Painting 

• Roofing 
• Decks
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Visit us on FACEBOOK for the latest seasonal hours

WELCOME TO THE TENTH SEASON AT LAKESIDE TOWNE CENTER 
6110 LAKESIDE AVENUE | HENRICO/RICHMOND VA 23228

OFFERING FARM RAISED PRODUCTS, BAKED GOODS, FRESH SEAFOOD,  
AND PLANTS AND FLOWERS

YEAR ROUND FARMERS’ MARKET
OPEN Saturday mornings and all day Wednesday



5418 Lakeside Ave. • Richmond, VA 23228 • 804-266-7621
Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30 am-7 pm  •  Friday 8:30 am- 6 pm  •  Saturday 8:30 am-4 pm  •  Sunday: Closed

www.AppliancesOnLakeside.com

NORTHSIDE’S HOME CENTER
ON LAKESIDE AVENUE

LAKESIDE  
BEDDING

 For years you have trusted  
Appliances on Lakeside with  
your appliances needs. Now  

you can trust us with a  
comfortable night’s sleep
Lakeside Bedding is the  

place to come  for the best  
experience to purchase your  

new Serta mattress
To add to the shopping  
experience, Lakeside  

Bedding fairly prices its  
product so you know exactly  

what you will pay

APPLIANCES  
ON LAKESIDE

Voted #1 for Appliances  
by Richmond Magazine

Appliances on Lakeside is  
the place to visit for the  

latest in appliances
We also offer a large  

assortment of in stock parts  
and are able to get most  
special orders next day 

Come in today to work with  
the most experienced sales  

staff for all of your  
appliance needs

PINNACLE  
CABINETRY & DESIGN

For 25 years, we’ve had  
the privilege of designing  
dream kitchens and baths  

for our clients
Our knowledge and  

expertise can give you  
the best value for your  

investment
Through effective design  
and management of the  

installation process we can  
help you enjoy your new  

kitchen or bath

APPLIANCES
On Lakeside

® ® ®

®


