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grew up in a house with thirteen other  
siblings and her mother allowed the kids 
to have an array of pets as long as they 
cared for them. When Dodie was very 
young she noticed she had an unusual  
talent. Dogs just naturally liked her and 
she liked them right back. And though she 
never had human kids of her own, Dodie 
takes care of scores of the canine variety  
and loves all of them as if they were her 
own children. And in some ways they are.       

continued on page 18
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Spring 2015 Offerings:
•   Lawn Renovations 
•   Hardscaping
•   Landscaping
•   Mulching
•   Custom Fencing
•   And More...

1237 Lorraine Ave Richmond, VA 23227
(M) 432-6814
email: info@thecottagegardener.net
on the web: www.thecottagegardener.net

Spring, as presented by  
the Cottage Gardener
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TUITION DISCOUNT  

For more than a century and a half,  
a dedicated faculty has cultivated the  

scholastic, spiritual and social  
development of each student.

PK-3 through 8th grade

1301 Robin Hood Road

804-321-6420
www.luthermemorial.com

Luther is accredited by the National Lutheran Schools  
Association and the Virginia Council for Private Education.
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A
MERICAN SCHOLAR 
Joseph Campbell’s 
1949 “Monomyth,” 
or “Hero’s Journey” 
proposes that all 
narratives that sur-
vive history follow 

the same basic multi-step pattern: an 
identifiable “hero” is reluctantly called 
from his ordinary world to adventure. 
At first refusing the call, he meets with 
a mentor, who provides tools or ad-
vice to cross the threshold into a spe-
cial world. There he or she is tested 
with an ordeal but takes possession 
of the treasure. On a dangerous road 
back the hero is tested by a last sacri-
fice before eventually returning with 
the elixir that has changes his world. 
Many American movies made today 
subscribe to this narrative pattern – in 
fact, George Lucas retained Campbell 
on the set of the first “Star Wars” film 
to ensure the script upheld the form to 
the letter.
Richmond filmmaker Rick Alverson 
will have none of that.
“I am not all that interested in the 
wholesale presence of a literary type 
of narrative in cinema,” Alverson says, 
adding that he prefers to prescribe to a 
method of cinematic storytelling that 
focuses on what the form can actually 
contribute to the act of story, rather 
than just relying on a strict, almost 
cookie-cutter literary narrative. “I 
think that cinema is much more a sen-
sorial and tonal experience, and that it 
shouldn’t be just a literary experience.”
Unfortunately, he claims the world 
looks to the United States to export 
those cookie-cutter “candy blockbust-
ers” because that’s our global legacy 
when it comes to cinema. “I always 
found it troubling, so I’m doing my 
small part to become a thorn in the 
side of that.”
Indeed, Alverson’s films are far from 
being “candy blockbusters.” They are 
challenging, intense, divisive and even 
aggressive to the viewer. His third film, 
“The Comedy,” with Tim Heideker, 
is about a slacker who stands to in-
herit large sums of responsibility and 
money from the imminent death of 

his father, but prefers to hang out and 
provoke total strangers with his brand 
of confrontational humor. Although 
the film itself was meta-engineered 
to be uncomfortable and confronta-
tional, Alverson was still taken aback 
by some of the American responses. “I 
was shocked to find that people would 
react so strongly to their perceptions 
being upended [in] the movie-going 
experience,” he says. “We have the lux-
ury of sitting in the safe petri dish of 
our living rooms or theaters, but that’s 
where we should be getting upset.”
His fourth film, “Entertainment,” star-
ring John C. Reilly and Michael Cera, 
premiered at the Sundance Film Festi-
val last month and Alverson was very 
pleased with the reception, although 
he laughs at the pre-release 100% fa-
vorability rating the film currently 
enjoys on Rotten Tomatoes. “That will 
change!” he laughs, adding that he dis-
likes film review sites and is frustrated 
by the metrics they use that do not ac-
curately reflect a film’s merit. 
“My movies are divisive, and I take 
pride in that,” he says. “But a mov-
ie may show a 50% [rating] which 

makes it look boring to all parties, 
when in fact it’s that the parties are di-
vided down the love it or hate it line. 
And Rotten Tomatoes doesn’t have a 
fruit for that.” Sure enough, Conse-
quence of Sound critic Justin Gerber 
wrote that “Entertainment” will be 
admired by just as many people as it 
will be despised by, which fits Alver-
son’s intentions.
Alverson lists as one of his heroes Ger-
man director Michael Haneke, whose 
2008 U.S. film “Funny Games” has 
been labeled both “unendurable” and 
“a sadistic exercise in chastising an au-
dience” right beside “masterful” and a 
film that “kicks the Hollywood stand-
ard in the nuts.”
“Haneke was unhappy with the expe-
rience and vowed to never make an-
other film in the U.S.” Alverson says 
of Haneke’s aversion to that “candy 
blockbuster” approach. “The cinema 
here is a different creature … [other 
countries] take cultural investment 
very seriously, but in the U.S. it is not 
about the critical reception or the criti-
cal value of any given work, it’s about 
the economic value.”

Alverson moved to Richmond in 1994 
from New York City, and is reflective 
on this city being upstaged economi-
cally and culturally by Charlottesville’s 
Virginia Film festival, making the 
absence of a world class film festival 
here palpably conspicuous, despite the 
presence of more in-house filmmak-
ing talent. “It comes down to venues 
… a central hub where [a festival] 
could take place, and its coordina-
tion between varying departments 
and institutions,” he says. “Back in the 
day the James River Film Festival had 
a lot of promise but I think due to a 
lack of a unified front and cooperation 
between different institutions it seems 
to be struggling. It isn’t known on any 
national level.” He adds that it comes 
down to Richmond “not operating as 
a unified whole as far as infrastructure, 
coordination and planning between 
disciplines.” 
“I think if you look at the infrastruc-
ture of the towns that have flourish-
ing film festivals, Richmond certainly 
could get in the game. I think Rich-
mond should be marketing itself as a 
burgeoning cultural [market] on top 
of its historic legacy.”

PROF I LE

There’s No Fruit For That: 
Filmmaker Rick Alverson Discusses his Films 
and Richmond’s Potential as a Cultural Hub
by DALE M. BRUMFIELD

A scene from Alverson’s latest film, Entertainment, which premiered at Sundance this January.
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Arthur’s Electric Service, Inc.
8910 Brook Road • Glen Allen, VA 23060 • 804-264-2513

SALE $199.99

REG $219.99

INSTANT REBATE $20.00

Trimmers
No other Straight 
Shaft trimmer is 

more fuel efficient 
than the SRM-225!

21.2 CC PROFESSIONAL-GRADE, 
2-STROKE ENGINE

59” STRAIGHT SHAFT WITH 
FLEX CABLE DRIVE

i-30TM STARTING SYSTEM REDUCES 
STARTING EFFORT BY 30%

RUBBER OVER-MOLD GRIP

DURABLE DEBRIS SHIELD  
WITH CUT-OFF KNIFE

SPEED-FEED® TRIMMER HEAD

5year
consumer warranty

2year
COMMERCIAL warranty
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Alverson commends “stalwart people” 
like James Parrish, who has worked for 
years trying to coordinate Richmond’s 
competing interests to get a repertory 
theater (a “central hub”) up and running 
inside the city, something not seen since 
the Biograph Theater closed its West 
Grace Street doors in 1987. “The Crite-
rion [Theater] is laudable, but those are 
more independent commercial films 
that are reliant on economics rather 
than on their cultural merit,” he says of 
the Boulevard venue. “I think the idea 
of a repertory theater on Broad Street in 
the heart of an arts district would be re-
ally beneficial as that hub that a festival 
could be built around.”
Is Richmond finally ready for a rep-
ertory theater after 28 years? “This 
[may be] a larger conversation of what 
makes Richmond functional and what 
makes it dysfunctional,” Alverson says, 
“but in the eighties, [downtown] was 
an economic and commercial daytime 
hub only; nobody lived there. [But 
today] the idea of downtown as both 
a living and cultural center is more 
typical.” Alverson feels too that more 
investment in Shockoe Bottom could 
help. “Not fly-by-night corporate in-
vestment but real cultural investment 
that is inclusive and has legs.”
Alverson is positive about develop-
ments in other Richmond neighbor-

hoods. “I’ve been living in Church 
Hill for 21 years, and it’s so nice to be 
able to walk down the street and get a 
coffee if I want,” he says. “I’m really at-
tached to Richmond and Church Hill 
because I saw a lot there.”
“Entertainment” was chosen for the 
MOMA “New Directors, New Films” 
series, playing March 29, and it also 
played at the “South by Southwest” 
Festival in Austin, Texas. Despite poli-
tics and “crapshoot” distribution deals 
that frequently prevent not just his but 
many other exciting films from com-
ing to Richmond, Alverson said he 
will make sure it screens here. “I just 
don’t know what form it will take!” he 
says, adding that’s all the more need 
for a downtown theater that “doesn’t 
play by the lowest common denomi-
nator economic formulas.”
Alverson believes in Richmond’s 
potential, and sees the vibrancy  
of the arts, particularly on Broad Street 
and places like Fulton and Manches-
ter, positively emerging and changing.
“I hope it continues to grow and  
diversify.”  
Dale Brumfield lives and writes in 
Doswell. His latest book, “Independent 
Press in D.C. and Virginia: An Un-
derground History”, will be published 
April 20, 2015.

PROF I LE

STIR  
CRAZY  
CAFÉ 

Live Music Every Thursday  
7:30-9:30

Locally Roasted Gourmet Coffee / 
Frappes & Smoothies

A Full Line Of Teas / Sandwiches,
Wraps & Sides

Fresh Baked Goods

Monday through Tuesday, 6:30 am till 5 pm  
Wednesday through Friday, 6:30 am till 6 pm 
Saturday through Sunday, 7:30 am till 5 pm

4015 MacArthur Ave,  
Richmond, VA 23227 

(804) 864-0264

 stircrazycaferva@gmail.com                Like us on Facebook
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•	We’ve	Got	The	Expert	Advice	To	Help	You	Create	The	Perfect	Water	Garden
•	 Largest	Selection	Of	Water	Garden	Products	&	Packages
•	Custom	Pond	Liners,	Components,	Fish,	Plants,	Underwater	Lights,	Waterfall		 	
	 Additions	And	More

•	Friendly,	Knowledgeable	Service,	Before	&	After	The	Sale

SHOP LOCALLY, BUY LOCALLY!

FREE PARAKEET
With	Purchase	Of	Parakeet	Set-Up

Not	valid	with	sale	items,	other	coupons	or	discounts.	Expires	5/7/15

15% 
OFF 

REPTILE SUPPLIES
With	Purchase	Of	A	Reptile

Not	valid	with	sale	items,	other	coupons	or	discounts.	Expires	5/7/15

$4.00 OFF GROOMING

(New Customers Only)
With	Coupons	Only.	Not	Valid	With	Any	Other	Offer.	Expires	5/7/15

Cute Dogs  
& Cats For 
Adoption
Through Area  
Rescue Groups

Check out our website or facebook 
page for adoption stands.

FREE TROPICAL FISH
Buy One at  
Reg. Price, Get  
One of Equal or 
Lesser Value Free

Limit	$5.99	value.	
Not	valid	with	sale	items,	other	coupons	or	discounts.	Expires	5/7/15

Valid	for	Precise,	Eukanuba,	Natural	Balance	and	Iams	brands,	only.	Not	valid	with	sale	
items,	other	coupons	or	discounts.	Expires	5/7/15

$10 OFF

Dog & Cat Food

$5.00 OFF
Dog	or	Cat	food	 

of	26	lbs.	or	more 

$3.00 OFF
Dog	or	Cat	food  

of	12	lbs.	to	25	lbs.

$2.00 OFF
Dog	or	Cat	food  

up	to	8	lbs.

$50	OFF	any	purchase	of	$300	or	more
$25	OFF	any	purchase	of	$199	to	$299.99

For	use	in	Pond	Center	only.	Not	valid	with	any	other	discounts,	with	other	coupons,	
discounts,	sale	items,	cat	litter	and	dog	or	cat	food.	Expires	5/7/15

ALL PONDS 
AND POND SUPPLIES

$50 OFF

SAVE ON PET SUPPLIES

 
$10	OFF	any	purchase	of	$60	or	more 
$5	OFF	any	purchase	of	$35	to	$59.99 
$2	OFF	any	purchase	of	$15	to	$34.99

Not	valid	with	sale	items,	other	coupons	or	discounts,	cat	litter,	dog	or	cat	food.	Not	valid	
on	Frontline	or	Advantage.	Expires	5/7/15

 Pond Center Open Year Round

For The Discriminating Pond Owner We Have Great Gifts For The Holidays 
POND CENTER OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND

Richmond’s  
Water Garden  
Center
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D
ON’T EAT THE TILAPIA 

Recently, at the gro-
cery store, I picked 
up a pack of tilapia, 
naively assuming it 
was local, sustainably 
harvested, and fully 

of healthy omega-3s. 
That night I started reading “American 
Catch,” and discovered how wrong I was.
Did you know the top six types of  
seafood consumed by Americans are 
imported, or farmed far offshore? 
Only 9 percent of our seafood comes 
from the American coast. And we 
have a lot of coastline. 
According to author Paul Greenberg, 
Americans used to make weekly trips 
to fish markets fifty years ago, but no 
more. We now buy 80 percent of our 
seafood from supermarkets. Local 
fish markets are few and far between. 
Greenberg shows how this change oc-
curred by focusing on three main types 
of seafood: the Eastern oyster of New 
York, the Louisiana brown shrimp 
from the Gulf of Mexico, and the sock-
eye salmon of Bristol Bay, Alaska. 
Oysters used to be overwhelmingly 
cheap and abundant in New York City 
waters, but sewage contamination, salt 
marsh draining, and oil spills have 
left only a few diseased and polluted  
remnants.  Greenberg describes this 
loss in fascinating detail, and, lest you 
drown in despair, discusses measures 
being taken to return them to the New 
York coastline. 
Salt marshes are vital not only for oys-
ters, but also for shrimp. Beginning in 
1849, salt marshes everywhere were 
drained, and with them went impor-
tant seafood habitat. The one excep-
tion is the swampy state of Louisiana. 
Shrimpers there were particularly  
hurt by the BP oil spill and the sub-
sequent fear of eating contaminated 
shrimp. Therefore, most of the shrimp 
we eat today comes from Asia, and  
we daily “risk contamination from 
poorly inspected farmed foreign sea-
food, less than 2 percent of which re-
ceives even a glance.”
Much of our salmon is farmed and 

imported too. How’s this for irony: we 
are exporting most of our wild salm-
on to China, and China is exporting 
fish (like my tilapia) here. My tilapia 
is higher in omega-6s than the heart 
healthy omega-3s, which are found in 
abundance in the sockeye salmon we 
are selling to Asia.
Alaska’s salmon face another threat: 
the financial appeal of underground 
ore such as that of the proposed Pebble 
Mine. The battle over this copper and 
gold operation has been going on for 
years. Fears of pollution from the mine 
and potential loss of salmon habitat 
have driven fishermen from Bristol 
Bay to fight this plan. So far they have 
been successful in stalling it, but for 
how long? No one knows.
The battle to protect and nurture our 
coastal seafood continues, not only 
in Alaska but across the nation. As 
Greenberg so eloquently puts it, “At 
sea everything is a miracle…All that 
the sea asks of us is that we be wise in 
our harvest, recognize the limits of its 
bounty, and protect the places where 
seafood wealth is born. In return the 
sea will feed us….”
That’s a pretty fair trade, and I think 
I’ve eaten my last tilapia. 
Now, does anybody have a great wild 
salmon recipe?   
“American Catch:  
The Fight for Our Local Seafood”  
by Paul Greenberg, $26.95,  
The Penguin Press, 320 pages

BOOK REVIEW

American Catch:  
The Fight for  
Our Local Seafood
by FRAN WITHROW

P H O T O  I L L U S T R AT I O N  b y  D O U G  D O B E Y

The McShin Foundation’s 
11th Annual  

Spring Awards Banquet
 May 4th, 6-8pm

For information, call 
(804) 249-1845 

or visit us online at: 
www.mcshin.org

Honoring Henrico  
Commonwealth’s Attorney  
Shannon Taylor with the 
NCADD Bronze Key Award

Keynote Speaker:  
Secretary of the  
Commonwealth  
Levar Stoney

Hatcher Memorial  
Baptist Church

2300 DUMBARTON ROAD 
RICHMOND, VA 23228 
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1712 Ellen Road,  
Richmond, VA 23230
Across from the Diamond

(804) 254-4101 
fax (804) 200-5621 

diamonddoghouse@verizon.net

Diamond DOG HOUSE
Reserve Your Boarding For Spring  

And Summer Months.    
Diamond Dog House Does Doggie Daycare

Overnight Boarding, Bath and Nails.  

Treat Your Dog To One Of Our  
Hand Made Leashes And Collars

All Spring Long  
Bring Your Dogs To Us For Daycare...  

They Love It!
Let Your Dogs Come And Play Every Day At Our House

www.diamond-dog-house.com

(804)377-1977   
9107 Old Staples Mill Road       
www.glenallennursery.com         
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Wonder ful food, best 

brunch in Richmond.
      – Urban Spoon

Located in Richmond, VA's
historic Bellevue District at

4023 MacArthur Ave

(804) 716-1196
www.themillrva.com

Serving locally farmed 
produce, poultry, and 
meat with vegetarian, 
vegan, & gluten free 

options available.

OPEN 11am -10pm Mon-Fri
9am - 10pm Sat & Sun

DINE IN •DINE IN • TAKE OUT
DELIVERY

ENJOY BRUNCH
Sat & Sun 10am-2pm

Weekly Specials:
 Sun • Specialty Burgers 

5pm - close  
 Mon • Vegetarian & Vegan

Specials all day
 Tues • Family Style Pasta Night

6pm - close  
WWed • Wing it Wednesday w/

$5 wing specials
 Happy Hour • Mon - Fri 3-6pm
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T
HE FIRST HOLTON 
Safety Day, sponsored by 
the Richmond Police De-
partment, Linwood Hol-
ton Elementary School 
and the Bellevue Mer-
chants Association, was 

held March 27 at Holton Elementary.
The RPD had three K-9 units on hand, 
along with two mounted police of-
ficers, the mobile command center, 
a SWAT vehicle with SWAT team, 
an EOD (bomb response vehicle), a 
number of patrol cars and police offic-
ers, McGruff the crime dog and mem-
bers of the community care division. 
Community care officers gave an anti-
bullying talk to the children and pro-
vided handouts to the kids, while Jon-
athon the Juggler entertained the kids 
with comedy, magic and his inimitable 
manual dexterity. tricks. Both the Mill 
on MacArthur and Stir Crazy provid-
ed refreshments to everyone there. 
Children were given tours of the com-
mand center, EOD and SWAT vehi-
cles. This is bound to become an an-
nual spring event.  

EVENT

First Safety Day At 
Holton Elementary

P H O T O S  b y  M I K E  L a B E L L E

Top right: Richmond’s finest with McGruff 
and Chris Rich of Rich’s Stitches. 

Middle right: Holton students flock to the 
mounted patrol.

Bottom right: Claire McGowan of Stir 
Crazy hands out treats in the Holton 
gymatorium.
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Beer	&	Wine	Tastings	Every	Friday	5-8	pm	
Open 7 Days A Week 

Sunday – Thursday 11 am – 9 pm 
Friday & Saturday 11 am – 11 pm.

4009 MacArthur Avenue
Phone: 726-WINE (9463)  FAX: 726-VINE (8463)

To get on our e-mail list log on to onceuponavine@aol.com

Henrico Advantage 
Card Now Accepted!

JOIN US ON 
FACEBOOK

		Wine	Tastings	Every	Friday	Night!

		One	of	the	most	extensive	wine	 
and	beer	selections	in	Richmond…	 
something	to	fit	every	wallet.

		Nostalgic	candies	for	the	kids.

		Selection	of	cheeses,	crackers,	 
chips	and	sauces.

	Expanding	Our	
Growler	Selection	 

To	Twelve

Look	For	Us	On	Trinkin,	Follow	Us	On	Twitter

Spring	Beers	 
Have	Arrived	
Summer	Beers	
Coming	Soon

Movie	Nights	 
Are	Back	

Submit	Your	
Requests	Now!

11th	Anniversary	 
Party

May	9,	1-6pm	 
Music	by	Sad	Biscuit	Jones

Paul’s Place
Antique Lighting  

and Furniture

1009	Overbrook	Rd., 
	Richmond,	VA	23220

Wednesday-Saturday,	9am-5pm 
Sunday,	12pm-5pm

Architectural Salvage for  
Repairs and Renovation
 Iron Gates and Fencing
Bricks, Slate and Stone

Lighting Repairs and 
Restoration

804-228-9999
www.paulsplaceonline.com

An  
Old-Fashioned  

Service Station

Family Owned And  
Operated For 62 Years

Full Automotive Service  
And Repair

266-3574
5515 Lakeside Avenue
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BRIEFS

EWIS GINTER BOTANICAL GARDEN has been selected as the 
starting point for this September’s 2015 Union Cycliste In-
ternationale (UCI) Road World Championships. It is esti-
mated this cycling event will be seen on television by more 
than 400 million viewers worldwide. 

It seems fitting that UCI selected the Garden as ground zero for this 
event since Bloemendaal House, which is one of the focal points of the 
botanical garden venue, originally housed one of the first bicycle clubs 
in the country. Built by Lewis Ginter in 1895, the Lakeside Wheel Club 
was a hub for cycling enthusiasts in Richmond for many years.

This is only the second time in its 93 years history, that the UCI cham-
pionships have been hosted in the United States. UCI, along with 
Giro d’Italia and Tour de France, form the Triple Crown of Cycling.

Many nearby Lakeside merchants plan special activities during the 
UCI which runs September 19-27. Often called the pinnacle of cy-
cling, UCI features a number of competitions for men and women, 
including time trials, individual pursuits, scratch races and sprints. 
For further details visit richmond2015.com

Welcome the long-awaited spring on 
May 2 from 11 till four with Ginter 
Park’s annual home and garden tour. 
This year seven gardens and six homes 
will be open for the tour. Many of 
these homes were built in the early 
1900s and are surrounded by mature 
trees, brick walls, boxwoods and per-
ennial beds, along with more mod-
ern features like water gardens and 
sculptures. The theme of this year gar-
den tour is A Mad Tea Party in com-
memoration of the 150th anniversary 
of Lewis Carroll’s seminal kid’s classic 
“Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland”. 
For ticket information visit homeand-
garden@historicginterpark.org 

North Side Botanical Garden  
Chosen As Starting Point For 2015 
UCI Road World Championships

Ginter Park Home And Garden Tour

L

4038 MacArthur Avenue  |  Richmond, VA 23227

(804) 266-1585

         walkerandsonjewelers             @walkerandsoninc

www.walkerandsoninc.com

FOR A LOVE THAT’S  
ONE OF A KIND

MADE  
WITH  

LOVING  
HANDS

• 
Each Piece  

Custom-Made  
By Our Team  

Of Master  
Jewelers

Pet  
Sitting  

Services
DONNA DUFFIELD

(804) 397-6720

Loving Care where your  
pet is most comfortable - 

their own home!

Quality Painting 
Guaranteed Results 

Free Estimates
GREG WILLARD

743-8237
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Hayes Brothers 
CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

321-2216
• General Contractor 

• Interior Painting 
• Exterior Painting 

• Roofing 
• Decks

“Don't throw it away!”
WA N T E D

old postcard posters magazines
calendars scrapbooks catalogues

photos advertising sheet music maps

BUY SELL APPRAISE

WHITING’S  
OLD PAPER

746-4710 or 264-2424

On	all	bags	and	accessories	with	this	ad
Mon-Fri,	9-5 | Thurs,	9-6 | Sat,	9-2

7601	Brook	Road | 262-9683
www.cfivacuum.com

SALES                      
SERVICE Bellevue’s Full-Service  

Auto Repair for 25 Years
Bobby Shore

4031 MacArthur Avenue 
Richmond, VA 23227

(804) 262-7582

The Boulevard is a beautiful new set of residences located on the 
top floor of The Hermitage. Nine exclusive apartment homes offer 
the warmth of rich architectural detail, travertine tile and custom 
paint colors, while large windows grace designer-styled interiors. 

Welcome to Tree Top Living in Richmond’s      
      Classic Continuing Care Community 

Enjoy “Concierge Living” with 
Traditional Hermitage Warmth 
Each apartment home on the Boulevard level has access to the 
onsite Concierge, giving you the convenience of a professional 
on hand to run errands, pick up your dry cleaning, make 
reservations, plan outings and social events … even help 
with email and computer setup.

A Graceful, Engaging Community Awaits 
Enjoy the best of The Hermitage from your penthouse home. 
With a complete continuum of care including independent living, 
assisted living, and nursing care … our rich community life allows 
you to be as active as you like, while affording many opportunities 
for quiet reflection. 

The Boulevard homes are 
architecturally distinctive, with open 

plan kitchens, designer finishes,  
and spectacular treetop views.

The Hermitage
1600 Westwood Avenue • Richmond, VA  23227 • www.hermitage-vumh.com

Our Mission:  The mission of Virginia United Methodist Homes, Inc. is to provide 
facilities, services and programs to enhance the quality of life for older persons.

Ask about our Hard Hat tours and special Early Bird incentives! 
Call 1-804-474-1816 today!

The Boulevard  
at The Hermitage
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The Partnership for Families and 
Communities in Schools will present 
the 2nd Annual Parent Power Con-
ference April 24 and 25. Due to last 
year’s overflow crowd, the conference 
is moving to a larger venue – Carver 
Elementary School at 1110 W. Leigh 
Street. The Parent Power Conference is 
a great opportunity for parents to learn 
new ways to thrive in today’s rocky 
parenting landscape. The program 
helps caregivers of children from in-
fancy to ten-years old to “Get Charged 
Up” about facing the unique parenting 
challenges in the urban environment. 
Participants will leave the conference 
with new tools, a renewed spirit and 
maybe even a new friend or two.
The Parent Power Conference kicks 
off April 24 at 6 pm with dinner and 
an inspirational and entertaining pro-
gram that includes touring comedian 
Micah “Bam Bamm” White. Then the 
conference gets down to business the 
following day with workshops and 
seminars on relationships, finances, 
healthy living, planning for the fu-

ture, parenting and other topics that 
are relevant to today’s parents. Meals, 
refreshments, door prizes, free child 
care and even transportation from 
Richmond’s North Side will be offered.
Generously sponsored by BB&T, 
Barbara and Berkley Pickels and Ace 
Electric, the Parent Power Conference 
is free, but space is limited. To register, 
call the Partnership at 804-353-4264, 
ext. 111. 

Partnership For Families And  
Communities In Schools To Present 
Parent Power Conference

BRIEFS

OUTstanding Virginians Honored  
By Equality Virginia 

At its 12th Annual Commonwealth 
Dinner on April 18, Equality Virginia 
honored a number of people from 
across the Commonwealth for their 
commitment to the LGBT commu-
nity. The vast majority of those recog-
nized were Richmonders.
Among the honorees was Richmonder 
Keri Abrams, a mechanic, who after 
transitioning from male to female in 
2010 at the age of 55, quickly connected 
with the James River Transgender So-
ciety and became a leader and spokes-
person in Virginia’s transgender com-
munity. Today, she shares her story with 

individuals and the public alike. One 
of her goals is to win recognition of the 
needs and experiences of transgender 
people out in the broader community. 
“It’s about individuals coming together 
as a community,” Keri said.
William C. Hall, Jr., a corporate execu-
tive from Richmond, was also hon-
ored. For decades, Hall has worked 
to turn the tide in a positive direction 
for LGBT Virginians. He has served as 
past board chair for Equality Virginia. 
After losing friends to AIDS in the 
1980s and 1990s, Hall decided that he 
“just couldn’t sit still on this issue.” 

Come experience  
authentic Greek cuisine

Moussaka  •  Pastichio  •  Souvlaki  •  Lamb Chops 
Grilled Seafood  •  Lamb Shank  •  Fried Calamari 

Wraps  •  Sandwiches  •  Omelets 
Greek Toast  •  Greek Salad 

4017 MacArthur Avenue  •  Richmond VA 23227

804 262 1081
Make Your Valentine’s Day Reservation

Lunch: Tuesday-Friday, 11am-2:30pm 
Dinner: Tuesday-Saturday, 5-10pm; Sunday 5-9pm 

Brunch: Sunday, 10am-2:30pm

omegagrecianrestaurantrva.com

Follow us at facebook.com/OmegaGrecianRestaurantRVA

Now Open for Weekday 
Lunch and Sunday Brunch

Spring’S in Full Bloom!

9592	Chamberlayne	Road,	Mechanicsville,	VA		23116 
804-569-9005	•	Open	every	day	10-7

Fresh Vegetables, Flowers, McCutcheons Jam,  
Jellies and Pickles, Montana Gold Breads

Everything You Need for the Garden
Seeds, Vegetable Plants, Flowers, Potting Soil and Bagged Mulch
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Community House: Indoor basketball  
court; Grace Arents Grand Hall and the 
Ginter Room, with full service kitchen  
available for you to rent

Pool Activities: JRAC Swim Team;  
Holiday Parties including Memorial Day,  
Independence Day and Labor Day; plus 
other organized child and adult festivities 
like our annual July 4th Parade

Pools: main pool with diving board,  
adult lap pool and children’s wading pool

Kids movie night and other family  
oriented indoor activities

Indoor Activities: Aerobics classes,  
River City AIKIDO classes

FA M I LY  F R I E N D LY  N E I G H B O R H O O D  F U N

We would love to have  
you as a member!

3421 Hawthorne Avenue · Richmond, Virginia 23222
804-321-1659 · lginterrecassoc@verizon.net

www.LewisGinterRecreationAssoc.org

We would love to have  
you as a member!

If You Aren’t at Your Last Job,   
   Why Is Your 401(k)?

Leaving a 401(k) with a previous employer could mean 
leaving it alone with no one to watch over it.

At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your 401(k) 
and help you select the one that’s best for you. If you’d 
like to roll it over to an Edward Jones Individual Retire-
ment Account (IRA), we can help you do it without 
paying taxes or penalties. And you can feel confident 
that someone is looking out for you and your 401(k).

To find out why it makes sense to talk with  
Edward Jones about your 401(k) options,  
call or visit your local financial advisor today.

www.edwardjones.com  Member SIPC

Ellen Wulf
Financial Advisor
.
5522 Lakeside Avenue
Richmond, VA 23228
804-262-0754

Sometimes the market reacts poorly to changes in the 
world. But just because the market reacts doesn’t mean 
you should. Still, if current events are making you feel 
uncertain about your finances, you should schedule a 
complimentary portfolio review. That way, you can help 
ensure you’re in control of where you want to go and
how you can potentially get there.

 You can’t control  
 the market, but you  
 can control your decisions.

Take control. Schedule your free portfolio review today.

www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Ellen Wulf
Financial Advisor
.

5522 Lakeside Avenue
Richmond, VA 23228
804-262-0754

This year, evaluate whether you can benefit from: 

1. Tax-advantaged investments. If appropriate, consider 
tax-free municipal bonds to provide federally tax-free 
income.*

2. Tax-advantaged retirement accounts. Consider  
contributing to a traditional Individual Retirement 
Account (IRA) or 401(k) to help lower your taxable 
income.

3. Tax-advantaged college savings accounts. Contribute 
or gift to a college savings plan for your children or 
grandchildren.

*May be subject to state and local taxes and the alternative 
minimum tax (AMT).

Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors are not estate 
planners and cannot provide tax or legal advice. You should consult 
with a qualified tax specialist or legal advisor for professional 
advice on your situation. 

Feeling like you  
  paid too much in 
  taxes this year?

Call or visit today to learn more about these 
investing strategies.

www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Ellen Wulf
Financial Advisor
.

5522 Lakeside Avenue
Richmond, VA 23228
804-262-0754

Vintage & New  
HOME DECOR & GIFTS

6112 B Lakeside Avenue • RVA 23228

804.393.1601
Open Tues. thru Sat. – 10 - 5 & Sun. – 12 - 4

Find us on Facebook          www.facebook.com/TwigRVA

Available at

HENLEY STREET THEATRE AND RICHMOND SHAKESPEARE 
PRESENT 

sam and carol: 
a play where everything is true

By DAVID L. ROBBINS

APRIL 2 – 25, 2015
GOTTWALD PLAYHOUSE 

RICHMOND CENTER STAGE

PURCHASE ONLINE AT 
www.HenleyStreetTheatre.org

BOX OFFICE 
(800) 514-3849

Directed By
DR. JAN POWELL

2014-2015 Sponsors: 
The E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Foundation, 

Moses D. Nunnally Jr. Trust, Dill Family Foundation, 
John and Bucci Zeugner, and New Richmond Ventures

GREY:
45% Black

4 COLOR BLUE:
C=77.8%
M=24.26%
Y=5.64%
K=0% 

A part of the 
Acts of Faith Festival
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I
T WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO 
find a more diverse crowd than 
that gathered in Seattle, Novem-
ber 30,1999. They came from all 
walks of life: labor activists, en-
vironmentalists, student groups, 
religious groups, international 

NGOs and anarchists. Their agendas 
were as diverse as their names and 
yet they managed to find a common 
cause in protesting the meetings of the 
World Trade Organization to be held 
on November 30-December 6th, the 
so-called Battle in Seattle.
Founded on January 1st, 1995, as an 
outgrowth of the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the 
World Trade Organization or WTO 
had become a target of increasing 
wrath among first world and third 
world citizens alike.  The fact that rep-
resentation at the WTO was not deter-
mined by Democratic principle, but 
rather by executive ‘appointment’ and 
that decisions made there were not 
subject to electoral politics at all made 
many feel that the decision making 
process itself was extraordinarily elit-
ist. This was coupled with the fact that 
many of the so called ‘free trade’ reso-
lutions and treaties had a primarily 
negative impact on millions of citizens 
all around the globe. 
As examples, Guatemala made efforts 
to counter aggressive and mostly false 
advertisements from the Gerber food 
corporation that their product was 
superior to mother’s milk. Under the 
provisions of the WTO, Gerber sued 
and Guatemala was forced to allow 
the advertisements. Under the WTO 
agreement, countries cannot simply 
say ‘no’ to genetically modified food. 
In the United States, they cannot even 
have such food labeled. 
For years, the slow and seemingly in-
exorable march of free trade capitalism 
was represented as both symbol and 
symptom in the annual meetings of the 
WTO. In Seattle in November of 1999, 
that silent acceptance of the seemingly 
inevitable would all come to an end. 
And with a bang, not a whimper.
After days of protests at the 1999 
WTO, downtown Seattle looked like a 
war zone. Spray paint marked the ex-
pensive boutique shops like GAP. Win-
dows were broken and registers looted. 
The damage to commercial businesses 
from vandalism and lost sales alone 
were estimated at $20 million dollars. 

According to the Seattle Weekly, con-
troversy over the city’s response to the 
protests resulted in the resignation of 
Seattle police chief Norm Stamper, 
and arguably played a role in Mayor 
Schell’s loss to Greg Nickels in the 
2001 mayoral primary election. 
Even those in favor of the WTO gen-
erally view the meetings in Seattle 
as a failure. Art Thiel of the Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer wrotes… “We blew 
this WTO gig. Big time. Somewhere, 
somehow, there has been created a 
profound disconnect between our 
wealth-enamored leadership and the 
vast majority of Puget Sound-area 
residents. […] [T]here was no debate 
on WTO, only a wink and a pat on the 
head from the poobahs.” 
According to writers Lynn Owens and 
Kendall Palmer, anarchists viewed the 
Seattle WTO protests as a success due 
to the media coverage.  They argued 
that prior to the “Battle of Seattle,” 
there was almost no mention of “anti-
globalization” in the US media. While 
the protests were generally treated 
negatively, in the media the underly-
ing question behind the protests had 
to be asked: why were so many people 
opposed to the WTO?
The overall historical relevance of the 
protests may well prove long lasting. 
An opposition to the de facto rule of 
the WTO was finally given full voice. 
Groups that were traditionally in disa-
greement with each other, such as labor 
unionists and environmental activists, 
joined forces; both arguing against the 
undemocratic nature of trade agree-
ments that overruled national sov-
ereignty in deciding environmental 
regulation and labor disputes.   
Together they managed to stop trade 
agreements between the most pow-
erful corporations and countries on 
earth. No small feat.   

HIDDEN H ISTORIES

TheBattleforSeattle 
by JACK R .  JOHNSON

P H O T O  I L L U S T R AT I O N  b y  D O U G  D O B E Y

The Cane 
Connection
Professional Caning  
and Chair Repair

Sign up for a caning class!
Class Saturday mornings

Open Tuesday-Saturday, 10-6

Specializing in fine antique and  
your everyday furniture

6941 Lakeside Avenue 
Richmond

261-6555

M A IN S T REE T L AW

John G LaFratta
Criminal Law

Traffic Violations
Estate Planning

Family Law

E DUC AT ION:
University of Richmond,  

TC Williams School of Law, JD
University of Richmond, Robins 

School of Business, MBA
North Carolina State 

University, BA

P R OF E S SION A L 
A S SOCI AT IONS A ND 

ME MBE R SHIP S :
Richmond Criminal Bar 

Association
Virginia Bar Association
Richmond Juvenile Bar 

Association
Caroline County Bar 

Association

john@mainstlaw.com
804.355.1800

EXPRESSIONS  
Hair Studio On Bellevue

Haircut  •  Color  •  Highlights 
Relaxers  •  Perms  •  Deep condition 

 And Much More...

Multicultural, Family Friendly,  
Full Service Salon 

Make your appointment today

804 253 7482

The Shoppes on Bellevue 
1221 Bellevue Avenue  

All are welcome!
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Monday thru Saturday 
9 am to Midnight

Sunday 10 am to 3

4030 MACARTHUR AVENUE ★ 266-3167
NOW SERVING 

SUNDAY 
BRUNCH

COME DANCE WITH US!

(Natalie and Audrey) at 
SCOTT BOYER TEACHES DANCE

Ages 3 to adult, priced from $210.
804-798-9364

scottboyerteachesdance@yahoo.com

I
N THE PAST COUPLE MONTHS, 
Decatur’s Garage on MacAr-
thur Avenue has been going 
through a renovation. Its new 
owner Robert Shore—though 
everyone calls him Bobby—has 
spruced up the waiting area, 

which is now painted a deep blue 
thanks to his daughters and wife, and 
he plans to add greenery out front 
to soften the edges of what for more 
than twenty years now has been 
Bellevue’s own auto  repair shop. Its 
former owner Rich Richardson still 
works there.  “Rich is staying on and 
the shop still offers the same quality 
of work,” Bobby tells me. “I think the 
same way Rich does. It’s uncanny. We 
think the same way which is to run 
a straight business like you’re sup-
posed to. Do the right thing.”
Bobby grew up in the automotive 
repair business. At age ten, every 
day after school, he would ride his 
bike from the family home in Windy 
Hills, just off Elm Drive in Mechan-
icsville, and make his way over to his 
father’s shop, Valley Radiator.  “Dad 
was a specialist and his shop was on 
Mechanicsville Turnpike, right next 
to Bruce’s Auto Parts,” says Bobby. 
“That’s how I got started and that’s all 
I ever wanted to do.”
After graduating from Lee-Davis, 
Bobby took classes at the Richmond 
Technical Center. “I also went to col-
lege part-time at J Sarge where I stud-
ied business management,” Bobby says
Meanwhile, his father’s shop also 
started installing air conditioners in 
cars.  “We got the Chrysler contract 
to put in dash air conditioning so we 
did all the local dealerships,” he says. 
By the early nineties the radiator re-
pair business was showing signs of 
going belly up in large part because 
automobile manufacturers began 
making disposable radiators. “The 
radiators became plastic and alu-
minum and you didn’t need repair 
them anymore,” says Bobby.
Bobby then went to work at Jim and 
Glen’s, a general auto repair shop also 
in Mechanicsville. “I was an engine 
tech and I did contract work on heater 
cores,” he says. “Then I started working 
the office, being a front person and ran 
their business when the owner wasn’t 

there.” Which is pretty much what Rich 
does at Decatur’s these days. 
 “In 2015 I made a decision,” Bobby 
says. “I was going to work for some-
body else or myself and then this op-
portunity came up. I remember this 
place being run down in the 1980s 
and then I came over here and said, 
‘This is a great area.’
That was back in September and af-
ter hopping through all the neces-
sary hoops, Bobby took possession 
of Decatur’s in February during this 
region’s unprecedented Arctic snap.
“We started off here kind of rough,” 
Bobby recalls. “We had a snow storm. 
Our tech guy was on vacation. We had 
software issues. The furnace was screw-
ing up. But we hit the ground running.”
 Aside from some cosmetic changes 
to the building and landscaping, 
nothing else will be altered. “We’re 
keeping everything the same,” says 
Bobby. ”Decatur’s is a branded name 
and we bought the name. We’ll con-
tinue to do the right thing and take 
care of the customers. We’re the 
neighborhood shop and we try to 
take care of most everything quickly 
and we’re able to do it, most of the 
time, in one day. It’s like our motto 
says, ‘Round the car service’.”  
Decatur’s Garage 
4031 MacArthur Avenue 
262-7582 

WHAT’S NEW

Decatur’s Garage 
Round the Car Service 
by CHARLES MCGUIGAN

Rich Richardson with Decatur’s new owner 
Bobby Shore.
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Dodie has an  
uncanny relationship with dogs. It’s as if 
they sense her love and respond in kind. 
She’s understood this about herself since 
she was a child. 
When Dodie was just eight years old her 
father died, leaving her mother with 14 
children, three of whom had gone off to 
college. The remaining brood of eleven 
lived with their mother in a single apart-
ment on Patterson Avenue in the West 
End. “The rumor was the Lynches had 
two apartments,” says Dodie. “But we 
really had only one apartment.”

She ticks off the names of her brothers 
and sisters like the dwarves in one of the 
opening chapters of “The Hobbit”. 
“There was Donna, Dana, Denise, 
Denis, Daniel, Douglas, Deirdre, Dorsey, 
Daryl, Derick, Dion, Daren, Dodie and 
Dolores,” she says. “You had either a first 
or second name after a saint. My second 

name’s Anne because there’s no saint 
named Dodie. Not yet.”
Dodie’s mother, who had served in the 
Army, ran a tight ship. “My mom was 
strict,” Dodie says. “She had to be. We 
were crammed in that apartment. We 
had five boys in one room, five girls in 
one room and my mom and my little sis-
ter slept in one room. We used bunk beds 
and had a great life. I had the greatest 
childhood of anyone I know. We always 
had so much fun.”
Frequently, after school, the kids would 

play team sports, baseball or football, 
depending on the season. “There were 
four boys ahead of me, which is why I’m 

kind of tomboyish,” says Dodie. “They 
always let me play sports with them. And 
then we got all the neighborhood kids to 
play against us because we had our own 
team. It was the Lynches against anybody 
else out there.” 
The Lynch household followed a fairly 
intense regimen. After breakfast the kids 
would get their lunches. “You would have 
your brown bag with your name on it in 
the refrigerator and they would be lined 
up so you would get the right bag,” Dodie 
tells me. “Then you’d go to school and if 
you weren’t playing sports after school 
you’d play outside.” TV was never an after 
school option. “You played outside and 
then you had to be in by quarter to six 
to wash up,” says Dodie. “And you were 
at the table at six o’clock to eat. If you 
didn’t come to the table at six, you didn’t 
get your dinner.” After dinner, there were 
assigned chores and then the whole group 
would take their seats at the kitchen table 
and do their homework. Then to bed.
“My mother was the strongest woman in 
the world,” says Dodie. “And I think the 
reason I love the outdoors is because we 
never watched TV. We weren’t allowed to 
and to this day I don’t have cable.”
One thing Dodie’s mom did allow her 
children were pets, provided they take 
care of them. There were cats and dogs, 
gerbils, guinea pigs and mice, and tropi-
cal fish. “I have a love for animals which 
is something my mother also gave me,” 
Dodie says. 
As a young girl living at Yorktown 
Apartments, Dodie discovered some-
thing unique about herself. “It was really 
strange,” she says. “A lot of the people 
living in those apartments had dogs, and 
they would allow me to walk their dogs 
or visit or play with their dogs because at 
that time we didn’t have a dog and I was 
craving one.”
The dogs so loved Dodie that they would 
often jump their fences and meet her when 
the school bus dropped her off in the after-
noon. “So it ended up that people couldn’t 
keep their own dogs in their yards,” she 
remembers. One of those dogs would even-
tually become Dodie’s own. “This Irish 
setter would meet me every day the bus 
stop, every single day he’d jump the fence, 
come to the bus stop and wait for me,” says 
Dodie. “The lady eventually gave me the 
dog because she couldn’t keep the dog in 

Samantha or Sam, Dodie Lynch’s dog, eyes me, 
moves over to the couch where I’m sitting, and climbs into my lap. Sam is a golden who weighs 
in at about 75 pounds, but she thinks she’s a lap dog and who am I to argue. We’re in the office at 
Diamond Dog House and Dodie sits across the room at her desk. People come and go, picking up and  
dropping off their dogs, and Dodie knows each human and corresponding canine on a first name basis.

DodieLynch  
FOR THE LOVE OF DOGS

 by CHARLES MCGUIGAN 
photos REBECCA D’ANGELO
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1217 Bellevue Avenue • 266-4403

Monday through Saturday: 11am till closing*

Sunday: 10am till closing*  
Join us early for brunch or dollar tacos later in the day

*limited menu after 10 pm

Your Family Friendly Neighborhood Restaurant
Join Us for Happy Hour Specials 3-6pm, Mon-Fri

Chart a course to Richmond’s  

finest family neighborhood restaurant  

in the heart of Bellevue

RICHMOND COIN CLUB SPRING  
COIN AND CURRENCY SHOW
May 1-3, 2015  |  Fri & Sat, 10-6  |  Sun, 10-3

Clarion Richmond Hotel  |  3207 N. Boulevard

Free Admission, Parking, and Appraisals

Over 50 tables of US, Foreign, and  
Ancient Coins and Currency

Saturday is Young Numismatists Day

For more information visit richmondcoinclub.com  
or call Bill Scott at 804-350-1140

Landscape Design 
Installation & Maintenance

(804) 359-1573
William J. Orr 

Owner
VA Cert. Horticulturist             

VA Herbicide & Pesticide Cert.                                                                                                         
M.S. Virginia Tech. Ag. & Ls. 

Plant Science & Weed Mngmt.

the yard. His name was Big Red.” 
After high school, Dodie attended 
Ferrum College for two years and then 
went to work for United Virginia Bank, 
which was gobbled up by Crestar, which 
was then devoured by Sun Trust in those 
years when banks went on a feeding 
frenzy. In all, she spent 16 years with that 
group, the last five of those years as a busi-
ness banker. She learned how to read tax 
returns as if they were tea leaves. “When 
you can read tax returns you can tell if 
someone is making money or if they’re 
spending their money the wrong way or 
whether they’re profitable or whether 
they’re taking too much salary out of the 

account or draining the account,” Dodie 
says. “You can learn a lot.”
After leaving Sun Trust, she spent two 
years as a business banker with BB&T 
at the Summit Avenue branch in Scott’s 
Addition. This was all preparing her for 
the business she would open on her own 
nine years ago—Diamond Dog House. 
“It was the key to my opening my own 
business because I already knew money 
and I knew what it took to make money 
and how you can make money and how to 
save,” says Dodie. “I’m very frugal. I’m so 
good with money it’s sickening. My mom 
was very, very frugal, too.” 

After leaving the bank she went to work 
with her former husband who owned a 
general contracting business. “I did all the 
side work for the company,” she says. “I 
did outside sales, made sure the guys went 
to the job and did the job, went and got 
materials, drove by the jobs, called back 
clients, set up appointments for new cli-
ents, did all our bills, ran the accounting.” 
After their divorce, Dodie decided to take 
the entrepreneurial plunge. “I was trying 
to see what kind of job I was going to do,” 
she says. “I knew I wasn’t going back to 
the bank because if I was going to work 14 
hours a day I was going to work for myself.” 
Her love of dogs had always been a con-
stant in her life, so it made sense to create 
a sort of dog day care center. Friends of 
hers in Ohio had done well with a similar 
project there, so Dodie began research-
ing the business. She rented an old ware-
house just off The Boulevard and began 
renovating it. Once open it took time 
to attract clients, but after the first year 
the business began to blossom, growing 
stronger with each successive year. Today, 
Diamond Dog House has 4800 square 
feet under roof and another 6000 square 
feet outside. 
“I love dogs because they’re so loving and 
comforting,” Dodie says. “Of course, I 
love my dog best of all.” She reaches over 

and scratches Sam between the ears. “I 
think dogs are people’s kids today,” she 
says. “They’re replacing a lot of people’s 
children and they’re an added child for 
those who already have children. They’re 
just the greatest animals in the world. I 
love them and they love me and they feel 
comfortable with me. l think they feel 
safe with me, too.”
Her clients sense that about Dodie. 
They’re secure in the knowledge that this 
woman views their dogs as not mere pets, 
but members of a family, and that she and 
her staff of 19 tend to them as if they were 
children in a day care center. 
Because many of her clients are long-
term, Dodie develops familial ties with 
their dogs. “One of the great things about 
this business are the clients who started 
with us so long ago,” she says. “But it’s 
also hard as the dogs get older and pass 
on. We feel like they are part of our fam-
ily and we get to know them through 
the years they’ve spent with us so we 
go through the good times and we go 
through the heartbreak as well. And then 
somebody brings in a new puppy and you 
think life has started all over again.”
What Dodie cannot fathom is how any-
one could ever mistreat a dog. “If some-
one could take advantage of an innocent 
dog that could not even fight back, that 

Quality Painting 
Guaranteed Results 

Free Estimates
GREG WILLARD

743-8237

Kelly Powell, Dodie, and Bryan Totty of Diamond Doghouse with some of their canine friends.
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HermitageGrill
A NORTHSIDE DINING EXPERIENCE

Bigger & Better Than Ever
Tuesday-Friday 11-11 • Saturday 3-11 • Sunday Brunch 9-3

Carry Out & 
Catering Available

6010 Hermitage Road

264-7400

Meet Wilfred!!

Wilfred is an abandoned/surrendered hunting dog who was taken to Henrico Humane Society.
He is currently living at Locke Taylor  Vet, but needs a forever home.  Wilfred has the most 
SOULFUL EYES.  He just laps you into his gaze.  He is a gentle creature.  He is a hound dog,
 but does not bark incessently.  He is easy going. 

Wilfred is dog, cat, and child friendly.  He does seem to prefer female dogs (he is a dude afterall!)
He cannot tolerate a crate.  He is potty trained, but may need gentle reinforcement since he has
 mostly been living in a large outdoor pen for awhile.  He enjoys being outside
 as much as he likes being loved on inside the house of his  loved ones.  A fenced in yard is very 
important so that he may enjoy the outdoors without getting away or being “tethered”.

Please contact Allen at Locke Taylor Vet and say you are calling about Wilfred.  804-262-8629.
You may also email frontdesk.locketaylor@gmail.com.  Please write Allen/Wilfred in subject.

Wilfred and the humans that care for him Thank YOU!

rebeccadangelophotography.com

ad sponsored by Rebecca D’Angelo Photography

person would do the same to a child,” she 
says. “I do believe that if you would harm 
a dog, you would harm a human being. 
I don’t like animal abusers or children 
abusers. They’re all the same; they’re just 
bad people.”
As people come to collect their dogs, 
Dodie automatically reaches for one of 
some 50 or so leashes that hang on the 
office wall right next to the Dutch door. 
“I know exactly what leash goes to what 
client and what dog,” she says. “I know 
all of their names. It’s one of the build-
ing blocks of this whole relationship we 
have with our clients and their dogs. It’s 
knowing the person, knowing the needs 

of the dog, and understanding the needs 
of the client. Clients work hard and they 
want to have a tired, happy dog when 
they get home, and that’s what we try to 
do for them and have a safe area for this 
to happen.”
Kelly Powell, one of Dodie’s long-time 
employees, reaches for a leash as another 
client approaches the half-door to pick up 
his dog. 
“I really take the time to choose the right 
people to work here,” Dodie Lynch says. 
“I won’t just hire anybody. They’ve really 
got to love the dogs. They have to love 
the dogs as I love the dogs, as if they dogs 
are people”  
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T
HE ARTISTIC CAREER 
of Joseph Christian Ley-
endecker spanned more 
than 50 years. He is best 
known for his Saturday 
Evening Post and Col-
lier’s Weekly magazine 

covers, as well as Arrow Collar and 
Shirt advertisements. 
Born in 1874 in Germany, he immi-
grated to America while a child. At 15, 
he apprenticed himself to a Chicago 

engraving company, and took lessons 
at the Chicago Art Institute. 
In 1905, his ad concept of the Arrow 
Collar Man turned Arrow into the 
largest shirt brand in America. Wom-
en swooned over Leyendecker’s ads of 
handsome young men.
In fact, it was his lover of 49 years, 
Charles Beach, who was the model of 
the Arrow Collar Man – the symbol of 
American sophistication, masculinity 
and style. 

RAINBOW MINUTES

J. C. Leyendecker and  
His Famous Paintbrush

On September 22, 1975, soon after 
Gerald R. Ford became President, he 
was departing from the Saint Fran-
cis Hotel in San Francisco. Standing 
among the crowd of over 2,000 well 
wishers was Sara Jane Moore, pointing 
a .38 caliber pistol at Ford.
According to reports at the time, Bill 
Sipple, an ex-Marine living in San 
Francisco, grabbed her arm and wres-
tled her to the ground. In doing so, a 

bullet missed Ford’s head by five feet. 
Three days later, President Ford wrote 
to Sipple, thanking him for his selfless 
heroism. The local press outed Sipple 
as a “gay hero,” which caused estrange-
ment from his family. Nevertheless, 
Sipple treasured the letter until his 
death in 1989. 
Twelve years later, Ford made public 
statements supporting equal rights  
for gays.   

Sipple Saves a President

In 1910, an eighteen-year-old girl with 
flaming red hair left her home in the 
early morning to climb the hills near 
Camden, Maine. Her name was Edna St. 
Vincent Millay, and she had been writing 
poetry about nature since she was five. 
But this day, she wrote a poem called 
“Renascence,” which received im-
mediate public acclaim. It was the 
inspired beginning of the career of 
America’s finest lyric poet. 

Writing of “three mountains and a 
wood,” and “three islands in a bay,” it’s 
believed that her poem was inspired 
by the view from atop Mount Bat-
tie. Today at that very site is a bronze 
plaque commemorating the poet and 
her auspicious beginning there in her 
beloved hills. 
Openly bisexual, Millay’s later works 
made a big shift, with descriptions of 
free and cavalier female sexuality. 

At the Top of Mt. Battie

P H O T O  I L L U S T R AT I O N  b y  D O U G  D O B E Y

by BRIAN BURNS and JUDD PROCTOR

Residential Cleaning

1229 Bellevue Avenue 
Richmond, VA 23227

(804) 262-6979
E-mail: classictouchcleaning@verizon.net

Website: www.classictouchcleaning.com

Simplifying Lives  
One House  
At a Time!

ClassicTouch  
Cleaning
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April 10, 12 and 19 immediately fol-
lowing the performances.
For tickets visit henleystreettheatre.
org/tickets-direction 

43RD STREET  
GALLERY HOSTS 

Teapot Show &  
Anniversary Bash
Celebrating 30 years of handmade 
pottery and fine crafts, the 43rd Street 
Gallery will have an opening reception 
for an all media show of Teapots on 
April 24th from 5-8pm. From func-
tional to decorative, the exhibition and 
sale will be a delight for both tea drink-
ers and lovers of fine handmade art.
The 43rd Street Gallery was created in 
1985 as a retail outlet for the pottery 
studio set up by Robin Cage and fel-
low potters Lee Hazelgrove and Diana 
Cole. Located in the Forest Hill neigh-
borhood on Southside, the gallery 
has become a Richmond destination 
for fine crafts. Robin, the owner and 
resident artist at the shop, has been 
making high-fired functional pot-
tery now at this location for 30 years. 
She has broadened the range of work 
available in the gallery now to include 

over 25 local artisans in many media 
and specializes in American hand-
made contemporary crafts of fine 
quality and affordable prices. Robin 
Cage was recently named a Virginia 
Master Artisan by the Artisans center 
of Virginia (ACV).
The public is invited to visit the studio 
and gallery for the opening reception 
of the Teapot Show on April 24. All 
are welcome to join us for refresh-
ments and a gathering of friends and 
customers to celebrate 30 years of fine 
crafts at the 43rd Street Gallery. For 
more information call (804)233-1758 
or visit 43rdstgallery.com  

CALENDAR

RAB YOUR BEST COSTUME AND BIKE, AND JOIN US  
for a fun, family bike ride May 3. Bike Walk Northside is host-
ing this fun ride event to celebrate the arrival of warm weather 
and to try out a demonstration bike lane on Brook Road. Our 
short ride will travel along existing and future bike lanes (with 
cones to mark the route and volunteers posted along the way) 

as well as through safe, quiet neighborhood streets. Treats and quick bike adjust-
ments will be available, too. Activities start at 1 pm in the field at the Westwood 
Tract at the corner of Brook Road and Westwood Avenue. The ride kicks off 
at 1:30. Costume prizes will be awarded in several categories, including Most 
Colorful, Best ORIGINAL Superhero and Best Group costume. A group photo 
will be taken before everyone gets sweaty from riding! Let’s make this a great, fun 
ride for kids and riders of all ages! Rain date May 9.

For more information contact Bike Walk Northside: BikeWalkNorthside@gmail.com

North Side Bike Ride 
SLATED FOR MAY 3

G

Stir Crazy Café 
MUSIC NIGHTS  
EVERY THURSDAY 
Get your weekly dose of live music 
every Thursday night at 7:30pm at Stir 
Crazy Cafe on MacArthur Avenue  
in Bellevue.

APRIL 9, JIM IVINS
APRIL 16, ELANA LISA &  
THE HOT MESS

APRIL 23, BROAD STREET 
RAMBLERS
APRIL 30, DJANGO TANGO
Stir Crazy Café, 4015 MacArthur 
Avenue, (804)864-0264

HENLEY STREET/ 
RICHMOND SHAKESPEARE
PRESENT 

World Premiere 
of Sam and Carol
Henley Street Theatre and Richmond 
Shakespeare are proud to present the 
world premiere of Sam and Carol: A 
Play Where Everything Is True, by 
Richmond award-winning author and 
author playwright David L. Robbins. 
Directed by Dr. Jan Powell, this 
play will run April 2-25 at Gottwald 
Playhouse at Richmond CenterStage. 
This play is part of the Richmond Acts 
of Faith Festival – the largest faith-
based theatre festival in the USA. 
Talk-backs with Mr. Robbins, Dr. 
Powell, the cast and leaders from the 
Acts of Faith festival will talk place on 

T O P :  P H O T O  I L L U S T R AT I O N  B Y  D O U G  D O B E Y

1412 WEST 43RD ST RVA
 www.43rdstgallery.com

SAVE THE DATE 
April 24th, Friday, 5-8pm

30th  
ANNIVERSARY BASH & 

TEAPOT SHOW
Celebrating 30 years of fine crafts 

at the 43rd Street Gallery.
Opening reception for  
all-media Teapot Show. 

Exhibition and sale continues  
until June 1st.

Tues-Thurs 10-6, Fri & Sat 10-4

43rd Street Festival of the Arts 
Saturday, September 12, 2015

Pizza - Pasta - Subs
FULL ITALIAN MENU 

N.Y. Style Pizzas
Baked Spaghetti
Fettucini Alfredo 

Lasagna - Manicotti
Ravioli - Tortellini

Veal Marsala
Chicken Marsala
Veal Parmigiana 

Chicken Parmigiana
Eggplant Parmigiana
Calzone - Stromboli

Selection of Subs
Selection of Salads
Tiramisu - Canoli
And Much More!

FREE DELIVERY
Monday-Thursday, 11am-10pm;  
Friday & Saturday, 11am-11pm;  

Sunday, Noon-10pm

4026 MacARTHUR AVENUE
264-5370
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Visit us on FACEBOOK for the latest seasonal hours

WELCOME TO THE EIGHTH SEASON AT LAKESIDE TOWNE CENTER 
6110	LAKESIDE	AVENUE	|	HENRICO/RICHMOND	VA	23228

OFFERING FARM RAISED PRODUCTS, BAKED GOODS, FRESH SEAFOOD,  
AND PLANTS AND FLOWERS

YEAR	ROUND	FARMERS’	MARKET
OPEN	Saturday	mornings	and	all	day	Wednesday



APPLIANCES

TM

5418 Lakeside Ave. • Richmond, VA 2322 • 804-266-7621
Hours:  Mon., Tues.,Thurs. 8:30am-7:00pm • Wed., Fri. 8:30-6:00pm • Sat. 8:30-4:00pm • Sun. Closed

www.AppliancesOnLakeside.com

©2013 TPCK, LLC

TM Profile

Appliances on Lakeside
The appliance experts.

GE® 8.3 cu. ft.
capacity

RightHeight™

Design 
Front Load

electric dryer 
with steam

GFDR485EFRR

GE® Energy
Star® 

4.8 DOE cu. ft.
capacity

RightHeight™

Design Front
Load washer
GFWR4805FRR

FREE
FINANCING

12 months with  no interest

Washer and Dryer
Made in America.

Commercial-grade construction. 
Rugged, Dependable. 

Built to Last.

29 cu. ft. Whirlpool® 

French Door Refrigerator with Flexible
Capacity that Stores More

WRF989SDAEM

Introducing the newest 
color by GE—Slate

Strikingly bold 
appliances take 
the fast lane to 
epic style. 

Get your home ready for the new year with the latest appliances from GE, Profile, Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Sub-Zero.App_NJames_Nov13:Layout 1  11/19/13  12:02 PM  Page 1

PARTS FOR 
MOST MAJOR 
APPLIANCES!

Miele, Sub-Zero, 
Wolf, Monogram,

KitchenAid

On Lakeside
5418 Lakeside Ave.

Richmond, VA 23228

804-266-7621

Hours:  Mon., Tues.,Thurs. 8:30am - 7:00pm 
Wed., Fri. 8:30 - 6:00pm 

Sat. 8:30 - 4:00pm • Sunday: Closed 
www.AppliancesOnLakeside.com

Unleash the deep-cleaning 
power found in tap water

Get your home ready for the 
new year with the latest appliances 

from GE, Profile, Whirlpool, 
KitchenAid and Sub-Zero.

We now carry 
Napoleon Grills


