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is the prime mover of Richmond 2015, the non-profit

organizing committee behind the upcoming Union
Cycliste Internationale (UCI) World bicycling cham-
pionships to be held in Richmond later this month
(only the second time in its 94-year history that these
prestigious bicycle races have been held in the United
States). Wilson’s an unconventional CEO who began
his career with a New York ad agency and then went
to work for Disney World shortly after it opened its
| gates. There he skyrocketed to the top as marketing di-
rector. Later, he was general manager of Kings Domin-
ion. He played a role in the 400th anniversary celebra-
" tion of Jamestown and Richmond, as well as what has
become one of the river city’s most popular events—
the Richmond Folk Festival. continued on page 16
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Fall [s The Perfect Time
... 1o Change Colors,

_ 4 nn 99

And Virginia Paint - Benjamin Moore is offering the perfect incentive .. . HUGE SAVINGS!
So whether you're painting inside or out, the professionals at your
neighborhood Virginia Paint Decorating Center are there to help.

o100 Off

Per gallon of Natura, Aura or Regal Select

523906010190

Experience the difference in quality

Bring It Home.
VirginiaPaintCompany.com

Richmond: (804) 359-5088
4307 W. Broad Street Richmond, VA 23230

Innsbrook - Glen Allen: (804) 747-7210
10801 W. Broad Street Glen Allen, VA 23060

Mechanicsville: (804) 730-5347
7031 Mechanicsville Pike Mechanicsville, VA 23111

Midlothian: (804) 794-3334
11201 Midlothian Turnpike Richmond, VA 23235

Harbour Pointe: (804) 739-7777
13714 Hull Street Unit 6 Midlothian, VA 23112

Not to be used in conjunction with any other promotion.
Retail consumers only. Expires 10/31/15.
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home or you know someone who
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Now Open for Weekday
Lunch and Sunday Brunch

Come experience
authentic Greek cuisine

Tuesday Burger Night

SPECIALTY BURGERS

Wednesday Meze

APPETIZERS, HAPPY HOUR ALL NIGHT LONG

Throwback Thursday

CLASSICS FROM THE PAST

4017 MacArthur Avenue * Richmond VA 23227

804 262 1081

Lunch: Tuesday-Friday, 11am-2:30pm
Dinner: Tuesday-Saturday, 5-10pm; Sunday 5-gpm
Brunch: Sunday, 10am-2:30pm

omegagrecianrestaurantrva.com

Follow us at facebook.com/OmegaGrecianRestaurantRVA
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Unspoiled Beaches of Delaware’s Coast

by CHARLES McGUIGAN

ELAWARE GOT IT
right.

At least on the coast.

It's a small state to be-

gin with, only twenty-

five miles of coastline
from Cape Henlopen in the north to
Fenwick Island in the south. Yet about
half of it is protected in perpetuity as
part of a state park system of prime
beach front property bordered with
dunes and maritime vegetation from
beach plums and wax myrtles to dune
grasses and marsh mallows. Scattered
through those state parks are a num-
ber of tall round towers made of con-
crete that were built during the Second
World War and served as watchtowers
for German wolf packs which men-
aced our coast and merchant fleet
through much of that war.

Whenever were up in Delaware we
stay with my brother Bruce and his
family who live in Bethany Beach. It's
a quiet beach resort, as are all the com-
munities that grace Delaware’s shore-
line—the exact opposite of Maryland
which developed every inch of its
shoreline except for Assateague Island,
which is fortunately a holding of the
National Park Service. The result be-
low the Mason-Dixon line is every bit
as depressing as Miami.

Bruce grew up on the water. When still
a teenager he pulled peelers for Har-
ry Hemphill on St. Martin's Neck; he
even owned his own batch of crab pots
which he worked through the sum-
mers. Before he learned to boil an egg,
he could steam blue crabs and steam
them to perfection.

For 30 years he owned and operated
Captain Mac’s Bait & Tackle Shop on
Route 54 in Fenwick Island. It was an
incredible shop and he serviced many
of the charter boat captains out of
Ocean City. He also worked as a com-
mercial fisherman and owned a 42-
foot trawler built in PEI. When Hur-
ricane Sandy struck and took its toll
on the tackle shop, Bruce decided to
change course and instead of rebuild-
ing, built a brand new structure that
now houses Captain Mac’s Fish House.

A deck out back gives you a long view
of an arm of Assawoman Bay, and the
dining room is sparsely furnished with
brightly painted picnic benches, the
walls hung with trophy fish. But its what
comes out of the galley that really counts.

Riding up the bike trail to Cape Henlopen.

This is the freshest seafood you're ever
likely to eat unless, of course, you catch
it yourself. If you eat it at Captain Mac’s
it was in the ocean yesterday. It really is
that fresh. Because of his years work-
ing the water, Bruce knows who has
the best product. So he regularly trav-
els as far south as Wachapreague, Vir-
ginia and as a far north as Cape May,
New Jersey to buy the best and fresh-
est seafood there is. And the blue crabs
this fish house is known for come from
a spot way up in the northern reaches
of Chesapeake Bay and they are hands
down the best blue crabs in the world.

Note about seafood: if it is fresh the
flavor is extremely delicate. That's why
the dishes they serve at Captain Mac’s
are simple—steamed, broiled, fried.
Heavy sauces and thick crusts of pe-
can and herbs that some restaurants
serve with seafood are trying to hide
something.

Bruce along with his wife, Andrea, and
their two children, Kirsten and Mat-
thew, all work at the Fish House. An-
drea, who works full-time elsewhere,
pinch hits when time permits.

One of the things Charles and I do

Brother Bruce, proprietor of Captain Mac’s Fish House.
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when we visit the Delaware clan is
bike. The whole area is very bike
friendly. Right next to the neighbor-
hood where my brother’s family lives
there is a great trail that cuts through
a maritime forest, rings a fresh water
pond and gradually makes its way to
Coastal Highway:. I ride this path early
in the morning before Charles has got-
ten up and take the Coastal Highway,
which has dedicated bicycle lanes that
run the entire length of the coastline. I
will generally ride up to Dewey Beach
across the Indian River Inlet Bridge, a
stunning, almost sculptural span that
offers panoramic views of the Atlantic
coastline and Indian River and Reho-
both bays. Just a couple miles north of
the town of Bethany Beach, the state
seashore park begins and rolls on for
the next six miles until you enter Dew-
ey Beach. Similarly, south of Bethany,
just below York Village, there is an-
other strand of preserved state park
beachfront that extends pretty much
undisturbed until you enter Fenwick
Island. This entire strand is perfect for
bicycling, but remember if you're rid-
ing with the wind down, you're going
to fight the wind coming back.

Our favorite place for bike riding is
just north of Rehoboth Beach be-
yond Henlopen Acres—very high
dollar homes. There is a bike trail at
Gordon Pond that meanders through
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#& Wine Tastings Every Friday Night!

O e QUL
something to fit every wallet. OKTOBERFEST!

October 3rd
1-5pm

# Nostalgic candies for the kids.

& Selection of cheeses, crackers,
chips and sauces.

Free
fll B Friday Night Movies
all beers (Requests For Your Favorite
Are Here Movies Encouraged)

OCTObBI' IS V| I'g inia Above: Captain Macs sign.
1 Below: Bruce’s daughter Kirsten
WI ne MO nth delivers a fresh pan of steamers.
Tastings Throughout ) |

dense maritime forests and expansive
'I'he Mon‘l'h stretches of sea marsh covered with
spartina as far as the eye can see. We
take this trail all the way up to Cape
Henlopen State Park which is home
to a World War II fort and the tallest

sand dune on the East Coast north of
Jockey’s Ridge. At eighty feet, it offers

. i " a spectacular view of the mouth of

38 Different Rosés Now With Iv)vlplf Bayand the Al Ocean
' 1 e soge OIT our Di1KeS and clim.

from 10 Ditferent Twelve Growler {0 the top of one of several World

War II Observation Tower, where the
360-degree views are equally extraor-
dinary. We finish our trip off by hik-
ing through what we call the Ocean
Desert—a great expanse of white sand
and little or no flora that extends for a

Beer & Wine Tastings Every Friday 5-8 pm couple of miles

Open 7 Days A Week If you ever tire of the Outer Banks or

Sunday - Thursday 11 am - 9 pm | Friday & Saturday 11 am - 11pm. Virginia Beach, the ],Dglaware Coast is
a great alternative. It’s just a five-hour

Countries Available Taps

4009 MacArthur Avenue Phone: 726-WINE (9463) FAX: 726-VINE (8463) drive and there’s a lot do up that way.
To get on our e-mail list log on to onceuponavine@aol.com And make sure to check out Captain
o . JOIN US’ON Mac’s Fish House. That alone is worth

Look For Us On Trinkin, Follow Us On Twitter FACEBOOK the trip.
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Arthur’s Electric Service, Inc.
8910 Brook Road ¢ Glen Allen, VA 23060 » 804-264-2513
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Serving All Communities Since 1979

20%0 off select items store wide

In 1979, the roots of the institution that would
become Walker & Son Custom Jewelry and Repair
were laid in Los Angeles California by Ernest Walker.

Over the decades that followed, Walker & Son’s
mission has been to support all communities in unity
and brotherhood. For anyone out there who feels
under served or unappreciated, know that we at
Walker & Son will do everything in our power to

serve you in the manner you deserve.

4038 MacArthur Avenue | Richmond, VA 23227
(804) 266-1584 | (804) 266-1585

(@walkerandsonine

n walkerandsonjewelers

www.walkerandsonine.com
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BOOK REVIEW

Prince Edward’s
Tradition of Racism
Alive and Well in Virginia

by FRAN WITHROW

AM NOT A NATIVE VIRGINIAN,
and did not know that Prince
Edward County closed its
schools in 1961 rather than inte-
grate until I read Kristen Green's
riveting book, “Something Must
Be Done About Prince Edward
County”” I confess I read it with a range
of emotions: from disbelief to anger
and a deep, heart-wrenching sadness.

Green has a unique perspective on
this dismal time in Virginias history:
she grew up in Farmville, Prince Ed-
ward’s county seat. During her re-
search for this book, she discovered
that her own grandfather was a leader
in the movement to prevent integra-
tion of the schools.

Yet Green was not trapped by this
history: she moved away, married a
multiracial man, and is mother to two
multiracial girls. When she and her
husband decided to move to Rich-
mond to be closer to her family, she
embarked on the journey that led to
this book.

In 1951, Farmville high school stu-
dent Barbara Johns led a strike to
protest the deplorable conditions at
her all black high school. Her coura-
geous action led to a lawsuit. This be-
came one of the cases in the Brown
decision of 1954 that ended segrega-
tion in schools.

Prince Edward did not comply with
the ruling, so in 1959 the Supreme
Court ordered Prince Edward to de-
segregate. The county, rather than
allow children of all races to learn
together, refused to fund public
schools and closed them all. Public
schools remained closed for an in-
credible four years.

White parents banded together and
opened a private school for their chil-
dren: the Prince Edward Academy
(now known as the Fuqua School).
Black families sent their children away
to attend school with relatives, or took
advantage of an offer from all-black
Kittrell College to educate their chil-
dren. Youngsters without these re-
sources simply stayed at home.

Green meshes her own history—her
fears for her multiracial daughters

and her struggles to come to terms
with her family’s role during this
time period—with a detailed look at
how Prince Edward was eventually
integrated and what the schools look
like today.

The Green family’s own maid, Elsie,
was forced to send her only child to
Massachusetts to attend school. Green
does an incredible job of personalizing
the heartbreak felt by Elsie and other
black families during this time.

With all the racial unrest rumbling
across our nation now, this is a timely
read. How far have we come since the
Brown decision of 1954? However far
it has been, it appears we have much
work still to do. Green’s book sets the
stage for further reflection, particu-
larly for us in Richmond. Green says
Richmond has “given up” on public
schools, and that a vast majority of
white families still send their children
to private schools, particularly after el-
ementary school.

That was certainly my observation
as my children wended their way
through Richmond’s public school
system. I didn’t have an answer to this
disconnect when my children were
small, and I still dont. But Green’s
reflections are assuredly a good place
to start.

“‘Something Must Be Done About
Prince Edward County,”

by Kristen Green, $25.99,
HarperCollins



For The Discriminating Pond Owner We Have Great Gifts For The Holidays

POND CENTER OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND

Fin Feather

Pet Cenﬁc. RiChmOIld’
Established since 1959 Wat er G ar ;

\/ The Water Garden
Center

T We ve Got The Expert Advice To Help You Create The Per gﬁt Water Garden
4in & e, e Largest Selection Of Water Garden Produs & Packages
et Center, ™ e (ustom Pond Liners, (ompone’rﬁ Fish, Plants, Underwater Lights, Waterfall
Additions And More Al

. Friendly, Knowledgeuble Vice, Before&AfterThe Sule :

wwuw.fin-feather.com

OPEN 7 Days A Week SHOP LOCALLY, BUY 'LOCALLY!

Pond Center Open Year Round

RICHMOND I
C D ! ALL PONDS
5208 LAKESIDE AVE. ute Dogs : ADEREA T
(CONVENIENT TO 1-64, POWHITE & 1-95 & cu's For 1 $50 OFF
INTERCHANGE. JUST OFF EXIT 80, ° : SSSOOFFunypurIc]huse(f)f53000rmore
, 25 OFF any purchase of *199 t0 °299.99
A( R OSS F RO M FRA N (0 S) Ad o p'lo n | For use in Pond Center only. Not valid with any other discounts, with other coupons,
I discounts, sale items, cat litter and dog or cat food. Expires 10/10/15
Through Area o
Rescue Groups | Q!
262-6681 P , | |
Check out our website or facebook | PONDMASTER [ 4
page for adoption stands. [ R -/
I . Dog & Cat Food
_____________ - il
$4.00 Balance
4 OFF GROOMING I o ARt ‘
| |
T | !
BARK’.NQLOT ! I $2,00 OFF $3.00 OFF $5.00 OFF
| 1 Dog or Cat food  Dog or Cat food I{);g (IJII Cat food
(“ew Customers onIY) 1 With Purchase Of Parakeet Set'Up | Valid :'opr L?eii!gfkukunuﬁz,llfultg:;!Ihl;nzljnlcl:st;nd(:umshrnsr;d‘: ::lryr.e
With Coupons Only. Not Valid With Any Other Offer. Expires 10/10/15 I Not valid with sale items, other coupans or discounts. Expires 10/10/15 I Not valid with sale items, other coupons or discounts. Expires 10/10/15

r“! TROPICAL FISH : 'I 5% : S;VE ON PET SUPPLIES
bty | OFF : 10 OFF

One of Equal or
Lesser Value Free

Limit $5.99 value.
Not valid with sale items, other coupons or discounts. Expires 10/10/15

$10 OFF any purchase of °60 or more

S5 OFF any purchase of 35 to °59.99
REPTILE SUPPLIES 52 OFF any purchase of °15 to °34.99

o Wl.ih Purchase OfA Repllle . Not valid with sale items, other coupons or discounts, cat litter, dog or cat food.
Not valid with sale items, other coupons or discounts. Expires 10/10/15 Not valid on Frontline or Advantage. Expires 10/10/15
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1217 Bellevue Avenue ® 266-4403

Classic Touch
Cleaning

Simplifiyingi®iV.es!
One [Heuse
JAtIaNTime)

Residential Cleaning

1229 Bellevue Avenue
Richmond, VA 23227

(804) 262-6979
E-mail: classictouchcleaning@verizon.net
Website: www.classictouchcleaning.com
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Stir Crazy’s Latest Adornments

Over the past couple months, Claire McGowan, owner of Stir
Crazy, has given her shop a complete makeover. Crowning it
all are two murals by Ed Trask. They enliven the walls of Stir
Crazy and tell a visual narrative of the North Side and some of
its hidden histories. Ed will be on hand at Stir Crazy Saturday,
September 12 to talk about the inspiration for the two murals he
painted on the walls of this popular coftee shop in the heart of
Bellevue. Hors doeuvres will be available and the barista bar will
be open for drinks, wine, beer, desserts and so on.

Living History at Rural Plains

Actors, portraying folks who lived at
Rural Plains over the course of two
centuries, bring history to life in this
remarkable home located on Toto-
potomoy Creek Battlefield in Me-
chanicsville. The Sheltons called Rural
Plains home for seven generations,
from 1725 until 2006.

The Rural Plains Foundation invites
the public to witness living history at
candlelight walking tours on October
2 and 3. Ticket numbers are limited.
Admission is $10 per person. For tick-
et information visit cvatickets.com or
call 434-390-1939.

Concert Ballet Launched 40th Season
With New Storybook Series

The Concert Ballet of Virginia be-
gan its “Ruby Celebration—Our 40th
Anniversary Season” with free per-
formances in July and August of the
company’s newest dance work in The
Storybook Series, “Angelina Ballerina.”

The Concert Ballet of Virginia, the
states oldest continually operating

ballet company, performs revivals of
classic dance works from an exten-
sive repertory of more than 250 pieces
and newly commissioned works by
Virginia choreographers. Under the
artistic direction of Scott Boyer, the
Concert Ballet is supported, in part,
by Richmond CultureWorks.



When you have a rug like the Donald, bad hair days are bound to happen!
Please, please don’t let this happen to your yard—
Call ws this Fall and let our stylists do their magie.

PS. We ran a color match on his bair and it came back as “yellow tabby’.

FALL 2014 OFFERINGS:

Lawn Renovations
Hardscaping
Landscaping
Mulching

Custom Fencing

And More...

1237 Lorraine Ave Richmond, VA 23227
(M) 432-6814

email: info@thecottagegardener.net

on the web: www.thecottagegardener.net
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STIR
CRAZY

CAFE

Live Music Every Thursday
7:30-9:30

Locally Roasted Gourmet Coffee /
Frappes & Smoothies

A Full Line Of Teas | Sandwiches,
Wraps & Sides
Fresh Baked Goods

Monday through Tuesday, 6:30 am till 5 pm
Wednesday through Friday, 6:30 am till 6 pm
Saturday through Sunday, 7:30 am till 5 pm

4015 MacArthur Ave,
Richmond, VA 23227

(804) 864-0264

stircrazycaferva@gmail.com Like us on Facebook
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RAINBOW MINUTES

by BRIAN BURNS and JUDD PROCTOR

Rainbows Everywhere

N JUNE 26, 2015,
rainbows appeared
all across the
United States. In
Minneapolis, the
35-W Bridge was
brightly lit with
the colors of the rainbow. In New York
City, at 34th Street and 5th Avenue,
the top of the Empire State Building
was illuminated with rainbow colors,
as was the new 1 World Trade Center
spire. In the northern part of the state,

The Sip-In

In the 1960s, many of the respectable
bars in New York City’s Greenwich
Village refused to serve gay male pa-
trons, for fear of being raided by the
police and shut down. To bring atten-
tion to the problem, Mattachine So-
ciety chapter President Dick Leitsch
and members Craig Rodwell and John
Timmons planned a “sip-in”

The plan was to go into a local bar on
April 21, 1966, announce they were
homosexuals, and order a drink. Re-
porters would be on hand to report
the bartender’s reaction. If refused ser-
vice, the men planned to sue the bar.

The first bar they targeted was the
Ukrainian-American Village Restau-

on the Canadian border, Niagara Falls
even sparkled with rainbow colors.

At Disney World in Florida, Cinderel-
la’s Castle became more magical when
glowing with pride colors. It was no
surprise that rainbow-colored lights
appeared on San Franciscos City Hall.
Even The White House in Washing-
ton, DC was lit up with the rainbow.

For it was on June 26, 2015, that the
US Supreme Court ruled in favor of
Marriage Equality nationwide.

rant on Eighth Avenue, since a sign in
its window said, “If you are Gay, Go
Away” But a New York Times reporter
got there ahead of time and tipped the
manager off. He immediately closed
the restaurant for the rest of the day. So
the men went over to a tavern called
Julius, and took a seat at the bar. When
the bartender put glasses in front of
them, they said, “we are gay and want
a drink” The bartender covered the
glasses with his hands and refused
service. A reporter quickly snapped a
photo, which appeared in the Village
Voice newspaper.

That was it. The Liquor Authority end-
ed its anti-gay operations.

Sir Peter Pears Sings

Born in Britain in 1910, Peter Pears
was a well-respected tenor in opera
and choral music for nearly half a
century. He studied organ and voice
in England. There he joined the BBC
Singers and in 1936, met Benjamin
Britten. Within a year they had ce-
mented a 40-year relationship.

Britten wrote leading tenor roles
in many of his operas and song cy-
cles specifically for Pears’ voice.

Together, Britten and Pears co-found-
ed the English Opera Group and the
Britten-Pears  School for young
musicians.

Pears made his debut at the Metro-
politan Opera in 1974 and sang regu-
larly at the Royal Opera House. He
was knighted by Queen Elizabeth II
in 1977 and died nine years later. He
is buried in a churchyard next to his
beloved Benjamin.

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION by DOUG DOBEY



We Understand . . . f LB
Commitment.

For decades, Edward Jones has been commited
to providing financial solutions and personalized
service to individual investors.

You can rely on us for:

e Convenience
Locations in the community and face-to-face
meetings at your convenience

¢ A Quality-focused Investment Philosophy
A long-term approach that focuses on quality
investments and diversification

¢ Highly Personal Service
Investment guidance tailored to your
individual needs

Call or visit today.

Vintage & New

Ellen Wulf HOME DECOR & GIFTS

Financial Advisor

5522 Lakeside Avenue
Richmond, VA 23228

804-262-0754 Edward Jones .~10-5& Sun.~12-4

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Find us on Facebook H www.facebook.com/TwigRVA

SUIVIEDANGERVIIHIUS?

YU IIIBUYERY EAUHESWAN U
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4030 MACARTHUR AVENUE  266-367

WSEY\“““ / Monday thru Saturday

9 am to Midnight
Sunday 10 am to 3

\S\“\“
BY\\NQ\X

rebecca d'angelo
PHOTOGRAPHY

rebecca .com

571.212.0298
dangelo .com

14 NORTH of tHe JAMES MaGazINE ¢ September 2015

HIDDEN HISTORIES

May Day is the
Real Labor Day

by JACK R. JOHNSON

HE ORIGINAL

celebration of Labor Day

was May 1st, commemo-

rating those workers killed

in Chicagos Haymarket

demonstrations for the
eight-hour work day on May 1, 1886.
Most countries around the world still
celebrate Labor Day on May 1. But
not the United States even though the
origins of Labor Day started here. So
what happened? Why does the U.S
now celebrate labor day on the first
Monday in September?

You can thank Grover Cleveland for
that. And the massacre during the
Pullman strike of 1894.

The Pullman strike began in the town
of Pullman, Illinois on May 11 when
approximately 3,000 employees of the
Pullman Palace Car Company began
a strike in response to reductions in
wages, bringing traffic west of Chicago
to a halt.

Eugene V Debs as leader of the Ameri-
can Railway Union, the nations first
industry-wide union, supported the
strikers and “a struggle began” accord-
ing to the New York Times, “ between

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION by DOUG DOBEY

the greatest and most important labor
organization and the entire railroad
capital”. Ultimately, the strike involved
some 250,000 workers in 27 states.

President Grover Cleveland ordered
federal troops to Chicago to end the
strike, causing the deaths of a number
of workers at the hands of the US mili-
tary and US Marshals.

In an effort to win the favor of labor
for the upcoming Presidential elec-
tion, Grover Cleveland made recon-
ciliation with Labor a top political pri-
ority. Legislation making Labor Day a
national holiday was rushed through
Congress unanimously and signed
into law a mere six days after the end
of the disastrous Pullman strike. But
Cleveland didn’t want to honor May 1,
the existing International Labor Day
celebration honoring the massacre
that occurred at the Haymarket ri-
ots—he feared the association with yet
another labor massacre would rile the
population. So he chose instead, rather
arbitrarily, a date later in the year—the
first Monday in September.

Notably—Grover Cleveland lost his
re-election bid.
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AS CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF RICHMOND 2015,
the non-profit organizing committee behind the upcoming Union Cycliste Internationale (UCI)
World bicycling championships, Wilson Flohr Jr. is unrecognizable as a typical American CEO. Clad
casually in a sport shirt and loafers, in a small office jammed with an antique desk, filing cabinet and
dozens of his own paintings, Flohr projects a casual, informal southern grace under the almost unbear-
able logistics of hosting 1,000 of the world’s most elite bicyclists from almost 65 countries plus the
influx of tens of thousands—if not hundreds of thousands—of visitors into Richmond for the nine-
day event while trying to maintain a “business as usual” atmosphere for city employees and residents.

“'M A BIG BELIEVER
in teamwork,” he says inside that artis-
tically-cluttered office on South Third
Street, seated beside a c. 1923 Philadelphia
Toboggan Company Carrousel horse that
was a retirement gift, “and that informality
is a big part of it.”

Success has and continues to flourish
under Flohr’s laid-back but crisply efficient
management style. As general manager of
Kings Dominion from 1983 to 1999, he was
a wizard with managing large numbers
of people but was frequently indiscern-
ible from his own employees. Dressed in
jeans and a t-shirt, and insisting everyone
call him Wilson, it was not unusual for
him to show up at 6:30 a.m. to shadow a
rides inspector through the darkest bow-
els of Smurf Mountain, just to learn how
it worked. He could just as easily be seen
shucking oysters off the grill in front of the
maintenance shop on a Friday afternoon,
dining on bear meat provided by a fellow
employee or even hanging out with staff,
enjoying a few Dortmunder Union beers
after hours.

His intense interest in all the workings of
the park, his unpretentiousness and pro-
motion of an open door policy was a wel-
come break from the stuffy, out of touch
three-piece CEO portrayals, who frequent-
ly operate in secretive, tightly structured
office-bound protocols that strangle many
American workers and breed distrust.

Born in 1946, Flohr grew up in New
Jersey then got his graduate degree at
Rollins College in Winter Park Florida. He
returned to Florida in 1972 after a short
stint at a New York City Advertising agen-
cy to work in the marketing department

at the newly-opened Walt Disney World,
where he rose to the lofty position of mar-
keting manager. “I had several friends
working at Disney and they were looking

for someone with Madison Avenue experi-
ence, and literally I worked at 346 Madison
Avenue at an ad agency, so I had that quali-
fication,” Flohr says. “Walt Disney World
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is not known for paying a lot of money to
their associates, but I raised my hand and
ultimately got hired.”

The success of the Disney Park spurred
several other companies in the seventies
to get into the regional theme park busi-
ness, including Marriott, Kroger (operat-
ing as Top Value Enterprises), Six Flags and
Anheuser-Busch, under the name Busch
Gardens. Encouraged by some friends to
get out of Disney and into this new world of
regional theme parks, Flohr left the Magic
Kingdom in 1976. Then, after spending the
coldest winter of his life in the marketing
department at Kings Island in Cincinnati,
Ohio, ping-ponged between there,
Charlotte, North Carolina and Doswell,
Virginia. “I was promoted to marketing
director down at Carowinds,” he recalls of
his labyrinthine ascent to the top. “I spent
three years at Carowinds and ultimately
went to Kings Dominion as marketing
director after a couple years, then I went
back to Carowinds for two years before I
returned [as general manager] to KD.”

At that time Taft Broadcasting owned
100% of Kings Island and shared a 50-50
ownership with Top Value Enterprises of
both Kings Dominion and Carowinds.
Wall Street, however, was not recogniz-
ing the value of the theme parks as part
of Taft’s portfolio, which included along
with their television and radio properties
Hannah-Barbera Productions. So around
1981, when the FCC relaxed their rules
on radio and TV station ownership, Taft
decided they could get more value for their
shareholders by expanding into media
rather than theme parks.

Sensing an opportunity, Flohr and elev-
en other investors, under the leader-
ship of Nelson Schwab, formed Kings
Entertainment Company (KECO). They
were in the right place at the right time
when Taft spun off the parks, and in a lev-
eraged buy-out KECO became the parent
company of four parks, including Canada’s
Wonderland in Toronto.

Soon KECO also took over operations of
a Marriott park in Santa Clara, California
called Great America. “We were able to

BY DALE BRUMFIELD
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Landscape Design
Installation & Maintenance Round t|-|e CarSerwce 321-2216
(804) 359-1573 Bellevue’s Full-Service + General Contractor
Auto Repair for 25 Years . o 4o
William J. Orr i * Interior Painting
Owner obby Sfore « Exterior Painting
VA Cert. Horticulturist 4031 MacArthur Avenue &
VA Herbicide & Pesticide Cert Richmond, VA 23227 * Reogi

M.S. Virginia Tech. Ag. & Ls. + Decks

Plant Science & Weed Mngmt. (804) 262-7582

THE BOULEVARD

at The Hermitage

Welcome to Tree Top Living in Richmond'’s
Classic Continuing Care Community

The Boulevard is a beautiful new set of residences located on the
top floor of The Hermitage. Nine exclusive apartment homes offer
the warmth of rich architectural detail, travertine tile and custom
paint colors, while large windows grace designer-styled interiors.

Enjoy “Concierge Living” with

Traditional Hermitage Warmth

Each apartment home on the Boulevard level has access to the
onsite Concierge, giving you the convenience of a professional
on hand to run errands, pick up your dry cleaning, make
reservations, plan outings and social events ... even help

with email and computer setup.

A Graceful, Engaging Community Awaits

Enjoy the best of The Hermitage from your penthouse home.

With a complete continuum of care including independent living, The Boulevard homes are
assisted living, and nursing care ... our rich community life allows architecturally distinctive, with open
you to be as active as you like, while affording many opportunities plan kitchens, designer finishes,
for quiet reflection. and spectacular treetop views.

Ask about our Hard Hat tours and special Early Bird incentives!

Call 1-804-474-1816 today!
The Hermitage

1600 Westwood Avenue ® Richmond, VA 23227 ¢ www.hermitage-vumh.com

Ouwur Mission: 7The mission of Virginia United Methodist Homes, Inc. is to provide @
facilities, services and programs to enhance the quality of life for older persons.
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buy all the hardware - everything above
ground, and lease the land from the city
of Santa Clara,” Flohr says. “The land
was worth enormous amounts of money,
and Santa Clara [considered] the park an
important part of recreation and entertain-
ment for their citizens.”

Laughingly noting that rain was always his
biggest challenge at Kings Dominion, Flohr
is very pleased of his KD team’s accom-
plishments during his tenure. “I think one
of the most proud parts of my experience
at KD was for us to be able to bring in new
attractions that no one else had, and test
them in our park then roll them out to
other parks,” he says of the record-break-
ing successes enjoyed during the mid-to-
late 1980s into the 1990s. “We found our
niche [in] young families. We had Hannah-
Barbera Land for the young children. We
had terrific teen appeal in terms of unique,
state of the art wood and state of the art
steel coasters. We also thought of unique
ways to theme them for additional appeal.”

“A big part was understanding what our
niche was and take full advantage of it.”

Flohr retired in January, 1999, almost two
years after KECO sold the park proper-
ties to Paramount but he didn’t sit still
very long. An avid wine connoisseur, with
an amazing collection inside his Henrico
County home, he sat on the board of
Williamsburg winery, and a couple days

a week traveled there and shared his mar-
keting thoughts with them. Then in 2003,
while “dabbling” with a local advertis-
ing agency, he began looking ahead to
the 400th anniversary of the founding of
Jamestown and Richmond, which were
both occurring in 2007. “We thought,
okay, how would we commemorate and
celebrate that in the Richmond region?”
he recalls. “So [we] put together a plan in
2003 and we brought in a Walt Disney
World consultant to share what they did
on their 25th anniversary.”

Part of the 2007 plan was to celebrate with
a variety of events. “We came up with a
tall ships event, we tied in the American
Folk Festival, the African-American
Trail Blazer’s event, and what is today the
James River Adventure games,” he says.
Generating support from local corporate
partners, as well as Richmond, Henrico,
Hanover and Chesterfield counties, a non-
profit board called Richmond Region 2007
was created and Flohr was asked to run it.
“I ran it for about four years, and today we
are proud of the continuing success of what
we call now the Richmond Folk Festival,

and the African-American Trailblazers.”

Certainly, the Richmond Folk Festival is an
unqualified continuing Richmond success.
“The Folk Festival was short of funding,”
Flohr recalls, “but it fit in so nicely with our
commemoration celebration, so as a result
we made that one of our major events.”
In 2014 the festival drew thirty artists and
over 200,000 visitors.

About three years after the 400th
Commemoration celebration, a local group
including Medalist Sports, a sports man-
agement company, began putting together
a competitive bid for the 2015 UCI Road
World Championships - a world class event
which in its 92-year history had only been
held once on American soil. Richmond
won the bid on September 21, 2011.

“The Worlds” is a nine-day event, featuring
twelve championship races in three cat-
egories: Elite Men and Women, Under 23
Men, and Junior Men and Women. Racers
will compete in three different disciplines
including the traditional road race, the
individual time trial and the recently intro-
duced team time trial.

“We actually had over 20 years’ experi-
ence putting on cycling events,” Flohr says.
“Medalist Sports helped create the Tour
du Pont and the Tour du Trump that was
here in the late 1980s and early ‘90s.” Flohr
notes his associate and Richmond 2015
COO Tim Miller also ran the Cap Tech

Reserve Your Boarding For

The Fall Months
Diamond Dog House Does Doggie Daycare
Overnight Boarding, Bath and Nails.

Treat Your Dog To One Of Our
Hand Macde Leashes And Collars

All Fall Long
Bring Your Dogs To Us For Daycare...
They Love It!

Let Your Dogs Come And Play Every Day At Our House

1712 Ellen Road,

Richmond, VA 23230
Across from the Diamond

(804) 254-4101
fax (804) 200-5621

diamonddoghouse@verizon.net

www.diamond-dog-house.com
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AXSELLE

Family Owned And
Operated For 62 Years

Full Automotive Service
And Repair

266-3574
5515 Lakeside Avenue

~ Pet

S1tting
Q e —
Services

DONNA DUFFIELD

(804) 397-6720

Loving Care where your
pet is most comfortable-
their own home!

4 T Thinking about selling
HOLLISTER  your home in Northside?

PROPERTIES

Contact me for a FREE market analysis.

| have expertise in Market Valuations, Negotiations, Advertising, Home
Staging, Inspections, Appraisals, Investing & Mortgage Financing.

Chris Hollister REALTOR®

Hollister Properties
5407 Patterson Ave., Suite 101 Richmond, VA 23226

804.240.9415
chris@hollistersales.com

www.HollisterSales.com

" The Cane
Connection

Drofecsional Coni
and Clharn Repacrn

Sign up for a caning class!
Class Saturday mornings
Open Tuesday-Saturday, 10-6
Specializing in fine antique and
your everyday furniture

6941 Lakeside Avenue
Richmond

261-6555

NP~

WEAR YOUR PRIDE
Buy Locally__

T-Shirts, Hoodies and More
Custom Designs Available

804-337-1532

-Ihl-—_._m ..
[T e —.
-'—u—-- : %

Mon « Vegetarian & Vegan
Specials all day
Tues » Family Style Pasta Night
6pm - close
Wed « Wing it Wednesday w/
$5 wing specials
Happy Hour « Mon - Fri 3-6pm
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Classic in 2003 and 2004.

When Flohr and his Richmond 2015 asso-
ciates - including CFO, long-time friend
and former Vice President of Finance at
Kings Dominion, Jim Copp - visited cities
in Europe to find what made them success-
ful hosting large bicycling events, they dis-
covered that not only was the priority on
making the courses exciting and competi-
tive enough to challenge the best cyclists
in the world, but just as important was the
impact of the event on the local residents
and commuters. “What we want to make
sure is that people from all over the state,
all over the country and all over the world
when they come here can get around very
easily,” he says. “That, and creating a race
course that made it easy for people to get to
work and get home from work.”

Richmond 2015 introduced 80 pages on
the event’s navigation web site (navigate.
richmond.2015.com) describing the road
closures, and how people can maneuver
downtown during those nine days. “The
maps break it out by day and demonstrate
that we are conscious of not only people
who come see the race but those who come
to work, then need to get home,” he says.

While organizers project 450,000 onsite
spectators from the Richmond region and
around the world over the nine days, the
actual number of unique visitors and the
resulting estimated $150 million econom-

ic impact comes from a study completed
in 2012 by the research firm Chmura
Economics & Analytics. They based the
estimates on attendance at the 2003 world
championships in Hamilton, Canada,
which was the last time this event was held
in North America.

Flohr also adds that races were intentionally
scheduled between 9:00 a.m. and 3:45 p.m.
so as not to affect morning or afternoon
rush hour. In a remarkable stroke of timing,
these hours also coincide with prime-time
television viewing in Europe, whose viewer-
ship over the course of the event is estimat-
ed to be in the hundreds of millions.

Many of the races start at TV camera-
friendly local landmarks. “We have the
individual time trials on Wednesday start-
ing at Kings Dominion,” Flohr says. “The
team time trials will start at Lewis Ginter
Botanical Gardens, then the last race,
the men’s elite road race, will begin at the
University of Richmond. They are all very
attractive sites.” He notes that all the races
finish at 5th and Broad Street.

The last road race is a 10-mile circuit, tra-
versing a circuitous path from West Broad
to Governors Street. “They have Libbie
Hill, the 23rd Street hill, then Governors
Street hill,” Flohr says. “The men’s race has
15 trips around this ten-mile course, so
they are going to have to go up those hills
15 times in six hours of saddle time.”

Of course, a crucial factor is how well the
races showcase the entire Richmond region,
not just a couple isolated spots. “From a tour-
ism standpoint, and from the perspective of
how do we make ourselves more appealing
to international companies who may like to
come to America to base their international
operations — what better way to view an area
than one that is bicycle friendly? So it’s show-
ing the world we are a great place to visit, live
and work,” says Flohr.

Flohr has been very pleased with the col-
laboration of the city, Hanover and Henrico
counties to the event. “The spirit of coop-
eration has been terrific,” he claims, stating
that the police, emergency, fire and rescue,
are working “hand in glove” along with the
state and Homeland Security as well.

Back in his Kings Dominion days Flohr
could frequently be seen running the 3.5-
mile perimeter road around the Hanover
theme park during his lunch break, but now
says his running days are over, preferring
instead to swim, bicycle and paint. “T first
started taking some pottery, painting and
drawing courses the last year I was involved
with the commemoration celebration,”
he says. “I enjoy playing golf, but I wanted
something else more stimulating. Painting is
great and when you are in front of the canvas
your focus can be 100% on that and I find it
very rewarding. It’s great too with three chil-
dren that have places that need decorations.”

The Richmond region rarely hosts a world
championship, especially one of this mag-
nitude. More than anything, Flohr and his
team want to encourage people who don’t
know anything about cycling to come out
and see what remarkable competitors these
bicyclists really are, and share the almost
unbelievable thrill of seeing dozens of fine-
ly-tuned athletes going 35 miles per hour
down a cobblestone street mere inches
apart. Organizers also would love for view-
ers to spread out and “show the 350 visiting
media outlets that Richmond is supportive
of a major event like this.”

“It’s a party as much as anything else. We
want to make sure everybody has a good
time in Richmond. We have so many dif-
ferent attractions that folks who come from
out of town will have a great time and our
local folks will enjoy the races.”

“How cool is that?”

The Worlds runs from September 19
through 27. Opening Ceremonies are
Friday, September 18 at 6:30 p.m. on Brown’s
Island. They are free and open to the public.
The National Anthem will be performed
by Richmond’s own American Idol final-
ist, Rayvon Owen. The Parade of Flags
will feature flags created by students from
Richmond Public Schools representing the
60-plus nations competing in the event.

For more information go to
Richmond2015.com.
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at Luther Memorial School

1301 Robin Hood Road Richmond, VA 23227

A Silent Auction will be held,
with proceeds directed toward the

LMS STEM program

Presale Tickets: $10

Includes one complimentary beverage ticket

Visit www.luthermemorial.com for tickets

Tickets $12 at the door

SATURDAY

SEPTEMBER 26™

4-10 PM



GlenfAllen
ay

Saturday, September 19
Hours: 9:30am - 3pm

Meadow Farm Museum - Crump Park
3400 Mountain Koaudé Glen Allen, Virginia
23060

Parade
Arts, Crafts & Business Fair
Live Music & Other Entertainment
Live Petting Zoo

Corn Hole Tournament and
Many Fun Activities for the
Whole Family

Food Court
Free Admission
Free Parking
Sponsored By Glen Allen Ruritan &

County of Henrico
Division of Recreation and Parks

www.glenallenday.org

John G LaFratta

Criminal Law
Traffic Violations
Estate Planning
Family Law

EDUCATION:

University of Richmond,
TC Williams School of Law, JD

University of Richmond, Robins
School of Business, MBA

North Carolina State
University, BA

PROFESSIONAL
ASSOCIATIONS AND
MEMBERSHIPS:

Richmond Criminal Bar
Association

Virginia Bar Association

Richmond Juvenile Bar
Association

Caroline County Bar
Association
john@mainstlaw.com
804.355.1800
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Gourds;
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11,
; Alks; Hay ) !
Apples, SweetPotatoes

s
Dutch Kettle & McCutcheon's
Jams, Jellies and Pickles
Montana Gold Breads

9592 Chamberlayne Road
Mechanicsville, VA 23116

563-9005

10-7 everyday
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Pawls Place

Antique Lighting
and Furniture

1009 Overbrook Rd.,
Richmond, VA 23220

Thursday-Saturday, 9am-5pm
Sunday, 12pm-5pm

Architectural Salvage for
Repairs and Renovation

Iron Gates and Fencing
Bricks, Slate and Stone
Lighting Repairs and
Restoration

804-228-9999

www.paulsplaceonline.com

Pizza - Pasta - Subs

FULL ITALIAN MENU
NY. Style Pizzas
Baked Spaghetti
Fettucini Alfredo

Lasagna - Manicotti
Ravioli - Tortellini
Veal Marsala
Chicken Marsala
Veal Parmigiana
Chicken Parmigiana
Eggplant Parmigiana
Calzone - Stromboli
Selection of Subs
Selection of Salads
Tiramisu - Canoli

And Much More!

FREE DELIVERY

Monday-Thursday, 11am-10pm;
Friday & Saturday, 11am-11pm;
Sunday, Noon-10pm

4026 MACARTHUR AVENUE
264-5370

CALENDAR

Susan Greenbaum appears October 8.

Stir Crazy Café

THURSDAY MUSIC NIGHTS

Get your weekly dose of live music at
7:30 pm every Thursday night at Stir
Crazy Cafe on MacArthur Avenue
in Bellevue.

September 17 , Rattle Mouth
September 24, Small Merritt

October 1, Hotel X

October 8, Susan Greenbaum
October 15, Rattle Mouth

October 22, Cary Street Ramblers
October 29, John Small and

Mark Merritt

Stir Crazy Café,

4015 MacArthur Avenue,

(804) 864-0264

September

Jesse Mattes as Bobby, Jeffrey Schmidt as Teach and Alan Sader as Donny.

American Buffalo at Quill Theatre

Quill Theatre is pleased to announce the first show of its 31st season — Ameri-
can Buffalo by Pulitzer Prize winning author David Mamet. Directed by Daniel
Moore American Buffalo will run October 8th through November 1st at Theatre
Lab’s basement location, 300 East Broad Street in downtown Richmond.

Starring Alan Sader as Donny;, Jeffrey Schmidt as Teach and Jesse Mattes as Bobby,
American Buffalo tells the story of a single day in a junk shop in Chicago in the
mid-1970s. Three small-time would-be crooks scramble to pull oft a fast heist for
easy money. As they plan the unlikely caper, an increasing tension among them
tests their friendship and threatens to shatter everything they have fought for.
Hilarious and appalling, this brute race for a lowlife version of the American
dream is brilliantly syncopated by Mamet’s rapid-fire two-bit bum’s lingo.

Check out Quills 2015-16 season at www.Quill Theatre.org 804-340-0115
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“La Calle de Café” by Susan M. Singer.

Paintings by
Susan M Fisher
at Stir Crazy

The works of Susan M. Fisher
are on display this month at
Stir Crazy. A prolific painter
since age twelve, Susan
studied with Professor Erjun
Zhao for eight years. Her
paintings are impressionistic
with a rich palette of colors and
evocative of time and place.
Her paintings are for sale; in-
quire at the register.

Meet the artist at her reception
at Stir Crazy from 3-5 pm
Sunday, September 13.

SUSAN M FISHER PAINTING PHOTO BY AARON SUTTON



WELCOME TO THE EIGHTH SEASON AT LAKESIDE TOWNE CENTER
6110 LAKESIDE AVENUE | HENRICO/RICHMOND VA 23228

OFFERING FARM RAISED PRODUCTS, BAKED GOODS, FRESH SEAFQQD,
AND PLANTS AND FLOWERS

YEAR ROUND FARMERS' MARKET

OPEN Saturday mornings and all day Wednesday

Visit us on FACEBOOK for the latest seasonal hours
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B418 Lakeside Ave. Hours: Mon., Tues. Thurs. 8:30am - 7:00pm
Richmond, VA 23228 APPLIANCES Wed., Fri. 8:30 - 6:00pm
804-266-7621

Sat. 8:30 - 4:00pm « Sunday: Closed
www.AppliancesOnLakeside.com

Get your home ready for the
new year with the latest appliances
from GE, Profile, Whirlpool,

GE® Energy
i { Star®
KitchenAid and Sub-Zero. e
capacity
o . RightHeight™
Appliances on Lakeside Design Front
Load washer
The appliance experts. CRVRA805FRR
GE® 8.3 cu. ft.
& capacity
29 cu. ft. Whirlpool® Introdu01ng the newest RightHeight™
French Door Refrigerator with Flexible color by GE—Slate Design

Front Load

PARTS FOR
Washer and Dryer MOST MAJ OR
Made in America. APPLIANCES!
C ial-grad truction. o
g e Micle, Sub-Zero,
Built to Last.

Wolf, Monogram,

KitchenAid
FREE Miele
FINANCING

. We now carry
Miele vacuums Napoleon Grills
18 months with no interest and accessories

5418 Lakeside Ave. ® Richmond, VA 2322 « 804-266-7621

Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs. 8:30am-7:00pm « Wed., Fri. 8:30-6:00pm - Sat. 8:30-4:00pm - Sun. Closed
www.AppliancesOnLakeside.com
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