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was being prepared, even as a child, for a future 
career that would benefit the most vulnerable 
members of society. As a very young woman, 
she would bear three children, two of whom 
survived childbirth. She would carve out a life 
for them and herself, working diligently at her 
education. And then she would he hear a voice 
that could have come from a burning bush. The 
message was clear, and Valerie Slater would  
answer the call.                    continued on page 12
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My Outdoor Project
Let Victor Make Your Outdoor Project, His Outdoor Project
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CUSTOM-FENCING and MULCHING

Contact 
VICTOR AYALA 

master mason and landscaper
804 912 9789

my_new_project@outlook.com
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Independently owned and operated.

COME EAT, DRINK AND PEOPLE WATCH  
ON OUR DOG-FRIENDLY PATIO

RICHMOND’S ORIGINAL CRAFT BEER BAR  
LOCATED IN THE HEART OF THE DEVIL’S TRIANGLE

2920 PARK AVE
804 340 2920 

JOIN US FOR WEEKEND BRUNCH,  
& THE BEST BURGERS IN TOWN

NORTHSIDE OWNED & OPERATED

SHEPPARDSTREETTAVERN.COM

I DON’T ALWAYS  
LEAVE NORTHSIDE, 

BUT WHEN I DO,  
    I HEAD TO... 

WEDNESDAY 9-11  
TRIVIA

THURSDAY 9-11  
MUSIC BINGO 
WITH FOOD & DRINK 
SPECIALS & PRIZES!

NORTHSIDE 
NIGHTS

WEDNESDAY  
LAKESIDE NIGHT

THURSDAY  
BELLEVUE NIGHT
WITH LAKESIDE OR 

BELLEVUE ADDRESS

WE DO IT ALL!
We Sort    We Organize    We Appraise    We Display 

    We sell it all and we handle the cleanup too

Please call for a free consultation

(804) 334-6738    theestateexperts.net

The Estate Experts
ESTATE SALES - ESTABLISHED 1996
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EVENTS

A C A R T H U R 
Avenue’s National 
Night Out will be 
held rain or shine 
from 6-8 pm on 
Tuesday, August 6 
in the 4000 block 

of MacArthur Avenue, Richmond, 
VA 23227. One of the largest events of 
its kind in the Richmond metro area, 
this annual event drew more than 
a thousand people last year to one 
of Bellevue’s two commercial strip. 
Sponsored by the Bellevue Merchants 
Association and the Richmond Police 
Department, it is an evening of fun 
activities—including the ever-popular 
misting tents.
The merchants of MacArthur offer a 
wide range of taste treats for kids and 
adults alike—root beer floats compli-
ments of Once Upon a Vine; popcorn 
from snow cones at Decatur’s Garage; 
Key lime pie cups at the Mill on Mac-
Arthur; iced tea and cookies from Stir 
Crazy; paella from Demi’s Mediterra-
nean Kitchen, and something equally 
sumptuous from Dot’s Back Inn; bite-

size cookies and other sweets from 
Morsels; garlic knots from Zorba’s; 
popcorn from Classic Touch Clean-
ing and The Painting Class; chips and 
dip from Mi Jalisco; dog treats and a 
wading pool for your dogs from David 
Schieferstein and Teri Phipps; bottled 
water from Rich’s Stitches; watermelon 
from Little House Green Grocery; face 
painting from Paint Crazy; samples 
from Gallo Blanco Pizza + Things; ac-
tivities at True North Yoga; and much, 
much more. 
The Northside’s own Jonathan the Jug-
gler will be on hand working his mag-
ic, along with the Northside YMCA 
and All Dog Adventures. It’s all family 
oriented and kid-friendly.  

National Night Out 
On MacArthur Avenue

M
Top: Jonathan the Juggler entertains the crowd. 
Above left and right: Paella compliments of Demi’s, and garlic knots provided 
by Zorba’s.
Below: The ever-popular misting tent. 

4017 MACARTHUR AVENUE
RICHMOND, VA 23227

(804) 525-4576
INFO@DEMISRVA.COM

Tuesday – Thursday 5pm – 10pm
Friday & Saturday 5pm – 11pm

Sunday 5pm – 9pm

demis.13b.0717.indd   1 6/12/17   12:41 PM

Monday thru Saturday 
9 am to Midnight

Sunday 10 am to 3

4030 MACARTHUR AVENUE ★ 266-3167
NOW SERVING 

SUNDAY 
BRUNCH
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AXSELLE 
AUTO 

SERVICE
FAMILY OWNED AND  

OPERATED FOR 68 YEARS

Fair Price, 
Done Right, 

On Time
YOUR FULL SERVICE  

NEIGHBORHOOD AUTO  
SERVICE CENTER

MONDAY—FRIDAY 7—5:30

5519 LAKESIDE AVENUE 
RICHMOND, VA 23228

266-3574
AUTOSERVICERICHMOND.COM

Fruits, Vegetables, Flowers
plus 

Dutch Kettle & McCutcheons  
Jams, Jellies and Pickles

Montana Gold Breads

9592 Chamberlayne Road 
Mechanicsville, VA 23116

569-9005
10-7 everyday

Hanover’sBest 

Homegrown

Beer & Wine Tastings Every Friday 5-8 pm 
Open 7 Days A Week  

Sunday – Thursday 11 am – 9 pm | Friday & Saturday 11 am – 11 pm.

4009 MacArthur Avenue Phone: 726-WINE (9463) FAX: 726-VINE (8463)
To get on our e-mail list log on to onceuponavine@aol.com

Look For Us On Instagram, Follow Us On Twitter
OnceUponAVine.us

JOIN US ON 
FACEBOOK

  Wine Tastings Every Friday Night!
  One of the most extensive wine  
and beer selections in Richmond… 
something to fit every wallet.

  Nostalgic candies for the kids.
  Selection of cheeses, crackers,  
chips and sauces.

Order Your  
Kegs For Summer 

Parties

Free  
Friday Night Movies

(Requests For Your Favorite 
Movies Encouraged)

Stock Up for Your 
Summer Picnics

National  
Night Out
4000 Block of  

MacArthur Avenue
Tuesday, August 6

6-8pm
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FEATURE

ATURDAY JUNE 22 
was a day for the ages, a 
moment of historic sig-
nificance. The Boulevard’s  
name was formally 
changed to Arthur Ashe 
Boulevard, the culmina-

tion of a thirty year-long battle. Hun-
dreds clogged the grounds surround-
ing the Virginia Museum of History 
& Culture (formerly the Virginia His-
torical Society) and spilled out into 
the broad boulevard that now bears 
the name of one of Richmond’s most 
beloved native sons. Arthur, of course, 
was one of the world’s greatest ten-
nis players. He was the first African-
American selected for the United 
States Davis Cup team, and the only 
black man ever to win three Grand 
Slam titles—at Wimbledon, the US 
Open, and the Australian Open. In 
1968, he won both the US Amateur 
and the US Open championships in 
the same year, something no one else 
has done before or since.
But Arthur was much more than an 
outstanding athlete. He was a teacher, a 
social activist, and a humanitarian. He 
was a major force in pressuring South 
Africa to end its despicable policy of 
apartheid, and was awarded, though 
posthumously, the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom. He was a tireless advo-
cate for civil rights and racial equality, 
and was loved by the global commu-
nity. This, too: he was a gentleman, 
and he was kind. As a boy growing up 
in Richmond, Arthur was prohibited 
from playing the sport he loved on the 
courts just a mile south of this spot 
where he was now being honored. 
The Elegba Folklore Society’s percus-
sion band played on traditional Afri-
can instruments throughout the day, 
and if you listened closely, above the 
rhythm, you could hear a buzz and a 
hum that grew louder and then softer. 
It was neither cicadas nor swarm-
ing bees. High above the crowd, a 
military-sized drone swooped and 
hovered, circling the people below, 
sometimes moving rapidly as a hum-
mingbird from one end of the gather-
ing to the other. And on the roof of the 
old VHS two men, dressed in cam-
ouflage, stood stoically, surveying the 
crowd with binoculars. All to ensure, 
I’m guessing, that white supremacists 
or American-grown Nazis did not dis-
rupt the proceedings.

Keynote speaker Congressman John 
Lewis, a freedom fighter who shed his 
own blood in the war for equality, said, 
“We cannot remake what happened 
400 years ago, but we’re here today as 
one people, as one family.” Later in his 
speech, the Congressman from Geor-
gia spoke of the power of nonviolence, 
but encouraged people to stand up for 
what they believe. “It’s time for us to get 
into trouble again,” Congressman Lewis 
said. “Good trouble, necessary trouble.” 
Congressmen Bobby Scott and Don 
McEachin, of Virginia’s delegation, 
also spoke. Senator Tim Kaine remem-
bered the controversy surrounding the 
placement of the Arthur Ashe statue on 
Monument Avenue a quarter century 
ago. “The decision to place the Arthur 
Ashe statue on Monument Avenue was 
a healing in a city, commonwealth and 
country that still needs healing to this 
day,” Senator Kaine said.
Later in his speech, the Senator added, 
“Naming is important. This is not a 
minor thing we are doing today. So 
many of the names that we live with 
were chosen by a tiny, tiny subset of 
people who do not represent the full 
community of our city, or state, or na-
tion today. This is an act to rectify that.”
Governor Ralph Northam was there, 
and his speech sounded earnest, and 
in keeping with the promises he made 
after his blackface scandal. “African 

American history, black history, is 
American history,” he said. “And the 
way that we teach that history is inad-
equate and inaccurate.” 
Throughout the seated audience there 
were scores of members of Arthur 
Ashe’s extended family. Perhaps the 
most moving words spoken from the 
lectern that day came from Arthur’s 
nephew, David Harris Jr. “Today,” he 
said. “We are letting the world know rac-
ism, discrimination, exclusionary tac-
tics, lack of investment in our children, 
education and people is bankrupt.” The 
applause was long and deafening.
Mayor Levar Stoney mentioned the 
statue of Arthur Ashe created by sculp-
tor Paul DiPasquale that stands at the 
intersection of Roseneath and Monu-
ment, and noted that Ashe is the only 
“champion” memorialized on Monu-
ment Avenue. “Our city is transform-
ing,” he said. “It is changing its future, 
and triumphing over its past. 
Levar, and a number of other speak-
ers, also thanked Second District City 
Councilwoman Kim Gray for her role 
as the prime mover in the boulevard’s 
name change.
This all came on the heels of the 
VMFA’s announcement the week be-
fore the dedication that the museum 
would soon be home to a thirty-foot 
tall bronze equestrian sculpture by Ke-
hinde Wiley. Called Rumors of War, 

the sculpture, which will be unveiled 
in in New York on September 27 and 
arrive in Richmond in the late fall, fea-
tures a contemporary African Ameri-
can man astride a massive horse. It was 
inspired by Kehinde’s encounter with 
the J.E.B. Stuart monument while he 
was in Richmond during an exhibit of 
his work at the VMFA three years ago. 
“The inspiration for Rumors of War is 
war is an engagement with violence,” 
Kehinde wrote of his work. “Art and 
violence have for an eternity held a 
strong narrative grip with each other. 
Rumors of War attempts to use the 
language of equestrian portraiture to 
both embrace and subsume the fet-
ishization of state violence.”
It seems fitting that the statue’s final 
resting place will be on Arthur Ashe 
Boulevard at the entrance to the Vir-
ginia Museum of Fine Arts. There are 
only two other statues along the entire 
length of Arthur Ashe Boulevard, and 
its extension, Hermitage Road. Each 
memorializes one of America’s two 
Original Sins. Standing at the south-
ern end of Arthur Ashe Boulevard is 
Christopher Columbus, whose sup-
posed “discovery of America” indi-
rectly led to the diaspora and genocide 
of Native cultures. On the opposite 
end of this boulevard there is a stat-
ue honoring General A.P. Hill who 
fought to preserve the enslavement of 
people of African origin.  

Arthur Ashe Boulevard: And Rumors of War 
by CHARLES MCGUIGAN

S

Above left: David Harris, Jr., newphew of Arthur Ashe, at the podium, while men dressed in camouflage survey the crowd  
from their perch on top of the former Virginia Historical Society.
Above right: Elegba Folklore Society percussion band performing for the crowd.
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9am-10pm Sat & Sun

DINE IN • TAKE OUT

ENJOY BRUNCH 
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Weekly Specials: 
Sun • Specialty Burgers 
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Tues • Family Style Pasta Night 
6pm-close
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Happy Hour • Mon-Fri 3-7pm

Located in Richmond VA’s 
historic Bellevue District at 

4023 MacArthur 
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804 716 1196

www.themillrva.com

Monday-Friday 10-6   
Saturday-Sunday 12-5 

3141 West Cary Street  
Richmond, VA  23221

804 254 4653
kambourianjewelers.com

FROM RICHMOND’S  
PREMIER JEWELERS
UP to 50% off our entire stock

Wait till you see our new space and what 
we’ve got in store for you!
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HIDDEN H ISTORIES

F YOU GOOGLE JACKSON 
State today you have to work 
to even catch a glimpse of the 
violence that happened on their 
campus between May 14 and 15, 
1970, just ten short days after 
the Kent State massacre. Per-

form that same Google search on Kent 
State, of course, and there’s no doubt 
that something horrific happened. 
History has swallowed the incident at 
Jackson State College Mississippi, but 
it’s no less noteworthy than the mas-
sacre at Kent State.
On May 14 and 15, 1970, Jackson State 
students were protesting the Kent State 
killings, as well as agitating for civil 
rights. A few students set several fires 
and overturned a dump truck that 
had been left on campus overnight at 
a sewer line construction site. Jackson 
firefighters, dispatched to put out the 
blaze, met a hostile crowd. Fearing for 
their safety, the firemen requested po-
lice backup.
Seventy-five city policemen and Mis-
sissippi State Police officers armed 
with carbines, submachine guns, 
shotguns, service revolvers and some 
personal weapons, responded to the 
call. After the firemen extinguished 
the blaze and left, the police and state 
troopers marched along the unfortu-
nately named Lynch Street toward Al-
exander Center, a women’s residence, 
weapons at the ready. No one seems to 
know why. 
The officers deployed into a line, facing 
the students. Someone in the crowd 
either threw or dropped a bottle which 
shattered on the asphalt with a loud pop.  
That’s when the police opened fire on 
the unarmed students. Over 200 hun-
dred rounds were discharged. Miracu-
lously only a dozen or so were wound-
ed, but two students were killed.

Twenty-one-year old Phillip Lafay-
ette Gibbs, a Jackson State College 
student, and 17-year old James Earl 
Green, a Jim Hill High School senior, 
were murdered on May 14, 1970 just 6 
short days after the Kent State killings. 
It would be the second time in less 
than a week that U.S. authorities had 
murdered unarmed U.S. students, yet 
hardly any one remembers the Jack-
son State killings. Nor do they remem-
ber yet another time U.S. authorities 
murdered unarmed U.S. students, 
though it was at least as horrific as the 
Kent State massacre. 
That incident began two years prior to 
Kent State, on the night of February 8, 
1968, when South Carolina State Uni-
versity students started a bonfire near 
the entrance to the Orangeburg, S.C. 
campus. As police and firefighters at-
tempted to put out the fire, officer David 
Shealy was injured by a heavy wooden 
bannister thrown in his direction.
Shortly thereafter South Carolina 
Highway Patrol officers rolled up to 
the campus grounds and began fir-
ing into the crowd. There were around 
200 protesters. Eight highway patrol 
officers fired carbines, shotguns, and 
revolvers at the protesters, firing for 
around 10 to 15 seconds. Twenty-sev-
en people were injured in the shoot-
ing, most of whom were shot in the 
back as they were running away, and 
three African-American men were 
killed. The three men killed were Sam-
uel Hammond Jr., Henry Smith (both 
SCSU students), and Delano Middle-
ton, a student at the local Wilkinson 
High School. Middleton was shot 
while simply sitting on the steps of the 
freshman dormitory awaiting the end 
of his mother’s work shift.
In all three incidents—Kent State, 
Jackson State and South Carolina  

State—no one was ever convicted. In 
the succeeding years, many in the anti-
war movement rightfully referred to 
the Kent State shootings as “murders,” 
although no criminal convictions were 
obtained against any National Guards-
man. In December 1970, journalist I. 
F. Stone wrote the following:
“To those who think murder is too 
strong a word, one may recall that 
even Spiro Agnew three days after the 
Kent State shootings used the word in 
an interview on the David Frost show 
in Los Angeles. Agnew admitted in 
response to a question that what hap-
pened at Kent State was murder, ‘but 
not first degree’ since there was – as 
Agnew explained from his own train-
ing as a lawyer – ‘no premeditation but 
simply an over-response in the heat 
of anger that results in a killing; it’s a 
murder. It’s not premeditated and it 
certainly can’t be condoned.’”
Another question: you know about 
Kent State, of course, but why were 
Jackson State and South Carolina 
State never given the same level of 
coverage? Those incident were never 
featured in national news magazine 
covers, Pulitzer Prize-winning photo-
graphs, or popular songs memorializ-
ing the deaths, as Crosby, Stills, Nash 
& Young’s “Ohio” did for Kent State.
According to CNN, for those who 
lived through the time, the reason 
for the lack of coverage on the other 
campus shootings is pretty simple: 
“Kent State was four white students 
in Ohio,” said Gene Young, a former 
Jackson State professor,  when asked 
by NPR why the tragedies at Jackson 
State and South Carolina State aren›t 
as prominent in the nation›s memory.
“Jackson State and Orangeburg were 
black colleges in the South,” Young 
continued. “Black students on a black 
college campus in Mississippi that had 
the history of Emmett Till, Medgar 
Evers, Chaney, Goodman and Schw-
erner. It was just another day of busi-
ness as usual, racist law enforcement 
officials victimizing black people.” 
So it’s not really a mystery. They 
weren’t covered nationally because—
for their community—a violent as-
sault by establishment officials was not 
even news.  

The Other Kent States 
Did Black Lives Matter?
by JACK R .  JOHNSON
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Pizza - Pasta - Subs
FULL ITALIAN MENU 

N.Y. Style Pizzas
Baked Spaghetti
Fettucini Alfredo 

Lasagna - Manicotti
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Veal Marsala
Chicken Marsala
Veal Parmigiana 
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And Much More!

FREE DELIVERY
Monday-Thursday, 11am-10pm;  
Friday & Saturday, 11am-11pm;  

Sunday, Noon-10pm

4026 MacARTHUR AVENUE
264-5370

M A IN S T REE T L AW

John G LaFratta
Criminal Law

Traffic Violations
Estate Planning

Family Law

E DUC AT ION:
University of Richmond,  

TC Williams School of Law, JD
University of Richmond, Robins 

School of Business, MBA
North Carolina State 

University, BA

P R OF E S SION A L 
A S SOCI AT IONS A ND 

ME MBE R SHIP S :
Richmond Criminal Bar 

Association
Virginia Bar Association
Richmond Juvenile Bar 

Association
Caroline County Bar 

Association

john@mainstlaw.com
804.355.1800
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Arthur’s Electric Service, Inc.
8910 Brook Road • Glen Allen, VA 23060 • 804-264-2513

Your Local Full-Line                 Dealer  
Since 1969!
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“When I think back on that night, I’m not even sure 
that I knew that those words were my heart’s cry,” says 
Valerie Slater, who sits at the far end of a table. “What 
I realized is that’s what my soul was pouring out, what 
God was telling me.” She pauses, and looks out the 
window at the spears of lush pink flowers just burst 
open on a crepe myrtle. “Every time I hear about a 
child who is hurting, my heart breaks because I know 
what that’s like,” Valerie says, inviting me to become 
unstuck in time and travel back to her childhood.
She was born in Newport News, Virginia. Her fa-
ther, a lifer, who served as a helicopter pilot and me-
chanic during the Korean and Vietnam wars, was, at 
the time of her birth, stationed at Fort Eustis. When 
Valerie was less than a year old, the family moved to 
her father’s next tour of duty. Over the years, they 
would live in Alabama, Texas, Germany, Panama 
and Georgia. While on base, Valerie and her siblings 
were cushioned from the overt racism that raged 
outside the gates of American military reservations.
“When you are on base it’s very integrated,” says 
Valerie. “But when you are out interacting with the 
locals in the cities and towns, you start feeling and 
experiencing things that are incredibly foreign, even 
though we are still in the same country, America.” 
After retiring from a twenty-plus year military ca-
reer, Valerie’s father moved the family to Spanaway 
Washington, a suburb just outside of Tacoma. “It 
wasn’t at all integrated.” Says Valerie. “And I remem-
ber crying, thinking my identity is being shaken and 
civilians don’t really like black people. I didn’t want to 
lose the protections of the military.”
Valerie recalls how her parents would constantly 
warn their six children about the inherent dangers of 
a racist society. “If we got a spanking, and my parents 
were all about that switch, they would tell us, ‘We use 
this switch so that you’re not beaten with a billy club 
by a police officer,’” Valerie says. “’Don’t you forget 
that the color of your skin will often determine the 
outcome of any interaction that you have with law en-
forcement. Don’t be deceived to think that right and 
wrong is always going to save you just because you 
are on the side of right. There are times that your skin 
color will speak so much louder than your actions.’”
When she was just seventeen, Valerie met the man 
who would become father of her three children, two 

of whom lived. Not long after giving birth to her eld-
est daughter, Antoinette, Valerie became pregnant 
again. Her baby was due on Halloween, but on Oc-
tober 3 the placenta that held her unborn daughter 
broke away from the wall of her womb. The unborn 
child bled to death almost immediately.
Valerie inhales deeply, and a sob escapes her lips. 
“I woke up three days later and I was asking for my 
baby,” she says. “They let me hold her. They held her 
in the morgue for three days.”

Three years later, Valerie was pregnant again. She 
was three months from term when she had another 
placental abruption. Because there were no anesthe-
siologists at the hospital, they performed a Caesar-
ian without the benefit of anesthesia. “I screamed a 
lot,” says Valerie. “And my little girl was born dead.” 
But the doctors and the nurses were able to revive the 
premature child. “Her medical records actually say: 
‘death under 48 hours, Yes; death under 48 hours, 
No’” Valerie tells me. “They’re unsure how long she 

It was as clear a voice as Valerie Slater  
had ever heard, sharp as cut crystals, and the words resounded in her skull and they rolled down into her gut. 
On Thursday nights she would gather with three other women in her home where they would sing and rap and 
worship. A question had been nagging at her for some time. “What do I do with my life now? I can’t be this 
stay-at-home mom because I’ve got children to raise.” She’d asked the question of God, but there had been no  
response. That is until this particular Thursday night when she clearly heard the following words: “I have anointed 
and appointed you to snatch my young people out of the hands of the criminal justice system and place them 
into my just hands.” Valerie wrote the words down, memorized them, and began a quest that would lead her into 
a life committed to activism and advocacy, always defending the rights of the least of her brethren and sistern.

Advocacy and Activism, Divine Callings

Valerie Slater

by CHARLES MCGUIGAN  
photo illustration by DOUG DOBEY
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Join Us For 
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804 864 0264
vickie@stircrazycaferva.com

Residential Cleaning

1229 Bellevue Avenue 
Richmond, VA 23227

(804) 262-6979
E-mail: classictouchcleaning@verizon.net

Website: www.classictouchcleaning.com

Simplifying Lives  
One House  
At a Time!

ClassicTouch  
Cleaning

Celebrating 20 Years!
Celebrate Our 20th Year With This  
20% Discount On All RX Eyewear 
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5520-B Lakeside Avenue  |  Richmond, VA  |  23228
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804-261-0222
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went without oxygen on her brain, so 
she has an intellectual disability. My 
sweet girl. My Annalise. She’s a beau-
tiful and amazing young woman now. 
Right now she volunteers with me and 
her sister sometimes, and she wants to 
work with animals.”
Sometime later, Valerie would leave 
her children’s father, taking her two 
daughters with her. At about that time, 
she began developing a personal rela-
tionship with her God. “God literally 
became my best friend,” she says. “I 
think I grew a backbone because I had 
something that was truly mine, my 
faith, and I truly began becoming this 
independent woman.”
And then came that Thursday night 
when God spoke directly to Valerie. 
“I knew I had to do something,” 
Valerie says. “So I went to Tacoma 
Community College because I had 
to start somewhere.” She aced every 
class and earned an associate’s degree 
in youth psychology, and was then ac-
cepted into the psychology program 
at Colorado State University. But she 
ended up changing her major to so-
cial science with a minor in criminal 
justice. Her vision for her future was 
becoming clearer. 
Even before earning her bachelor’s 
of science degree in sociology from 
Colorado, Valerie was further refining 
her vision for the future. “Before I got 
done, I was already looking for a law 
school,” she says. “I realized I can be 
the best sociologist or counsellor, but 
ultimately law is where the power is. I 
found U of R, which has this amazing 
juvenile law clinic program, and I said 
to myself, ‘Oh my gosh that’s where I 
want to go.’”
She applied and was accepted, and her 
eyes widened, free of motes or beams. 
“I took the Education Rights Clinic 
under Adrienne Volenik, the most 
amazing special education attorney 
in our nation,” Valerie says with rising 
enthusiasm in her voice. Her future 
course became clearer and clearer. 
“I’m an advocate at my core, so I im-
mediately went to bat for these chil-
dren,” she says. “I would read up on 
whatever their diagnoses were, and 
the issues these parents and children 
were facing in school, and what does 
the law say about it.”
Valerie pored over “Wrightslaw” by 
Peter W.D. Wright, memorized its 
contents as if it were a Bible. “I de-
voured it,” she says of this book de-
voted to special education law, and 
advocacy for children with disabilities.  
Advocating for children was nothing 
new to Valerie. “I’ve always been an 
advocate for my own daughter,” she 
says. “She will be a perpetual pre-teen 
with adolescent tendencies. I have a 

little girl forever. How amazing is that? 
I’m so fortunate. I’m so blessed. I’m a 
fierce advocate for my children.”
When her oldest daughter, Antoinette, 
was attending kindergarten at a private 
school, she told Valerie one afternoon 
that she was told to sit on the floor be-
cause she had misbehaved.
“Wait, wait, wait, wait,” Valerie told her 
daughter. “Help mommy understand. 
You were sitting on the floor, and eve-
ryone else was sitting at their desk?
Antoinette nodded and said, “Well 
we have chairs, and they scoot up to  
the table.”
“But you were sitting on the floor?” 
Valerie said. 
Again, Antoinette nodded, and said, 
“Yes, momma.”
“Well, mommy’s going to go to school 
with you tomorrow.”
The next morning she loaded her 
daughter and a small blue chair into 
the family car. As her daughter took 
her seat in the classroom, Valerie ap-
proached the teacher’s desk and low-
ered the small blue chair to the floor. 
“I need you to help me understand 
what my daughter did that made you 
think it was ever appropriate to sit her 
on the floor, as if the black child is in 
some way inferior to the other chil-
dren in the classroom,” she told the 
teacher. “Surely, you don’t think that. 
Do you think that? Do you think black 
children are somehow inferior?”
The teacher was taken aback, and re-
mained speechless.
“What I need you to understand is that 
this chair here belongs to my daugh-
ter,” Valerie continued, indicating the 
small blue chair at her feet. “If you ever 
feel that she cannot sit in your chair, 
you will not put my child on the floor. 
She will sit in her own chair. If you feel 
that chair needs to be in the corner for 
some period of time because of her be-
havior, I might be able to tolerate that. 
But don’t you ever put my child on the 
floor, again, as if somehow she is be-
neath other children.”
Valerie is smiling now. “That woman 
didn’t know what to do with me,” she 
says. “But I’ll tell you one thing, she nev-
er sat my child on the floor again. I’m a 
bear when it comes to my children. I’m 
a bear when it comes to all children.”
While still in law school, Valerie in-
terned at the Virginia Poverty Law 
Center and then at the Virginia Indi-
gent Defense Commission, where she 
sharpened skills as both an advocate 
and a litigator.
After receiving her law degree, Valerie 
continued interning, but funds were 
rapidly running out. “We were almost 
homeless,” she says. And then she got DARK BROWN

PANTONE 4625
LIGHT BLUE-GREEN

PANTONE 324

1221 Bellevue Avenue  Richmond VA  23227 
804 553 3866

TueSDAY-FriDAY 7am-1pm  Saturday 7am-Noon

EARLYBIRDBISCUIT.COM

Tuesday-Friday 11am-11pm 
Saturday 5pm-11pm, Sunday  9am-3pm

Lunch, Dinner 
Sunday Brunch 
To-Go Orders 

6010 Hermitage Road  
Richmond, VA 23228

hobnobrva.com

804.264.7400
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(804) 397-6720
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Quality Painting 
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Bobby Shore
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(804) 262-7582
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a call from Disability Law Center of 
Virginia. “Professor Volenik spoke 
with their executive director and said, 
‘You’ve got to hire Valerie Slater’,” 
Valerie tells me.
Valerie went through a succession of 
interviews and was ultimately offered 
the job. She met with the executive di-
rector. “So you’ve impressed my staff, 
and you have a stellar recommenda-
tion from Adrienne Volenik, the pre-
mier special education advocate,” this 
woman told Valerie. “Why does she 
love you so?” 
“I don’t know why she loves me, but 
I love her back,” Valerie responded. 
“What I can tell you is, I’m passion-
ate about the rights of children and I 
will defend them with every fiber of 
my being.” 
Valerie worked with the Law Center 
for the next four years, and while there 
co-authored the Special Education 
Manual that DLCV uses to do their 
training to help advocates become 
more proficient. 
Valerie then went to work with the Le-
gal Aid Justice Center and joined the 
JustChildren team, which works for 
children’s advocacy. “I was one of the 
juvenile justice attorneys and I became 
the coordinator of RISE For Youth,” 
she says.
Less than a year ago, RISE For Youth be-
came an independent entity, and Valerie 
became its first executive director.
“We assess the state’s juvenile justice 
system,” she explains. “We advocated 
for the closing of Beaumont, and it fi-
nally closed. We don’t like the idea of a 
child being behind bars. You shouldn’t 
cage children. We just shouldn’t put 
kids in cages. What a concept, right?”
Children should not be warehoused in 
large penal institutions. RISE For Youth 
advocates for smaller facilities with a 
multitude of services offered. “It ought 
to be homelike, and it ought to be filled 
with counsellors who have the resilience 
and the strength to deal with whatever 

comes their way,” says Valerie. “The 
counsellors should know every child. 
And there should be no more than thir-
ty children housed there.”
It’s an uphill battle to reform these en-
trenched institutions, but inroads have 
been made, and Valerie’s up for the 
fight. “We will win,” she says.
And what will help them win these 
battles are weapons that we all possess, 
weapons that neither maim nor mur-
der, weapons that destroy the evils of 
racism and injustice. They are weap-
ons of advocacy, lending your exper-
tise to combat the depravity of a cor-
rupt system of justice.  
“Advocacy is important because each 
and every one of us at some point in 
our lives have found ourselves strug-
gling with something,” she says. “Ad-
vocacy is important because not eve-
ryone is able to do it on their own. 
And if you have the strength, the 
knowledge, the influence, use every bit 
of it to make sure that everyone makes 
it. Because we don’t make it, until we 
all make it.” 
Regardless what Ayn Rand devotees 
may think, there is no virtue at all in self-
ishness. ‘’We cannot have this me, my, 
mine mentality because it gets us where 
we are today, where hate is the com-
modity of the hour,” Valerie says. “How 
sad is that? How sad is it when we are 
so quick to push others aside so that we 
can quickly get to the finish line. We’re at 
a place now where there are entire com-
munities—Latinx communities, LG-
BTQ communities, African-American 
communities—that are hurting. And 
how dare we turn a blind eye.”
Everyone can join this fight for justice 
and equality, according to Valerie Slat-
er, ESQ. “Take stock and inventory of 
yourself,” she says. “Ask yourself, ‘What 
is it that I have?’ Because everyone has 
something. And now how can you take 
that thing that you have and use it so 
that it brings about a greater good, a 
good beyond you. We will win.” 

1217 Bellevue Avenue • 266-4403

Monday through Saturday: 11am till closing*

Sunday: 10am till closing* 
Join us early for brunch

*limited menu after 10 pm

Your Family Friendly Neighborhood Restaurant
Join Us for Happy Hour Specials 3-6pm, Mon-Fri

Chart a course to Richmond’s  

finest family neighborhood restaurant  

in the heart of Bellevue

COME DANCE WITH US!

(Natalie and Audrey) at 
SCOTT BOYER TEACHES DANCE

Ages 3 to adult, priced from $210.
804-798-9364

scottboyerteachesdance@yahoo.com
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Now at ONCE UPON A VINE 
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Hanover tomatoes, squash, peppers, potatoes, onions
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Everything we sell is grown in Hanover County
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EAR FRIENDS, YOU 
are getting a “two-
for-one” this month! 
Here’s the story: I fi-
nally began reading 
Barack Obama’s in-
triguing book, “The 

Audacity of Hope,” published in 2006 
when he was a U.S. senator from Illi-
nois. Obama casts a wide net by dis-
cussing a variety of topics of national 
importance while also sharing more 
personal stories about his life.
I eagerly read Obama’s views on edu-
cation, foreign policy, and the role of 
faith in his life. His description of the 
struggles facing members of Congress 
is eye-opening. Equally compelling are 
his observations of how gender roles 
in the traditional nuclear family as well 
as current economic parameters have 
altered the ability of parents to sup-
port their families. His insights about 
ongoing racism in American society 
are penetrating and astute. His book 
is strong, intelligent, and thoughtful, 
and I appreciated the underlying tone 
of humility he maintains throughout. 
I was hooked.
When I was halfway through Barack’s 
book, a friend said, “Fran, you have 
to read Michelle Obama’s book, ‘Be-
coming?’” She handed me her copy, 
and because giving me a book is like 
giving an alcoholic a glass of wine, I 
took it home and dove in. I typically 
read more than one book at a time, so 
I found myself dipping back and forth 
between Michelle’s book and her hus-
band’s. I highly recommend this: it was 
fascinating to read Barack’s thoughtful 
insights about Senate politics and jux-
tapose them with Michelle’s view of 
Barack as president. 
“Becoming” is a charming memoir, 
beginning with Michelle Obama’s 
childhood as a beloved daughter grow-
ing up on the south side of Chicago, 
tracing her rise through Princeton and 
Harvard and an impressive career be-
fore setting that aside to campaign for 
her husband. Michelle is reluctant to 
partake of political life but she knows 
Barack has a passion for politics and 
wants to be an agent for change.
Her glimpses into White House life are 
compelling, and she is honest about 

both its joys and frustrations. She finds 
a way to make meaning for herself dur-
ing her eight-year tenure by support-
ing children’s nutrition and fighting 
childhood obesity. She makes it work.
But everything must end at some 
point. Tears welled in my eyes as Mi-
chelle describes the dismay she feels at 
Trump’s presidential win. She sees his 
attitude as that of a bully. “I can hurt 
you and get away with it.” This certain-
ly appears to be true as Trump stalks 
Hillary onstage, derides the disabled, 
disrespects women, and is still elected. 
Michelle puts into words the feelings 
that have smoldered in my heart ever 
since Trump took office. 
But all is not gloom. Michelle reminds 
her weeping staff, “Everything is not 
lost,” and her optimistic tone gives me 
hope as well. 
Ah, me. I miss having the Obamas  
in Washington, but I am grateful for 
their continuing presence through 
their articulate, heart-felt books.  
More, please! 
Becoming
By Michelle Obama
$32.50
Crown Publishing
448 pages
The Audacity of Hope:  
Reclaiming the American Dream
By Barack Obama
Penguin Random House
384 pages
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The Cane 
Connection
Professional Caning  
and Chair Repair

Sign up for a caning class!
Class Saturday mornings

Tuesday-Friday, 10-6; Saturday,10-2

Specializing in fine antique and  
your everyday furniture

6941 Lakeside Avenue 
Richmond

261-6555
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Visit us on FACEBOOK for the latest seasonal hours

WELCOME TO THE TWELFTH SEASON AT LAKESIDE TOWNE CENTER 
6110 LAKESIDE AVENUE | HENRICO/RICHMOND VA 23228

OFFERING FARM RAISED PRODUCTS, BAKED GOODS, FRESH SEAFOOD,  
AND PLANTS AND FLOWERS

YEAR ROUND FARMERS’ MARKET
THE FARMERS’ MARKET WILL BE OPEN SATURDAY MORNINGS AND WEDNESDAYS.  

FOR MARKET HOURS VISIT US ON FACEBOOK.
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Voted Richmond’s
Best 

Appliance Store.

See us on

eautiful homes are created at the 
Corner of Lakeside&Dumbarton.

2017

AppliancesOnLakeside.comLakesideBedding.com

B

From Appliances On Lakeside to Lakeside Bedding, our 
consultants will work with you to create your beautiful home. 

And, we’re all under one roof! 5418 Lakeside Avenue in Richmond.
Parts for all major brands, too!(804) 266-7621

NOW PROUDLY
OFFERING

Winndom
Mattresses 


